
COMMITTEE ON REAL ESTATE 
 

April 12, 2016 
 
A meeting of the Committee on Real Estate was held this date beginning at 3:56 pm at City Hall, 80 
Broad Street, First Floor Conference Room. 
 

PRESENT 
 
Councilmember White, Chair, Councilmembers Waring, Riegel and Moody and Mayor Tecklenburg. Staff:  
Frances Cantwell, Corporation Counsel, and Chris Morgan, Director of Planning, and Mark Aakhus, 
Manager of Real Estate Management. Also Present: Councilmember Williams 
 
The meeting was opened with an invocation by Councilmember Moody.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
On motion of Councilmember Waring, seconded by Councilmember Moody, the Committee voted 
unanimously to approve the minutes of the March 22, 2016 meeting. 
 
REQUEST AUTHORIZATION FOR THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE MEMORANDUM OF 
AGREEMENT WHEREBY THE CITY OF CHARLESTON AGREES TO ALLOW THE COUNTY OF 
CHARLESTON TO USE CITY PROPERTY FOR TEMPORARY DEBRIS STORAGE AND 
REDUCTION SITES TO PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY IN THE EVENT OF A 
NATURAL DISASTER. (CORRINE JONES PLAYGROUND, BRITTLEBANK PARK, HORSE LOT 
PARK, MCMAHON PLAYGROUND, MARTIN PARK, PARKSHORE PARK, LENEVAR PARK, 
WOODLAND ROAD PARK, WEST ASHLEY PARK, BEAR SWAMP RD. PARK, MARY UTSEY 
PLAYGROUND, ACKERMAN PARK, FT. JOHNSON/BAYVIEW FIELDS JOHNS ISLAND PARK; 
TMS# 463-07-04-039; 457-06-04-001; 457-07-04-034; 460-00-00-002; 459-05-02-003; 415-00-00-
038; 352-16-00-179; 355-16-00-002, -034; 306-00-00-007; 287-00-00-001; 352-10-00-001; 418-10-
00-112; 428-00-00-040, -042, -043; 279-00-00-062) 
 
Ms. Cantwell stated this is an agreement we hope to never use. It would provide, in the event of a 
natural disaster, that our playgrounds would be used for debris to pile up on and then moved as the 
storm teams come in and clean up. It’s a 5-year agreement. She’s not sure if anything was formally in 
place with Hurricane Hugo. The idea is to bring it to a central location off of the street so that people 
could get in and out of their homes. It’s easier to pick it up from a central location rather than all over 
the place, which allows for more efficiency.  
 
On the motion of Councