
COUNCIL CHAMBER  
 

Regular Meeting 
 

March 22, 2016 
 

 The seventh meeting of the City Council of Charleston was held this date convening at 
5:00 p.m. at Charles Towne Landing, Founders Hall. 
 

A notice of this meeting and an agenda were mailed to the news media March 16, 2016 
and appeared in The Post and Courier March 21, 2016 and are made available on the City’s 
website. 

 
PRESENT (13) 

 
The Honorable John J. Tecklenburg, Mayor 

 
Councilmember White  District 1 Councilmember Waring  District 7 
Councilmember Williams District 2 Councilmember Seekings   District 8 
Councilmember Lewis  District 3 Councilmember Shahid District 9 
Councilmember Mitchell  District 4 Councilmember Riegel  District 10 
Councilmember Wagner  District 5 Councilmember Moody  District 11 
Councilmember Gregorie    District 6 Councilmember Wilson   District 12 
 

Mayor Tecklenburg called the meeting to order at 5:04 p.m. 
 
The Clerk called the roll. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Next, I would like to call on Councilmember White to please 

say an invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.” 
 
Councilmember White said, “All stand, please. I’d like to say, in light of the situation in 

Brussels that occurred today, it’s the unfortunate nature that we find ourselves into once again 
have to deal with tragedy brought upon us by terrorists in the world.  I just ask that we all take a 
few moments to think about the families that are involved and have been impacted and have a 
moment of silence, please.” 

 
Councilmember White opened the meeting with a moment of silence. 
 

 Councilmember White then led City Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  First, I would just like to welcome 
everyone who’s come here tonight.  Thank you, particularly, to our West Ashley citizens for 
welcoming us to you by coming to this special place to hold the City Council meeting because it 
was something like 346 years ago that the City of Charles Towne was founded just yards away 
from this very spot.  So, it’s very special to our history and a beautiful place, as well.  You can’t 
blame our Founding Fathers for landing here and wanting to stay awhile.  That’s for sure.  I’d like 
next to call on Rabbi Adam Rosenbaum of Synagogue Emanu-El to come forward and would Ms. 
Diny Adkins also come forward, as well?  Rabbi, thank you.  Please come around.” 
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Councilmember White said, “Mr. Mayor, while they’re coming up, we might recognize past 

Councilmember Aubry Alexander.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I was going to do that, and so, let’s do that in just a minute.  

Thank you.  Rabbi.” 
 
Rabbi Adam Rosenbaum said, “Good afternoon, Mayor Tecklenburg, esteemed 

Councilmembers, and citizens of Charleston.  As was mentioned, my name is Rabbi Adam 
Rosenbaum of Synagogue Emanu-El, just down the block, if you will, from here.  I’m here for the 
important purpose of taking this time as we do around this point of the calendar every year to recall 
the six million Jews who perished in The Shoah along with millions of others who suffered.  You 
see in front of all the Councilmembers’ and the Mayor’s spots that there is a memorial candle, and I 
know I brought a book of matches.  Maybe we could start lighting the candles and passing the 
book down.  In our tradition, the Jewish tradition, we are celebrating the holiday of Purim tomorrow, 
beginning tomorrow night.  This holiday celebrates the achievements of Esther as reported in the 
Book of Esther, and we celebrate that holiday with a lot of revelry, with a lot of silliness, but there 
are many serious messages that come from that, none the least of which is the importance of our 
Jewish community. Also, the fact of all religious communities being able to work together with the 
civil authorities in order to create good bonds and the spirit of cooperation.  If we don’t have that, 
then our communities are susceptible to the kinds of prejudice, to the kind of horrors certainly, the 
worst of which took place in Europe during World War II.  It’s very vital for this Council, year after 
year, to recognize the importance of remembering The Shoah, to remember the Holocaust.  Diny, 
here, is a survivor of the Holocaust and devotes so much of her time to teaching students from 
across this area all about her story and about the importance of remembering.  Diny, if you want to 
say a couple of words.”  

 
Ms. Adkins said, “Good afternoon.  My name is Diny Adkins, and I’m a Holocaust survivor.  

I go to schools, organizations, and churches to talk about my life.  I wrote a book, and I’m donating 
the book to our soldiers, to our homeless vets and our wounded vets and get it on Amazon.  I want 
to thank the Council and the Mayor for always having time for us to have a proclamation.  I thank 
you very much, and I’ll see you next year.”  

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you so much.” 
 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg then read the proclamation. 
 

---INSERT PROCLAMATION--- 
 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Diny, I thank you kindly for your book which is entitled, ‘Can 
Forgive, But Cannot Forget’.  So, in those little things in life, we say it’s good to forgive and forget, 
but for the important things in life, it’s better to forgive, but remember.  Thank you very much.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg continued, “So, next, let’s not forget, I did want to recognize, as 

Councilmember White pointed out, there are many great visitors here.  Thanks for all being here, 
but I do want to particularly recognize and thank former Councilmember Aubry Alexander, who 
represented this district in West Ashley so ably.  Thank you for your service.” 

 



City Council minutes 
        March 22, 2016 page 3 

 
 There was a round of applause in the hall. 
 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Next, we have a proclamation recognizing Girl Scout Week.  It’s 
actually a week or two past.  Is Loretta Graham and/or Donna Lee here?” 

 
Donna Lee said, “I’m here, Donna Lee.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Donna Lee, come forward.  True to promises made, Girl Scout 

cookies were brought to us.” 
 
Ms. Lee said, “Absolutely.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I’ll make another proclamation.”  
 
Mayor Tecklenburg read the proclamation. 
 

---INSERT PROCLAMATION--- 
 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.” 
 
Ms. Lee said, “Thank you, sir.” 
 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Ms. Lee said, “Thank you so much for this opportunity and for this proclamation.  I just want 

to say that our youth is our greatest investment.  Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts are fabulous 
preventive programs, so, if we usually see them in scouting, we won’t see them somewhere else.  
We hear a lot about kids who have taken a wrong turn or gone down the wrong path, but every day 
I get to see so many young people who are on the right path and striving to make a contribution to 
the community and to make the world a better place and every day I’m moved, touched and 
inspired by that, the Girl Scouts, the Boy Scouts, too.  I want to thank you for your time and the 
proclamation and welcome you officially, Mayor, and I look forward to a great relationship with you 
down the road.  We have cookies to say thank you for your service.  They’re over there, and, after 
the meeting, so we don’t distract the meeting, you can invite yourself to some of our wonderful Girl 
Scout cookies.  Thanks again for the opportunity.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you for your effort, and thank you for the cookies.  I’ll let all 

of our guests know that you’re welcome to share the cookies with us at the end of the meeting.  So, 
next, we have a proclamation honoring the American Red Cross.  Is Louise Welch Williams here?  
Please come forward, Louise and Board member Patrick Lamontagne.” 

 
Ms. Williams said, “Our Board Chair is Sid Boone.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I’ve really got the proclamations tonight.  Here’s another one.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg read the proclamation. 
 

---INSERT PROCLAMATION--- 
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Ms. Williams said, “While you sign that, Mayor, we thought it was only fair, as the new 

Mayor, we would pin you with our Red Cross pin to welcome you to the City as our Mayor and 
thank you for your support.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Ms. Williams said, “Thank you.  We’re not here only to declare it Red Cross month. We’ve 

been so busy, we almost forgot.  It’s late in the month, but thank you.  Also, Mayor and Council, 
thank you for your partnership.  We do a lot of work together.  It started with the shootings at 
Mother Emanuel, the floods, the fire at the Joseph P. Floyd Manor, and now we’re working on 
recovery.  We’ve already assisted 24 people in the City of Charleston with recovery from the 
floods.  So, it’s a great partnership.  Your firefighters and the Red Cross are actually saving lives 
with the Smoke Alarm Program.  We’re putting in smoke alarms in homes.  Chief Brack was here 
somewhere.  Her team is wonderful.  They help us with this lifesaving service.  We’re good 
partners.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  Thank you.” 
 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I couldn’t pull out my card, but I urge you all, if you haven’t given 

blood before, please give the gift of life through the Red Cross.  They do a great job.  Next, we also 
have this evening the Keep Charleston Beautiful awards, so, one at a time, I’m going to invite a few 
of our award winners.  Jamie Gillette of Keep Charleston Beautiful is going to join us, and it looks 
like she’s got everybody working on it.” 

 
Jamie Gillette said, “Good evening, everyone, my name is Jamie Gillette.  I am the 

relatively newly-appointed Program Director for Keep Charleston Beautiful, which is an affiliate of 
Keep America Beautiful.  Their mission is to end littering, increase recycling, and beautify 
communities.  So, every year Keep Charleston Beautiful presents awards that recognize our 
individuals, groups, and organizations in our community for going above and beyond to help us 
achieve that mission.  So, our first award tonight is our Teacher of the Year Award, and that is 
going to Ashley Cook from Ashley Hall girls’ school.” 

 
There was a round of applause in the hall.  
 
Ms. Gillette continued, “We have our Board Chairman, Russell Binder, and we also have 

Vonie Gilreath here from our Board for Keep Charleston Beautiful as we present our awards.  Our 
Teacher of the Year Award recognizes one teacher each year that has brought litter prevention, 
civic engagement, and waste responsibility into the classroom, and Ashley Cook goes above and 
beyond doing that with her students and helping them understand their role in the community and 
their impact on our natural world.  So, she is awarded with a birdhouse to do with what she 
pleases, or put out in their school garden. Congratulations.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Ms. Gillette continued, “Our next award is the Clara of the Year Award, and that’s 

presented to Jean Engle, right here.  She received a lovely photo of a brown pelican, which is our 
mascot, Clara.  Clara the pelican visits local schools helping students understand the impacts of 
litter and inspires them to get involved in the community, so we also love when our students 
recognize Clara outside of the classroom.  She makes an effort to visit all of our events and 
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festivals going on in the community, and Jean has gone above and beyond to bring our mascot to 
life.  She was just at the KidsFair at Burke High School, dancing with Mayor Tecklenburg this 
weekend, which was kind of fun to see.  So, congratulations!” 

 
Ms. Engle said, “Thank you.” 
 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Ms. Gillette said, “Our next award is the Adopt-a Stop Adopter of the Year award.  This 

goes to an organization, dungbeetlebag.com, and their representative here is JoElla Jackson-
Tyree to receive that award.  She’s receiving a plaque that goes on their sign at her adopted 
CARTA bus stop.  This is a partnership program with CARTA.  We have Rainy Kearney here from 
CARTA, and, basically, individuals in the community or organizations adopt an unsheltered CARTA 
bus stop, and they receive a trash can painted by one of our school groups.  Then, they’re 
responsible for maintaining that stop and ensuring that it stays litter-free, so we appreciate all of 
your hard work.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Ms. Gillette stated, “I want to thank Tabitha Ottiwell, come up here.  I had never met her 

before because, like I said, I’m relatively new, but she volunteered quite a bit last year in 2015 with 
our former program director.  She is receiving our Reverend Alma Dungee Volunteer of the Year 
Award for 2015, Tabitha Ottiwell.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Ms. Gillette continued, “This award recognizes one volunteer each year that has gone 

above and beyond to help create a litter-free and beautiful community.  She’s made herself readily 
available for cleanups and other Keep Charleston Beautiful events throughout the year.  She 
regularly cleans up the Gadsden Creek area near Hagood Avenue, and we would also like to 
recognize her, we’ll say, litter removal partner, Adrian Tippins, for their involvement in the 
beautification and cleanup efforts, as well.  Congratulations!” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Ms. Gillette continued, “Our Volunteer Group of the Year goes to the Navy Nuclear Power 

Training Command, and our representative here is Chief Mulvey.” 
 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Ms. Gillette continued, “Keep Charleston Beautiful was inspired by this group’s dedication 

and commitment throughout 2015.  They hosted cleanups almost monthly at various locations 
throughout the City of Charleston.  Their group contributed to 986 hours of service removing 280 
bags of litter and 93 tires in 2015, which totals about 15,000 pounds of litter, so we definitely 
appreciate that group’s help and effort in our community.  Congratulations!” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Ms. Gillette said, “Our last award is the Thornhill-Young Award, and that is going to Donna 

Jones, who could not be here tonight.  So, our representative here, Russell Binder, is accepting her 
award on her behalf.  Jane Thornhill and Elizabeth Young volunteered over 20 years of service to 
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Keep Charleston Beautiful in the City of Charleston.  Both women held a unique passion for 
creating a litter-free community, and these women were an inspiration to those around them, and 
their passion has passed down throughout their generations as they supported and encouraged 
others in the community to do their part to maintain our wonderful City.  So, this award is kind of a 
shout-out to them, but it’s going to Donna Jones.  Thank you.  Keep Charleston Beautiful would 
just like to thank the Council and Mayor Tecklenburg for letting us be here tonight.  We appreciate 
your time.” 

 
There was applause in the hall.  
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Let’s give a big round of applause for all of these wonderful 

volunteers.” 
 
There was more applause in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you for helping to keep Charleston beautiful in this day 

and age as we become more environmentally conscious.  It kind of boggles my mind that people 
still throw trash out indiscriminately, so please be mindful of litter in our community, and help keep 
Charleston clean.  Thanks for all you all do.  Next, we are going to have four public hearings, and in 
the interest of time with everyone here, I would like to kind of group all four of them together for 
public comment.  Mr. Morgan, would you please share with us all four items that are available for 
public comment this evening?” 

 
Mr. Morgan said, “The first item we have on the public hearings is an item that the applicant 

has requested a deferral on, but that was for rezoning located off North Westchester Road in West 
Ashley, 2.25 acres to be zoned from Light Industrial to General Business, and that was a request 
for deferral from the applicant.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Item E-1 has been deferred.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Please proceed.” 
 
Mr. Morgan continued, “The second public hearing is for a single-family house at 2116 St. 

James Drive in Riverland Terrace.  This is a recent annexation.  The request is for SR-1, which is 
similar to the zoning classification it had in Charleston County.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Alright.  Continue.” 
 
Mr. Morgan continued, “Then, the next item is 1827 Mepkin Road in West Ashley 

Plantation, .18 of an acre, and it is another annexation and a request for Single-Family Residential, 
SR-1.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Okay, and finally.” 
 
Mr. Morgan continued, “Then, we have the amendment to the Stonoview Planned Unit 

Development on River Road on Johns Island.  It’s approximately 147 acres, three different tax map 
numbers and this would, excuse me, it’s 147 acres plus an additional parcel that is 87 acres.  
That’s the addition to the site, and that would create a larger Planned Unit Development.  It would 
still be very limited in density.  It’s about 2.3 units per acre net.  There is much more than the 
required PUD minimum for open space and greenspace in open areas, and that is something that 
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has been to our Planning Commission.  As have all these other ones, it was recommended for 
approval by the Planning Commission.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  So, with Item E-1 deferred, we really 

have three matters in front of us this evening, one for 2116 St. James Drive, another for 1827 
Mepkin Road and, finally, for the Stonoview Planned Unit Development.  Would anyone like to be 
heard on any of these three matters?  Yes, sir.” 

 
1. Anthony G. Bryant said, “I’m sorry for wearing my hat, but I had to get here quickly.  

I want to make a correction to some public comments I made in complaints in 1994 and also in 
1999.  So, my name is Anthony G. Bryant, 2123 Courtland Avenue, Charleston, SC 29403.  So, we 
filed a complaint regarding the Comprehensive Plan of the City of Charleston.  In general, in ’09, for 
changes to be made under the Planning Enabling Act of 1994 regarding Zoning Boards and 
Commissions.  So, that’s ‘09.  So, I sent something in the mail for West Ashley, they were 
supposed to refer this matter to the Public Safety Chairman.  I’m a former member of the BZA of 
Charleston County for close to six years.  So, I filed a formal complaint regarding zoning and 
planning under public safety regarding their patterns and practices in an ordinance, State Statute 
and also at the portions of the Code.  That’s what I’m here for.  So, this is from Rossman Ali with 
the Department of Education.  I had to call Baltimore City, to my friend in Baltimore, to the 
prosecutor in Baltimore.  So then that had to go to Public Safety in ‘09.  I spoke to Rossman Ali,  
about, I guess, some program activities.  Now, again, I want to make sure you understand.  We 
want an ordinance put in place regarding patterns and practices under the zoning ordinances.  
Zoning is public safety and public health.  That’s what we need to happen to deal with the issue of 
all these potential conflicts of interest regarding the growth of the area in regards to a lot of the 
planned developments going on right now.  So, Mr. Waring, for 17 years, was on the Planning 
Commission.  To question his integrity, I didn’t like that at all.  He’s asking a request regarding 
making appropriate changes that should have been done years ago to give him the power he 
needs, as an elected official.  For 17 years he served, right?  So, therefore, I’m uncomfortable with 
Keith Waring being called out by certain people on his request that should have been in 1994, I 
believe, in the Planning Enabling Act.  Therefore, I believe we need to be in compliance with that 
action, and we need to support Councilman Waring, as well.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  I was a little remiss to let you know that if 

you want to speak on Item E-1 regarding North Westchester Road, we’re not going to vote on that 
tonight.  It has been deferred, but if you came to speak on that issue, you are welcome to speak 
up.  Would anyone else like to be heard on any of these four issues?  Well, there being none, we’ll 
move forward to act upon these matters.” 

 
The following item on the agenda was deferred: 
 

An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that property located off North Westchester Road 
(West Ashley) (2.225 acres) (TMS #309-15-00-070) (Council District 7), be rezoned 
from Light Industrial (LI) classification to General Business (GB) classification.  
(DEFERRED) 
 

Councilmember Seekings said, “Mr. Mayor, move on E-2 because that’s a second reading 
matter, so take that out separately, and move for approval.” 

 
On a motion of Councilmember Seekings and seconded by Councilmember Gregorie, 

City Council voted unanimously to give second reading to the following bill: 
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 An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 

zone map, which is a part thereof, so that 2116 Saint James Drive (Riverland Terrace – 
James Island) (0.24 acre) (TMS #343-02-00-073) (Council District 11), annexed into the 
City of Charleston January 26, 2016 (#2016-019), be zoned Single-Family Residential 
(SR-1) classification.  

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We are going to wait until our next City Council meeting to 

have the third reading on this item just because when it was first advertised, we didn’t know we 
were going to have the meeting at this location.  So, in all due caution, we’ll have third reading 
on that matter when we get back to City Hall.  Now, Item E-3.” 

 
Councilmember Seekings said, “So moved.” 
 
Councilmember Waring said, “E-3 and E-4.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “So, we have a motion.” 
 
Councilmember Gregorie said, “Second.” 
 
The Clerk said, “E-3 and E-4, Mayor?” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Three and four together?” 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “Yes.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Okay, we’ll take E-3 and E-4 together.  We have a motion for 

approval and a second.  Is there any discussion?  Yes, ma’am.” 
 
Councilmember Wilson said, “Just one quick comment on Item E-4.  I’m going to vote for 

it because it really is a very appropriate density in Johns Island.  The PUD is a good one.  It’s 
almost 400 homes, and judging from the geographical area, they’re all going to be coming down 
Maybank Highway and across the Wappoo Bridge, just pointing that out.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  Is there any other discussion?” 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Seekings, seconded by Councilmember Gregorie, City 

Council voted unanimously to give first reading to the following bills: 
 

An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 1827 Mepkin Road (West Ashley Plantation - 
West Ashley) (0.18 acre) (TMS #353-14-00-183) (Council District 2), annexed into the 
City of Charleston March 8, 2016 (#2016-037), be zoned Single-Family Residential 
(SR-1) classification. 
 

  An ordinance to amend Chapter 54 of the Code of the City of Charleston (Zoning 
Ordinance) by amending the Stonoview Planned Unit Development (PUD) Master 
Plan and Development Guidelines for property located on River Road (approximately 
147.09 acres) (TMS# 315-00-00-012, 047 and 120) and by changing the Zone Map 
to include property located on River Road (Johns Island) (approximately 87.46 acres) 
(TMS# 345-00-00-073 and 345-00-00-163) (Council District 5) as PUD classification. 
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Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Next, we’ll approve our last City Council minutes from March 

8th.” 
 
Councilmember Riegel said, “Move for approval, Mr. Mayor.” 
 
Councilmember Mitchell said, “Second.” 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Riegel, seconded by Councilmember Mitchell, City Council 

voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the March 8, 2016 City Council meeting. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Then, we have an amendment to our minutes from February 

23rd.  When Councilmember Gregorie raised the issue of our minutes from this meeting regarding 
our hotel study, I went back and read the minutes, and, in fact, it read that the motion was about to 
resolve to study the issue of the hotel moratorium when, in fact, the word moratorium should not 
have been in there.  We had withdrawn that motion, and the minutes simply should reflect that we 
voted unanimously to resolve to study the issue of hotels.  So, with your approval, I’ll submit that 
amendment to you.” 

 
Councilmember Mitchell said, “Move for approval with the changes.” 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “Second.”   
 
On a motion of Councilmember Mitchell, seconded by Councilmember Seekings, City 

Council voted to approve the amendment to the minutes of the February 23, 2016 meeting. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Next is our Citizens Participation Period, which is a 30-minute 

period by which we welcome comments from our citizens.  Could I get a show of hands of how 
many folks would like to make a comment this evening to the City Council?” 

 
Councilmember Shahid said, “Mr. Mayor, if I may?” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir.” 
 
Councilmember Shahid said, “There are several people from my district, a lot of my friends, 

neighbors, and constituents are here, and if we could just sort of recognize them for being a part.  I 
think they want to talk about maybe the Sunoco gas station.  If they could be recognized for their 
presence here this evening, I appreciate them all coming out this evening.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Terrific, terrific.  Well, why don’t we, when we have a speaker 

that speaks to the subject matter that is of interest to your district, as you mentioned it, we could 
ask them to all be recognized.  Would that make sense?” 

 
Councilmember Shahid said, “That would be perfect.  Thank you, sir.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “So, let me ask that we restrict public comment to two minutes 

given the number of folks that would like to speak.  Who would like to be heard?  Yes, sir, please 
come forward.  We’ll just pass around this microphone from person to person if you would.  Two 
minutes.” 
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1. Matt Doszkocs said, “Thank you, Mayor and Council.  I wanted to thank you also for 

making it a priority to remember the Holocaust.  I think it is important to also recognize that it didn’t 
go from zero to 60 in ten seconds flat.  It started with laws in the country of Hungary where my 
father is from.  In 1939, they just started passing little laws that tried to restrict how many Jewish 
people could be doctors because there were too many Jews who were doctors or lawyers, 
etcetera.  It starts with laws.  It starts with government.  So, you know, and then six years later, 
they’re shipping 12,000 a day to death camps in Germany, so I think it’s really important what the 
Rabbi spoke about, you know, the connection between civic leaders and the Jewish community.  I 
also just wanted to comment just briefly on Friday’s workshop, particularly the short-term rental 
issue.  You all asked about who you should pick as a representative for your district.  You all have 
one representative, pro or against.  I think I’d like to just comment and say I think it’s important that 
you pick someone who you feel is a good leader.  I think leadership qualities have to do more with 
someone who is willing to listen and understand the issue from multiple sides and make good 
decisions in helping the conversation that way.  I know the concern that most people have.  I’ve 
talked to 600 or 700 of our residents, so far on this issue, and I think the primary concern people 
have is the amount of money that is flowing into campaign funds from the hotel industry.  All of your 
donors, the biggest ones are hotels, the $1,000 max donations, and people understand this.  So, I 
think they want to see from you is, and certainly it’s going to raise some alarm bells, if you all stock 
the panel…” 

 
The Clerk called time. 
 
Mr. Doszkocs continued, “Thirty seconds?  Stock the panel with representatives from the 

hotel industry or people who are vehemently against or for without much thought.  Thank you very 
much.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you.  If you would, just pass the microphone to the next 

speaker. Thank you.” 
 
2. Anthony G. Bryant said, “Anthony G. Bryant, 2123 Courtland Avenue, Charleston, 

SC 29403.  I want to talk about 8,000 students that have been suspended from school, from 
Charleston County schools.  I was at the Charleston County Council meeting, at Stono Park, and I 
support that, too.  In terms of where are those young people, and in the terms of where their 
reading skillsets are, where are their math skillsets, and how many of them are in your district, and 
do you have abstracts of those students in your district that have been suspended from school a 
day, five days, or longer?  That then begins to put in perspective the issue of behavior by police 
and whether these young people don’t have the marketable skillsets at all, to participate in the 
market, period, in this area.  In terms of Mt. Pleasant, where you have an average mortgage of 
$314,000, what skill do you need to get a job to buy a house worth $314,000?  Therein lies a 
serious cause of those problems in this community about that 8,000.  I heard about 4,000 trying to 
apply for the magnet schools.  What about the 8,000 that were suspended, and so with your 
leadership, that would be good start with putting up with Zoning and Planning in regards to how do 
you plan for that? How do you plan to mitigate that?  How do you mitigate these young people?  
How do you adapt them in State and Federal prison?  How do you mitigate them to be able to pay 
taxes and bring a return back on their educational skillsets?  $12,000 a year per student at $17,000 
for a 20-year sentence in prison.  Where’s the cost analysis in that for the City of Charleston or any 
other City?  When you go around the Country, actually in the cities and others, have a really 
tangible discussion, you start seeing unrest and things of that nature.  It comes down to what I told 
a friend of mine in Baltimore.  I said...” 

 
The Clerk called time. 
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Mr. Bryant continued, “...‘marketable skillsets over protests.’  That’s my motto.  Thank you.” 

 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, sir.  If you would, pass it to the next speaker.  If I 
could pause for just a second and let everyone know there are plenty of seats up front and on the 
side over here.  There is no need for you to stand if you don’t want to.  Please come forward.  
There are plenty of seats.  Yes, sir.” 
 

3. Mohammed Idris said, “Mayor Tecklenburg, I almost said Mayor Riley, with it being 
at Charles Towne Landing, it takes you back.  Mohammed Idris, with the name of God, the 
merciless benefactor and the merciful redeemer.  There is no God but God, and I bear witness that 
man cannot be God.  Man can only be a messenger of God.  When I look at this place, it is 
beautiful, and we are working hard to get something like this on the Eastside.  This is what we 
would like to have on the Eastside for the people who have been there over, I don’t know, how 
many years we started supporting Mayor Riley since he came into office.  The 75 rule, you know 
the 75% rule that you all were talking about on Broad Street?  We want some of that.  When you 
look at this flyer that I gave you, you see the Flag, the beautiful Flag, the 13 colonies, and this 
Landing makes us think about the 13 colonies.  You see the evil words and vision.  You see the 
horse.  They’ve got to put a saddle on him and a blinder on him because he just goes where the 
light is.  Now, the elephant can’t go any faster than he is.  I mean, he can’t.  He’s a big, big 
creature, and he’s in trouble now in our Country.  The Republican party is in trouble now.  The 
elephant is going to look back, and he’s so big, and his tail is so small, he can’t look back.  He 
doesn’t have anything to look back for. Everything he has is up front.  So, he has nothing to look 
back for, and we got a man named Donald Trump.  He’s telling it like it is, like the common man 
said.  So, we are saying that the donkey, although they say that the Democrats have the donkey, 
and they’re the dumbest, but they are the smartest because that word ‘don’ when you go to Oxford 
College, that means teacher, and the donkey got accused of that.  So, those we may have thought 
were the jackass...” 

 
The Clerk called time. 
 

 Mr. Idris continued, “...are the people who are going to lead this world.  Thank you.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, sir.  Right behind you, if you would, sir.  Pass the 
microphone.” 
 

4. Joe Johnston said, “It’s kind of hard to follow up on that.  I’m Joe Johnston, for folks 
that don’t know me.  I know a lot of folks here.  I live in the West Ashley area, and I ran for office, 
ran against Keith.  He cheated, but that’s alright.  But anyway, I just wanted to invite everybody to a 
West Ashley Community Day that we’re having here in West Ashley at the Citadel Mall on the 23rd.  
What we’re asking is for the City and the County and for all them to have the firefighters and police 
officers, and we’ll have EMS and the Sheriff’s Department, because we want all of the folks in West 
Ashley to come meet the people that work in our area and serve with us.  We want them to be able 
to talk to them, shake their hands, and see what’s going on.  We’re going to have a great time out 
there.  We want everybody to come.  Mayor, I sent you an e-mail yesterday, so I know you didn’t 
get to it until today, but it is an important event, and it’s something that West Ashley needs.  We 
need something to bring us all together.  With that being said, my friend, Teresa, here, which I met 
on social media, developed a page.  It’s called West Ashley United, and what that does is you can 
post on there, the Mayor and most of the Councilmembers are on there, and if you have a 
question, you don’t have to wait to come to the meeting.  You can get your answer, pretty 
immediately.  So, if you have any concerns, feel free to go to that Facebook site, and it’s West 
Ashley United on Facebook.  Like it on Facebook, and you can express any interest for the West 
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Ashley area.  We take a lot of questions.  We had a lot of questions prior to the meeting.  We 
posted that we were coming, and we wanted to bring it to Councilmembers, which we have, and 
they already addressed them, most of them.” 

 
The Clerk called time. 
 
Mr. Johnston continued, “So, you won’t have that.  Anyway, it’s April 23rd from 10:00 a.m. to 

4:00 p.m., and we look forward to seeing everybody there.  Come out and enjoy it, and have a 
good time.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, Joe.  Would anyone else that would like to be heard?  

This is your chance.  We also have with us this evening another distinguished former City 
Councilmember, Paul Tinkler.  Thank you for your service.” 

 
There was a round of applause in the hall. 
 
5. Paul Tinkler said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  Mr. Mayor and members of Council, 

welcome back to West Ashley.  Though this issue is not on your agenda, I would like to address 
the use of the former Piggly Wiggly property.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mr. Tinkler continued, “Mr. Mayor, I recently spoke with you on this issue briefly.  I 

appreciate your agreement on this issue.  Councilmember Shahid, I’ve also spoken with you.  First 
of all, I would like to thank publicly Faison, the owner of the property.  They have come into West 
Ashley and made a substantial investment, and I recognize that, and we appreciate that.  They’ve 
made a significant improvement to the Ashley Landing Shopping Center.  We are now informed, 
however, that the Piggly Wiggly property will become a gas station.  It could be, I’m informed, it’s 
going to be a beautiful gas station.  It’s going to be, in fact, the largest gas station in the City of 
Charleston, I’m told, but it will be a gas station.  In 1999, we formed the Old Charlestowne District 
Task Force.  The mission of our group was to take responsibility for the commercial area from the 
Northbridge to what was then called the ‘The Christian Exxon’, now the Rite Aid.  We developed an 
overall vision to emphasize that this area was a very important entry into our City, and I want to 
note, by the way, that we are on sacred ground here.  This is where the Cassique persuaded the 
initial ragtag group of settlers that were flown here from Barbados.  Three ships set out.” 

 
The Clerk called time. 
 

 Mr. Tinkler continued, “One ship made it, and they originally wanted to go down to Port 
Royal, but instead they were persuaded to come here.  This was the best land in the area.  It was 
high ground.  We don’t have flooding out here, Mr. Mayor, and it was, in fact, a burial ground.  In 
any event, furthering that vision, we picked up the litter.  We enforced the sign orders.  We raised 
$300,000 in cash and in kind to beautify the medians.  We participated in the Commercial Corridor 
Design and Review process, and it resulted in improvements to several properties.  We advocated 
for a park.” 
 
 The Clerk called time. 
 
 Mr. Tinkler continued, “It became a reality of recent.  When the Piggly Wiggly closed, many 
of us saw that as an opportunity to make use of the property into something that we could look at, 
perhaps, as a crowning achievement of the original goals of the Task Force.  I believe the City 
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Planning staff has ideas for the use of this property that are consistent with our original hope.  The 
renewed vitalization of West Ashley starts here, Mr. Mayor.” 
 
 There was applause in the hall. 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.” 
 
 Mr. Tinkler continued, “I just want to close by saying, I urge the Mayor, Council, and staff to 
work with the owner to find a use for that property that will further our goals.  Thank you.” 
 
 There was applause in the hall. 
 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  Yes, sir.” 
 
6. Steve Coe said, “Mr. Mayor and Council, my name is Steve Coe.  I’m an architect 

here in Charleston.  I’ve been an architect here for almost 25 years.  More importantly, I live in 
Northbridge Terrace, and I serve on the Neighborhood Task Force Mr. Tinkler just referenced.  I 
think the issue is, and I’m here to speak about, the Faison property, as well.  I’ve seen what Faison 
has submitted or is proposing there.  I think the issue is much bigger than whether it’s a gas 
station, or whether it’s not a gas station.  Number one, the zoning, as I understand it, allows that 
use and I find it challenging for the City to tell an owner something that is zoned for a use that is 
allowed in that, can’t be done.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mr. Coe continued, “I think what we need to do is to work very closely to ensure that the 

piece of architecture that’s put there, whether it goes against our collective understanding of what a 
gas station is or not, it needs to be the best piece of architecture that it can be.  More importantly, 
though, I think the Mayor’s Civic Design Center has an opportunity to really study this area and do 
a comprehensive plan not only for what that piece of property is supposed to be, but how do we 
deal with the suicide merge.  How does traffic, pedestrian and vehicular, be improved in this area?  
I know that there has been a study in the past.  I don’t know how old that is, but I do think the bulk 
of changes that have happened over the years and the growth that we’ve seen and a renewed 
interest in West Ashley, that’s it’s time for a comprehensive plan for this area to be done.  Thank 
you.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you.  Yes, ma’am.” 
 
7. Ledlie Bell said, “Mr. Mayor, members of Council, I am Ledlie Bell, 1 Johnson Road, 

West Ashley.  I would like to talk about another gateway that will be on the agenda.  I have been a 
licensed tour guide.  I live West Ashley and go downtown for one of the tours I developed for 
children that I called ‘From Drawing Room to Dungeon.’  I would take the kids into the Old Custom 
Exchange Building and explain to them that this is the third most historic landmark after 
Independence Hall was founded.  I feel very strongly that you have great visionary leaders in 
Charleston.  We’re fortunate.  As the City developed and spread going past the Garden District, as 
it were, and towards the Ashley River, they decided, in their wisdom, that land should remain open 
and available to the citizens north of Tradd as far as Beaufain, west of Rutledge as far as the river.  
That was a vision.  Now, it’s not a nice history in terms of the changes that were made, but I want 
you to keep that as a point in reference that it was the intent of the leaders of the time that we, and 
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all those following us, would always have that open area.  It wouldn’t just be the land immediately 
around the Colonial Lake, as we now call it.  I frame it in another way in that my first interest in 
history was visiting my maternal grandmother in my birth City of Philadelphia.  I learned in visiting 
Independence Hall that there might have been a tall building that blocked your view, but I had an 
ancestor.  It was just one man.  It wasn’t a group of varying visionary City leaders.” 

 
The Clerk called time. 
 
Ms. Bell continued, “He said ‘this needs to be a park,’ and it has remained one.  He made it 

a park by giving that land.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, Ms. Bell.” 
 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
8. Aubry Alexander said, “Aubry Alexander, 1400 Parkshore Drive in Huntington 

Woods.  Thank you, Mr. Mayor and Councilmembers.  It’s a little different being on this side of the 
table, but I’m not missing it right now.” 

 
There was laughter in the hall. 
 
Mr. Alexander continued, “Councilmember Paul Tinkler and I have had several 

conversations over the Sunoco opportunity that has been presented to the City.  In fact, Paul 
(Tinkler) was composing his letter on the way and was wondering where the promise of fixing traffic 
getting to West Ashley was going to be fixed.  I couldn’t comment on that, but I told him, this is the 
right place to have that conversation here.  Paul told me the history of the Task Force, the vision of 
the Task Force that was created back then, a vision, as a Neighborhood President, a member of 
the City Neighborhood Commission, as a Chairman and a member of the Old Charlestowne 
District Task Force and as a Councilmember, I worked that plan diligently because it took a lot of 
people over a week in a charrette when there was nothing but an old mall sitting here, that the 
infrastructure around this area was failing.  We challenged ourselves, and the City challenged us.  
Mayor Riley challenged us.  At that point and time, I believe it was Tim Keane, challenged us to 
create that vision.  This is no different than what we’re doing at DuWap.  They’re creating their 
vision of the neighborhood they want to live in.  The triangle where the Piggly Wiggly is has always 
been a bone of contention, and I, too, appreciate Faison and their investment.  They have done a 
wonderful job.  In my conversations with them, they had told me several petroleum companies had 
approached them.  That was not their vision.  They weren’t going there.  Times change.  I 
understand it, economic pressures on their development company.  However, that having been 
said, that is the focal gateway to West Ashley.  To drive in, we already see the...” 

 
The Clerk called time. 
 
Mr. Alexander continued, “...ugly back side of the Piggly Wiggly, but to drive in and see the 

back side of a gas station and beautifully landscaped and a lot of lipstick, the bottom line, it’s still a 
gas station.  The site deserves something better.  In my experience, in all of those capacities in the 
City of Charleston, the City doesn’t expect, they demand better.  If you look at the projectsm 
whether it’s the Gaillard or the West Ashley Senior Center that’s coming up, the City of Charleston 
does quality product based on where it’s located.  This is a gateway.  I appreciate your support.  I 
appreciate Councilmember Shahid’s support.  We’ve had a conversation, as well, and I would hope 
you would support looking at that for something substantial, meaningful, and attractive for this area 
in the City.  Thank you.” 
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There was applause. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you.  Yes, ma’am.” 
 
9. Susan Stevens said, “Mayor Tecklenburg and members of City Council, thank you 

for your time and your dedication to our community.  My name is Susan Stevens.  I’ve been a 
resident of Parkshore for over 30 years, and I am the current Chair of the Old Charlestowne District 
Task Force.  With all due respect to my mentor, Aubry Alexander, who got me into this role, we 
disagree just a little bit on this, but I think that’s healthy.  I think you can have healthy disagreement 
and still be friends and be in a community.  I do support the property owners of the old Piggly 
Wiggly.  I think their proposal for the Sunoco mart, I wouldn’t really call it a gas station, as we think 
of the old BP that was just torn down.  I think it is a reasonable proposal.  It is within their zoning, so 
there is no zoning change necessary to do it.  I also agree that Faison has acted in good faith.  
They’ve made a significant investment in that property, and this is just the first step in what they 
hope to do.  I also agree that if we as a community and the citizens of our City want more, we need 
to step up and make it happen and work with our private sector partners to make that happen.  I 
think Faison has acted in good faith.  They’ve done what they can with private money.  Aubry 
(Alexander) mentioned both the Gaillard and the West Ashley Senior Center.  I believe both of 
those involve a significant amount of public funds, so that’s the difference in those projects.  I would 
just ask everyone to work with the developers and not say ‘no’ to everything right away.  Let’s work 
together as a community to make West Ashley the best that we can.  I also want to mention that 
Faison has offered to host a separate meeting to explain the details of what they’ve done so far, 
what their proposal is, and what their vision is for the future.  Thank you.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  Yes, sir.” 
 
10. Melvin Ezell said, “My name is Melvin Ezell.  I’m President of Sandhurst Civic 

Association and a former member of the Old Charlestowne Task Force.  I’d like to speak against 
the proposal to place a gas station at the site of the old Piggly Wiggly property.  I’d like to point out 
that a gas station, by any design, is still a gas station.  Charleston has a golden opportunity, a one-
time opportunity to develop this area not as a welcome to West Ashley, my friends, a welcome to 
Charleston.  It should be an information center.  It should have some greenspace.  It should have 
walking paths.  It should be well beyond the half dozen persons that will be employed to run the 
gas station.  One of the proposals and one of the visions, a part of the visions that came out of the 
Old Charlestowne Task Force by one of the members at that time, she said ‘I would love to see a 
nice hotel somewhere in Ashley Landing.  A hotel, remind you, employs 200, 300, 400 people.  It is 
not a high traffic zone, but I ask you as Councilpersons and Mr. Mayor, to think out of the box and 
look at that in the long term.  I point out again a gas station, by any design, is a gas station.  We 
can point to the one located at the corner of Meeting Street and Calhoun, and who would like to 
wish that it would go away?  In conclusion, I put my thoughts into a letter that is available to each of 
the Councilmembers and Mr. Mayor.  Hopefully, it will be published soon in the Post and Courier.  
Thank you, sir.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you.  Yes, ma’am.” 
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11. Sue Buchanan said, “Thank you.  Hi, my name is Sue Buchanan.  I live in 

Northbridge Terrace and have lived there for over 30 years.  As we all know that live in the Old 
Charlestowne District, we desperately need the help of the City.  We were so heartened when you 
were running your campaign.  Both you and Mr. Shahid stood in front of the Piggly Wiggly and 
used that as your rallying cry.  It was really a symbol for how West Ashley needs to be revitalized, 
and that really meant so much to us to be recognized in that way.  Then, once you were elected, 
you spoke about how you would like to see West Ashley become the crown jewel of the Cityscape 
of Charleston, so all that meant so much to us.  It was quite a disappointment when the news came 
out that replacing the Piggly Wiggly was a gas station.  I will admit, like everyone else, it is a 
beautiful design, but what comes with it are so many problems that really haven’t been addressed.  
We, the residents of that community, have a right to kind of peaceful enjoyment, and we’re very 
worried about that because gas stations are known to bring with it a host of problems, crime, the 
nuisances of loitering.  24/7 is probably when it would operate, so we feel like it’s mainly going to 
be pass-through people that aren’t really interested in our community.  I agree Faison has done a 
wonderful job with the renovating and painting, and I know there was more they had planned to do 
but the fact that they are now going with the gas station when they said that isn’t in their plan is a 
real disappointment, and I don’t believe it’s to serve our community.  It may serve other 
communities, but we don’t need a gas station.  I think they need one.  We don’t need a 
convenience store, and we just really hope that the City will step up and help us come up with a 
solution to this.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you.” 
 
Ms. Buchanan continued, “Thank you.” 
 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir.” 
 
12. Michael Edwards said, “My name is Michael Edwards.  I live at 945 Orange Grove 

Road.  I also pastor the church at 952 Orange Grove Road.  It’s down by the new Catholic 
Diocese.  I want to address the secondary issue of product sold at the gas station, which is the 
liquor.  Revitalization statistics tell us for every liquor outlet in a square block area, there is a 2% 
increase in crime.  Now, if you happen to go down to my end of Orange Grove Road, you will find a 
lot of small wine bottles, liquor bottles, and other paraphernalia that you wouldn’t desire to have in 
your yard related to the outlets that are already on Sam Rittenberg and Old Towne.  They seem to 
find their way down.  There seems to be a lot of drinking down our way.  So, I am concerned about 
the increase in crime.  They already have a problem on the other side of Orange Grove, and it 
doesn’t seem to be addressed with the gas station. I’m not opposed to gas.  I’m opposed to more 
liquor sales in our community.  Thank you.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.” 
 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Would anyone else want to be heard?” 
 
13. Lauren Hunt said, “Thank you.  Thank you, Mayor, and thank you, Council.  My 

name is Lauren Hunt.  I am a resident of West Ashley.  I live off of Orange Grove Road.  I am here 
as a resident and an enthusiast of West Ashley.  I love West Ashley and feel very protective of our 
community.  I first wanted to just talk about my larger concerns that some of the previous speakers 
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have addressed about the need for more holistic thinking about West Ashley, about Sam 
Rittenberg, about this area that we’re in right now.  We’re in one of the gems of this area.  It’s one 
of my favorite places to come.  It’s a community area of congregation, but there are very few areas 
like this in West Ashley.  I have two small children and struggle with the fact that even though we 
love to come here, we, definitely from across Orange Grove, could not walk here.  You risk your life 
trying to cross Sam Rittenberg, could not bike here, and have our time driving.  The fact that we 
have intersections that are called the ‘suicide merge’ speaks to that.  So, wanting to take this 
opportunity to think holistically about this area, we have a real opportunity with the Faison property.  
I have seen the plans.  I am grateful for the mindfulness with which they have obviously been 
designed, but as several speakers have pointed out, it’s still a gas station, and not what we had in 
mind, it’s not the kind of revitalizing community-minded development.  So, I would just like to ask all 
of you, let’s not settle for looking beautiful while we head in the wrong direction.  Let’s head in the 
right direction together towards the future of West Ashley that we want to be a part of and spend 
time with.  Thank you.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  Yes, sir.” 
 
14. Mark said, “Good evening everyone.  My name is Mark.  Some of you may know 

me, some of you don’t.  I have more of a question than a concern.  I hate public speaking, so if I 
look nervous, I am, but what I’m about to say, I just have a quick question.  Growing up, my 
parents always taught me, if you don’t know something, ask, so that’s what I want to do.  I want to 
ask a question.  I understand that the area where we’re all talking about, the old Piggly Wiggly is a 
vacant building and is currently zoned for a gas station.  Is that correct?” 

 
Councilmember Waring said, “It allows it, yes.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “It allows it.” 
 
Mark continued, “It allows it, so I want to know now, since the current zoning allows a gas 

station for this area, how do you tell a developer that has invested in this community over and over, 
‘you cannot put your business here?’  That’s what I’m not understanding.  I don’t live in that area.  I 
live off Bees Ferry, so it really doesn’t concern me, but I don’t understand that.  I’m a business 
owner, and if the City told me I couldn’t put my business where it was zoned, I would move the hell 
out of that town.  That’s just me.  So, how do you go about telling a developer, ‘you cannot put your 
business where it’s zoned?’  Can anybody answer me?  I don’t understand that.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “The period here is for the public, your time to speak.  We’ll be 

glad to address that.” 
 
Mark continued, “Okay.  That’s all I have to say. The renderings look beautiful. I get that. 

No matter what, whether it’s a restaurant, a hotel or whatever it is, somebody is always going to 
have a problem with it.  There’s always a business out there that nobody likes.  The renderings 
look great, and I think it’s still a gas station, I get that, but I just don’t understand how a city or a 
town could say, ‘you can’t have that’.  Thank you guys for listening.  I appreciate it.  Have a good 
evening.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “The bottom line is the zoning would have to be changed or 

somebody else would have to buy the property.  So, thank you very much and, would anyone else 
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like to be heard?  If not, that’s the end of our Citizens Participation Period.  I’d like to call on 
Councilmember Shahid.” 

 
Councilmember Shahid said, “Could we have those who are present today who wanted to 

show their support or opposition to the gas station please stand.  Thank you all very much for 
coming out.  As you all are aware, we are not making any decisions tonight about it, but your 
support and coming out this evening is very important to the whole process, and we will, obviously, 
be back in contact with all of you all.  I want to just thank former Councilmembers Tinkler and Aubry 
Alexander, for coming out tonight particularly and for their comments.  You all can be seated.  We 
want to thank you all for coming.  This is an important issue for this area, and the comments that, I 
don’t want to repeat the thoughts and the issues, but I think it’s very important that we keep in mind 
the opportunity we have here for part of the revitalization of West Ashley.  The revitalization of this 
district, including the things that we talked about with the ‘suicide merge’ we have the ability to 
make this area accessible to all of our citizens and to help promote the growth of West Ashley.  I 
appreciate you all coming out, and we will certainly keep these lines of communication open.  
Thank you all so much.”  

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, thank you, again.” 
 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, Councilmember Shahid.  If I may take just a couple 

minutes to address this matter and a couple of the issues that citizens addressed.  First of all, to let 
you all know, this Council had a workshop meeting this past Friday at the Bees Ferry Recreation 
Center.  We were there for about four hours, so we had a little more time to discuss issues.  We 
didn’t take any votes.  We talked about a number of things including hotel studies, sea-level rise, 
and housing opportunities, but we spent a good bit of time talking about West Ashley in our future.  
One thing that our staff shared with the Council, and it’s been a concept that’s been talked about 
for a year or two now, is the formation of what’s called a Tax Increment Finance District.  I mention 
that specifically tonight because the original proposal included Citadel Mall up to about Highway 
61.  Based on the prior recommendations of a number of City Councilmembers, staff went back 
and looked at that district, and now is proposing that the district extend all the way up to include 
Ashley Plaza, the old Piggly Wiggly site and beyond, up to about Orange Grove Road.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I see Aubry (Alexander) cheering back there.  So, we had to get 

that district passed this year and get approval from County Council and from our School District for 
it to be effective.  Then, we have to wait a little while for the values in the district to rise in order to 
get an income stream to be able to make public improvements, so it’s a little complicated.  So, 
that’s one thing this Council and our City staff are moving forward on.  Secondly, Council approved 
last year a goodly amount of funding for planning.  One of the items they included was $350,000 
for an overall Citywide traffic and transportation study, and that’s a good thing to do, but, 
respectfully, I did believe after thinking about it, we know we have a transportation and traffic 
problem in our area, and we know it takes time to enact new roads and change our public transit 
system and all of that.  I suggested to Council, we didn’t vote on this, that we take a little more 
holistic look and focus on West Ashley and spend that money for planning of really for all aspects 
of West Ashley from traffic to zoning to pedestrian usage to drainage.  Also, we would include, as 
we did recently in a joint study effort with the County of Charleston for the Dupont–Wappoo, now 
affectionately known as the DuWap area, that we use that model of a really collaborative effort of 
the City Planning Department, along with the County, and involve the St. Andrews Public Service 
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District, along with our citizens, of course, and all vested interests, to really take a little time and 
think holistically in the big picture of West Ashley, and what we would like to see, that would 
provide us and our citizens an opportunity to really create a road map going forward for what we 
would like to see.  So, our staff will be coming back to City Council with a specific planning 
recommendation to move forward with that.  I mention that to share with you, I think we get the big 
picture about the need for planning.  Now, here comes an isolated development plan for a property 
and the zoning is in place that allows it, so it really does create some difficulties.  I know you 
understand that because people have property rights, and once their property is zoned, they 
should be able to do what is allowed.  That being said, our staff and this Mayor do not support the 
placement of another convenience store and gas station on that site.  We’ve asked Faison, 
respectfully, to consider other uses, and we will continue to do so.  That won’t stop them from 
coming forward with an application and this Council really will not be voting on their application.  It 
will go, I think many of you may know, but if you don’t, it will go to our Design Review Board and so 
pay attention.  If that application gets placed, we’ll ask you to please come out and make your 
feelings known to the Design Review Board about that use and the challenges it presents for this 
site in this neighborhood.  In the meantime, I assure you that City staff and myself will be working 
and talking with Faison about other ideas for the site.  In fact, we already have, but we will continue 
to do so.  So, I just wanted to share those thoughts with you.   

 
Now, as another communication, I did want to thank this Council and, particularly, 

Councilmember Seekings and the Sustainability Committee because of your hard work.  Beaufort’s 
Mayor Keyserling and myself flew into Washington last week, a week ago Monday yesterday, and 
then the next day on Tuesday, the Department of Interior, along with the Administration, 
announced that they were reversing their plans for offering leases offshore in the Atlantic Ocean for 
offshore drilling and seismic testing.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “So, Councilmember Seekings would like to say a word.” 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “Well, thank you, Mr. Mayor.  You may remember that 

before you were Mayor Tecklenburg, when you were Candidate Tecklenburg, we were out at Folly 
Beach on one of the hottest days of the year in the sand, and they say when you have skin in the 
game, you really get behind something.  You may remember we stood in that hot sand with about 
500 other people and spoke out about this offshore drilling plan, left a lot of skin on that beach, and 
since then, a lot has happened.  So, it shows you that if you get behind something and you make 
voices heard, they can be heard a long way because that started out as a very untenable 
movement to stop what looked like something that was already in place, and the voices from this 
community spoke very loudly.  I want to thank you for your leadership, and it worked, so it was 
certainly pretty amazing.  We’ll see where it will go from here.  So, thank you.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “It didn’t hurt that the Department of Defense also came out 

against it.” 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “Right.” 
 
There was laughter in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Alright.  So, onto our Council Committee reports.  First, the 

Committee on Public Works.” 
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Councilmember Gregorie said, “Move for approval.” 
 
Councilmember Mitchell said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “There is a motion for approval and a second. Is there any 

discussion?” 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Gregorie, seconded by Councilmember Mitchell, City 

Council voted unanimously to adopt the report of the Committee on Public Works and Utilities 
as presented: 
 

---INSERT COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES REPORT--- 
 

 (a) Acceptance and Dedication of Rights-of-Way and Easements 
 -- 7 Nashmor – Acceptance and dedication of a stormwater drainage easement.  

a. Plat 
b. Non-Exclusive Stormwater Drainage Easement 

  (b) Miscellaneous or Other New Business 
 -- 583 King Street Sidewalk – Authorize the Director of the Department of 
Public   Service to send a letter to SCDOT which states the City will accept 
maintenance/liability responsibility of non-standard improvements in the right-of-
way (granite curbing, bluestone, red pavers) for a portion of the sidewalk located 
at 583 King Street (S-104) in conjunction with the 583 King Street Hotel 
improvements. Letter and map attached. 
a. Letter 
b. Map 
 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Next, our Committee on Ways and Means.” 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Move for approval.” 
 
Councilmember Gregorie said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “There is a motion for approval and a second. That would 

include any ordinances therein. Is there any discussion?” 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Moody, seconded by Councilmember Gregorie, City 

Council voted to adopt the report of the Committee on Ways and Means as presented: 
 

---INSERT COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS REPORT--- 
 

(Bids and Purchases  
(Police Department: Approval to submit the Awesome Foundation grant application 

for a mural for the CPD Family Room for $1,000.  No cash match is required. 
(Office of Cultural Affairs: Approval to submit a grant application to South Carolina 

Department of Parks, Recreation & Tourism (“SCPRT”) in the amount of $6,000 
for the 2016 MOJA Arts Festival.  A City match in the amount of $12,181.82 is 
required. The match will come from A-Tax funds.  

(Parks-Capital Projects: Approval of Colonial Lake Park Improvements Change 
Order #15 to the Construction Contract with Wildwood Contractors, LLC, in the 
amount of $95,900 for approximately 400 square feet of additional tabby wall 
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repairs along Ashley Avenue and the corner of Ashley and Broad ($125,000) 
and zeroing out the mucking allowing in the contract and the 4” underdrain (-
$29,100).  This approval will result in a budget transfer of $95,900 from the 
Project Contingency to the Wildwood Construction Contract.  The total project 
budget remains unchanged.  The contract time will increase by 18 days. The 
approval of Change Order #15 will result in a $95,900 increase to the Wildwood 
Contractors, LLC Construction Contract from $4,609,256.56 to $4,705,156.56.  
The funding sources for this project are: 1997 GO Bond, Charleston Parks 
Conservancy, Municipal Accommodations, Hospitality Fund, and Drainage 
Fund.  

(Parks-Capital Projects: Approval of Colonial Lake Aid-to-Construction Agreement 
and payment to SCE&G in the amount of $152,436.36 for providing and 
installing 59 Charleston Series style luminaries, 42 aluminum Charleston Series 
anchor base poles and 17 fiberglass Whatley direct embedded poles.  The total 
project budget remains unchanged.  The Aid-to-Construction Agreement will be 
funded by the already existing $6,134,089.43 project budget. The funding 
sources for this project are: 1997 GO Bond, Charleston Parks Conservancy, 
Municipal Accommodations, Hospitality Fund, and Drainage Fund.  

(Parks-Capital Projects: Approval of an Aid-to-Construction Agreement and 
payment to SCE&G in the amount of $67,809.60 for pedestrian street lighting on 
Spring and Cannon Streets.  The cost is based on the City providing all 
conduits, foundations, 130 poles and 70 fixture heads.  SCE&G will provide an 
additional 60 fixture heads, wiring and installation of the system.  All of the City 
requirements have already been met through prior contracts on the project.  The 
total project budget remains unchanged.  The Aid-to-Construction Agreement 
will be funded by the already existing $6,152,128 project budget.  The funding 
sources for this project are: 2000 General Fund Reserves ($300,000) and 
Gateway TIF ($5,852,128).  

(Parks-Capital Projects: Approval of a Construction Contract with PURVIS Systems 
Incorporated in the amount of $43,227.88 for the installation and configuration of 
bunk room lighting to integrate with the existing Fire Station Alerting System 
(FSAS) in each of the 15 fire stations.  The purchase and installation will 
obligate $43,227.88 of the $46,500 allocated for the work from the 2016 
Professional and Contractual Services in the Fire Department budget.    

(Public Service: Approval for JMT to provide final design and construction 
documents for the Low Battery Improvement Project in the amount of $255,457. 

(Public Service: Approval of Addendum #17 in the amount of $50,000 for Woolpert, 
Inc. to perform continued management support in the Church Creek Special 
Stormwater Management Area to include ICPR stormwater model updates, 
review of design/model calculations, design services, verification surveys, 
attendance of client/public meetings, and other related duties.  

(Housing and Community Development: Mayor and City Council approval is 
requested for the submission of the Application for Federal Assistance (SF 424 
Forms) and the corresponding documents to the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD), which comprises the City of Charleston 2016-2017 
Annual Action Plan.  This request has been coordinated with the Community 
Development Committee of City Council.  The Committee approved the 
HOPWA, HOME and CDBG budgets.  However, amendments were requested 
to the CDBG budget to support the homeless efforts and are as follows: an 
award to the Homelessness Coalition in the amount of $25,000 (reduced from 
$50,000); One Eighty Place $40,000 (increased from $15,000); Greater 
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Charleston Empowerment Corporation $28,000 (reduced from $30k) and the 
Charleston Trident Urban League, House and Home Program $25,000 (reduced 
from $30k).  Additionally, approval is requested for the execution of contracts for 
each organization based on the approved budget.  The contracts will be 
reviewed and vetted by City of Charleston Corporation Counsel prior to the 
dissemination of the contracts to the nonprofit agency.   

(Request authorization from the Mayor to execute the attached Temporary 
Construction Easement Agreement between the City of Charleston and E.C. 
Lofts, LLC [a portion of Moultrie Street (paper right-of-way)] 

(Consider the following annexations:  
(i) 2066 Vestry Drive (TMS# 355-14-00-022) 0.28 acre, West Ashley (District 2) 
(ii) 604 Savannah Highway (TMS# 421-03-00-179) 0.24 acre, West Ashley      
(District 11) 

    (iii) Savannah Highway (TMS# 286-00-00-033) 16.01 acres, West Ashley      
(District 5) 

(A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute on behalf of the City the necessary 
documents to lease or license from Charleston County, for a period of sixty days, a 
building known as the County Work Center for use as a temporary shelter for those 
displaced from the homeless encampment known as “Tent City”, and to enter into 
a Memorandum of Understanding with professional service providers for the 
provision of services to clients at the temporary shelter.  

 
Give first reading to the following bills and resolution coming from Ways and Means: 
 

An ordinance to provide for the annexation of property known as 2066 Vestry Drive 
(0.28 acre) (TMS# 355-14-00-022), West Ashley, Charleston County, to the City of 
Charleston, shown within the area annexed upon a map attached hereto and make it 
part of District 2. 
 
An ordinance to provide for the annexation of property known as 604 Savannah 
Highway (0.24 acre) (TMS# 421-03-00-179), West Ashley, Charleston County, to the 
City of Charleston, shown within the area annexed upon a map attached hereto and 
make it part of District 11. 
 
An ordinance to provide for the annexation of property known as Savannah Highway 
(16.01 acres) (TMS# 286-00-00-033), West Ashley, Charleston County, to the City of 
Charleston, shown within the area annexed upon a map attached hereto and make it 
part of District 5. 
 
A Resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute on behalf of the City the necessary 
documents to lease or license from Charleston County, for a period of sixty days, a 
building known as the County Work Center for use as a temporary shelter for those 
displaced from the homeless encampment known as “Tent City”, and to enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding with professional service providers for the provision 
of services to clients at the temporary shelter.  

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Now, we have bills up for second reading.” 
 
Councilmember Mitchell said, “If we can take K-1 through K-6, as amended on K-6.” 
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Councilmember Gregorie said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We have a motion to take K-1 through K-6, K-6 has been 

amended, together as a group.  It’s been moved and seconded for approval.  Is there any 
discussion?” 

 
On a motion of Councilmember Mitchell, six (6) bills (Items K-1 through K-6) received 

second reading. They passed second reading on a motion of Councilmember Gregorie and third 
reading on motion of Councilmember Mitchell. On further motion of Councilmember Gregorie, 
the rules were suspended, and the bills were immediately ratified as: 

 
2016-039 AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF 

LEASE/PURCHASE AGREEMENTS WITH BANC OF AMERICA PUBLIC 
CAPITAL CORP. IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FOR THE ACQUISITION OF 
CERTAIN POLICE, FIRE, ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, FLEET, 
STORMWATER, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, GOLF COURSE AND 
PARKING ENFORCEMENT EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLES; TO PROVIDE THE 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH LEASE/PURCHASE AGREEMENTS; TO 
PROVIDE FOR THE GRANTING OF A SECURITY INTEREST TO SECURE 
ALL OBLIGATIONS OF LESSEE UNDER THE LEASE/PURCHASE 
AGREEMENTS; TO AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF ALL 
DOCUMENTS NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE TO THE CONSUMMATION 
OF SUCH LEASE/PURCHASE AGREEMENTS; AND TO PROVIDE FOR 
OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO.  

 
2016-040 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY 

KNOWN AS COOPER JUDGE LANE (3.74 ACRES) (TMS# 427-00-00-078; 427-
00-00-079), JAMES ISLAND, CHARLESTON COUNTY, TO THE CITY OF 
CHARLESTON, SHOWN WITHIN THE AREA ANNEXED UPON A MAP 
ATTACHED HERETO AND MAKE IT PART OF DISTRICT 6.  

 
2016-041 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY 

KNOWN AS 115 CARRIAGE HILL PLACE (0.18 ACRE) (TMS# 269-01-05-159), 
CAINHOY, BERKELEY COUNTY, TO THE CITY OF CHARLESTON, SHOWN 
WITHIN THE AREA ANNEXED UPON A MAP ATTACHED HERETO AND 
MAKE IT PART OF DISTRICT 1.  

 
2016-042 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY 

KNOWN AS 2476 FLAMINGO DRIVE (0.25 ACRE) (TMS# 310-02-00-126), 
WEST ASHLEY, CHARLESTON COUNTY, TO THE CITY OF CHARLESTON, 
SHOWN WITHIN THE AREA ANNEXED UPON A MAP ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MAKE IT PART OF DISTRICT 2.  

 
2016-043 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY 

KNOWN AS 2482 FLAMINGO DRIVE (0.25 ACRE) (TMS# 310-02-00-127), 
WEST ASHLEY, CHARLESTON COUNTY, TO THE CITY OF CHARLESTON, 
SHOWN WITHIN THE AREA ANNEXED UPON A MAP ATTACHED HERETO 
AND MAKE IT PART OF DISTRICT 2. 

  
2016-044 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 2016-020 REGARDING THE 

EXPIRATION OF THE MORATORIUM ON PROCESSING DEVELOPMENT 
APPLICATIONS AND ISSUING PERMITS FOR PROPERTIES ZONED 
GATHERING PLACE (GP)(AS AMENDED).  

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Now, I’ll need to sign these matters.” 
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The Clerk said, “Yes, they will be ratified.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “They will be ratified, so I beg your forgiveness for just a few 

minutes while I do that.  This is a legal requirement that the ordinances when they’re finally 
ratified are signed during the tenure of the meeting, and I have a long name.  I’m getting faster 
though.  Now, I have a big disappointment for everyone and that is that we are going to defer 
the next matter regarding the Sergeant Jasper until our next meeting.” 

 
Councilmember Seekings said, “That’s L-2, Mr. Mayor.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Oh, I’m sorry.  The first ordinance that is up for first reading is 

the zoning of 604 Savannah Highway.” 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Gregorie and seconded by Councilmember Mitchell, City 

Council voted unanimously to give first reading to the following bill: 
 

An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 604 Savannah Hwy (Moreland - West 
Ashley) (0.24 acre) (TMS #421-03-00-179) (Council District 11), be zoned Residential 
Office (RO) classification. 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Next, we have a proposed Gateway Overlay Zone for the 

Sergeant Jasper site, which is being deferred until our next meeting which I think. I’m happy to 
take any comments or discussion at this time if you would like.” 

 
Councilmember Moody said, “I’ve got all of the notes and miscellaneous items on those.” 
 
The following ordinance was deferred on the agenda: 
 

An ordinance to amend Chapter 54 of the Code of the City of Charleston (Zoning 
Ordinance) to add a new Overlay Zoning District to be known as the Gateway 
Overlay Zone, add regulations to permit specific land uses and modify building height 
restrictions in the Gateway Overlay Zone, and change the Zone Map, which is part 
thereof, so that certain properties bearing the following Charleston County Tax Map 
Numbers, as indicated, to wit: 310, 322 Broad Street, TMS# 457-07-01-029 and 457-
07-01-061, be rezoned to the Gateway Overlay Zone. 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “So, I would say that I feel like there has been some positive 

movement from all the parties regarding coming forth with a kind of compromised development 
plan, commonly known as Plan B, and just offering this ordinance has led to some movement 
and some further agreement, so we hope to come back to you soon with a slightly modified 
portrait.  Is there any further business to come before the Council?  Yes, sir.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized  Councilmember Moody. 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  I just want to bring something to 

Council’s attention.  The newspaper in the last day or so had an article about the bicycle study 
on the Legare Bridge.  Of course, that lit up my e-mail account.  The interesting thing about it is 
that there seems to be a little bit of a rush to get that study done.  Everybody was kind of in 
favor of the study, but I can tell you there’s going to be a problem.  It is going to be discounted 
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no matter what it says, and the reason it’s going to be discounted is that that 350-unit 
development at 35 Folly Road will open after that study is done.  I’m already getting some 
pushback on that, and the conspiracy theorists are already out there and they’re trying to rush 
this through before the development opens so it won’t impact their getting the bike lane.  I’m just 
telling you that’s coming.  I don’t know whether the engineers can build that into their 
projections.  Maybe they can, but they certainly need to be told that’s going to be a problem.  
There’s already a lot of uproar about that, and I think more is coming, so I put that on your 
radar.” 

 
Councilmember Waring said, “Before you give up the microphone, could you please 

address the following, what the study as far as downstream traffic, the timing of the lights versus 
people being held up four or five miles down the road?” 

 
Councilmember Moody said, “Yes.  The study, as I understand it, maybe Mr. Somerville 

can enlighten me, and I’m certainly capable of being enlightened.  My understanding is they are 
going to close that one lane, the South lane of the Legare Bridge and basically put up pylons 
along there so that you cannot use those for traffic.  They will not be allowed to have bicycles 
nor pedestrians walking there.  It will just be closed to see the impact of that three lanes versus 
four as long as you control the stoplights on Folly Road and Windemere Boulevard, Highway 17 
at Wesley Drive and Highway 61 at Wesley Drive.  I have asked, ‘are they going to study the 
pileup or the backup of the traffic on those streets; because they can make it less than 13 
seconds if they want to, a little tweak of the stoplight to make it last longer, for example.  There 
are less cars going through there, and I’m not accusing anybody of doing that.  I’m just saying 
the bigger problem is as I get on Highway 17 at my street of Betsy Road and I’m poking, poking, 
poking, down Highway 17, and when I get to Wesley Drive I’m stopped at the light, and the light 
turns green, and I drive through that area and I get through, but I’m already upset.  So, the study 
is not looking at that impact.  It’s just studying that thing and then they’re going to do before that 
350-unit apartment done, right at that exit, the ingress and egress out of that 35 Folly Road 
project is on Albemarle Road and Folly Road.  If you come out on Folly Road from that area, the 
only way you can go is right across that bridge.  So, I don’t know whether there’s 100 or 50 or 
200 cars that are going to be coming out of there during rush hour, but it’s going to be some 
significant number of cars that’s going to impact that commute every morning.  I’m just 
wondering if we will have studied the right thing when the study is complete.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Well, as you know, Council passed at our last meeting a 

comprehensive study of all the lights and timing for West Ashley, so they should certainly look at 
those lights that you mentioned and recommend any changes that would help traffic flow.  I 
totally agree, because I get out there on Folly Boulevard right next to where the apartments are 
being built every morning.  That’s where I live on Fenwick.  Once you get on the bridge, unless it 
has been open for a boat to come through or you’re held up at Bee Street, you’re flowing pretty 
good.  But you’re right about the backup and the frustration.  Though it’s a separate issue, it’s 
one that our traffic light study will be addressing.  Now, regarding the issue of going ahead with 
the study, I think it’s important to note that we will be comparing what it is now versus what it’s 
like with the lane closed when they put the blockades out there.  So, you’re comparing apples 
and apples.  You will get the differentials so to speak of what it’s like, what we’ve all been used 
to, and what it’s like with the lane closure, for what’s that’s worth.” 

 
Councilmember Moody continued, “Well, the sun is shining today, but if it’s raining 

tomorrow, that’s a problem.  You’re studying what’s there right now and you’re not looking at the 
future.” 
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Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Was there a traffic study for the apartment complex?” 
 
Councilmember Moody continued, “I was just about to give my ‘C’ speech, but I’m going 

to save that.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Was there a traffic study for the apartment complex?” 
 
Robert Somerville said, “Yes, sir.  I’m sure there was.” 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “I think Councilmember Waring had his hand up.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Councilmember Waring.  Thank you.” 
 
Councilmember Waring said, “Thank you, Mayor.  Mr. Somerville, I hate to put you on 

the spot, but can you tell us if that study, the traffic study that they want to do, will begin April 
2nd, and will they take into account the downstream backup?  Are any assessments going to be 
done to see how much longer it’s taking the people from Bees Ferry, for example, down Glenn 
McConnell to Highway 61 and Highway 17 to get into town?” 

 
Mr. Somerville said, “Well, I know as far as the City is concerned, Traffic and 

Transportation, Mr. Pena, and Michael Mathis and I are actually going to be riding that area as 
well, and we’re going to be studying it, along with the County reviewing all that.  So, yes, all of it 
will be monitored, reviewed and be a part of the study.” 

 
Councilmember Waring said, “I understand that the estimates are that the delay is going 

to be seven seconds?” 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Thirteen seconds.” 
 
Councilmember Waring continued, “Thirteen seconds.  Okay, thirteen seconds.  I’m not 

trying to be facetious.  Down, coming in from Bees Ferry on Highway 17 and, in particular, 
Glenn McConnell and Highway 61, how are we going to test whether it takes those people even 
longer to get to the bridge?  In other words, what kind of assessments are we going to be doing, 
both the City, the County, so we can speak intelligently after the study is done?  If it is less time, 
if it’s the same or certainly if it’s a great delay, we should know that, too.” 

 
Mr. Somerville said, “I think we’re going to match by what is existing today.  They looked 

at the traffic now, and we’ll look at it again while school is still in session and see how the delays 
are from today until when the test is being done.” 

 
Councilmember Waring said, “Thank you.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Councilmember Wagner.” 
 
Councilmember Wagner said, “Same subject, but I have the same problem today that 

I’ve always had with this lane closure.  I got a bottle here.  Let me ask you.  One end is smaller 
than the other, therefore, only so much sand, so much water can get through the tip of this 
bottle if I’m putting it in from this end.  Now, we’re going to move one-third of the outslope Bees 
Ferry and now, and we’re telling the world that it’s not going to back up at to Glenn McConnell 
which happens to be out of West Ashley where I live.  It took me almost ten minutes to get from 
the area we call Carolina Bay, or right outside the Clemson Experimental Station, to Wappoo 
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Road this morning because we had one car in the right lane blocking one of the three lanes.  It’s 
real.  It’s real.  Until somebody shows me that the laws of physics don’t work when you turn the 
bottle sideways, that’s going to be my argument for this.  Thank you.” 

 
Councilmember Seekings said, “The good thing is we’re going to get to show you.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir.” 
 
Councilmember Williams said, “I just want to be mindful that it’s just kind of interesting 

that we’re talking about this at this point.  A year and a half ago, almost two years ago, the 
public spoke on this, Council spoke on this.  Some people agree to disagree, but this train has 
left the station, and what we hold the County for is to be responsive that this test is done right 
and done safe.  If this is not, if this issue of safety is a part of the study, this won’t be an issue.  I 
don’t think that this body, at this point, should be bringing in all these different variances to 
create another atmosphere until the study is done.  Let the study be done.  As a matter of fact, 
we don’t have any more jurisdiction over this.  This is a County issue and it’s an issue that’s 
going to be resolved by this study.  If this is up, we go.  If it’s down, we stop.  Thank you.” 

 
Councilmember Riegel was excused from the meeting at 6:35 p.m. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Alright.  Would anyone else like to be heard?  Councilmember 

Moody.” 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Yes, I just want to address what Councilmember Williams 

just said and a couple other things.  I might as well get it all off of my chest, then I will go home.” 
Councilmember Seekings said, “It is supper time.” 
 
There was laughter in the hall. 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “You said the train has left the station.  We voted as a 

Council to approve this study.  Now, what we’ve got is a different set of facts, okay.  That hasn’t 
been presented to us.  We voted for it earlier.  My understanding, and Mr. Somerville, you can 
confirm this or tell me I’m full of it, but one of the problems is, the cost of this thing has gone 
from like $1.8 million to something less than $4 million.  The price has almost doubled.  Is that 
part correct?” 

 
Mr. Somerville said, “I can’t answer that.  I’m not the source of it.” 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Okay.  That’s my understanding because they’ve got to 

raise the rails.  They’ve got to move a platform in to make the sidewalk, so, it’s not the bag of 
goods that we were sold.  Quite frankly, this whole thing is really kind of getting frustrating to 
me.  I think West Ashley needs to step up, and I was glad to see all of these people here.  I 
probably should have said this while they were still here, but here’s what I see West of the 
Ashley, right now.  They talk about this lane for pedestrians and bikes and rather than us getting 
a Ravenel Bridge or a separate lane or whatever with all the millions that were spent on that, 
we’re told, ‘West Ashley, just take the daggone lane over here.  We’re going to give you a 
piecemeal something and just shut up.’  It’s the same exact thing that happened at Stono Park 
Elementary School that we’re fighting.  We were promised a new school there, and now what do 
we get?  Here’s $6 million, $9 million, and that school, if any of you lived in a house that had 
those conditions, you would be totally upset.  It has mold.  It has no air conditioning.  Its 
bathrooms are messed up, it’s horrible.  Now, we’re being told, ‘here, take your $6 to $9 million 
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and fix it, and, oh by the way, it’s to cost about $26 million to fix that school or rebuild that 
school.  We got $27 million, and that can be used for athletic fields and parking lots, and we’re 
going to do that rather than fix the school after we promised to do that.’  The West Ashley 
people are saying, ‘okay, well, if that’s all we can get, we’re fine.’  Same thing with this gas 
station.  We’re sitting here just like sitting ducks being picked off because we don’t get fire in our 
belly and get upset.  That gas station shouldn’t go there.  Faison is a great developer, and we 
need to work with them to change it.  I could see, why don’t we put a roundabout right there and 
have a beautiful garden in the middle with a fountain and ‘Welcome to West Ashley, Welcome to 
Charleston’ and have something there that Faison could put something right behind it, and the 
TIF money could be available to do something like that.  Why don’t we demand excellence 
rather than accepting this mediocrity or just nothing and sit here and we’re fat, sassy and 
complacent?  I say we have to get upset.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Councilmember Moody continued, “I applaud the Mayor for his whole West Ashley 

initiative but we’ve got to do something.  I’m sitting here listening to Ledlie Bell. She’s been 
fighting to fix up the street on Folly Boulevard and hell, when they’re doing the whole study of 
Folly Road, they leave that completely out.  Where’s the passion, the anger, the angst about it?” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I think it’s sitting right over there.” 
 
There was laughter in the hall. 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “I’m getting ready to get upset.  Anyway, thanks for your 

time.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I can get upset, too, on occasion.  Is there any other business 

to come before Council this evening?” 
 
The Clerk said, “Mayor, can I make one announcement?” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “One announcement.” 
 
The Clerk said, “I realize that you have a lot of information on your desk, but I want you 

to pay attention to a report that you received from Michael Whack that’s on your desk.  It’s in 
reference to the short-term rentals.  Then, in addition, I want you all to note that Judge Richard 
Fields came to my office today and hand-delivered invitations to you, and I want you to see his 
invitation.  Thank you.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, Madam Clerk.  There being no more business this 

meeting is adjourned.  Thank you very much.” 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vanessa Turner Maybank  
Clerk of Council       
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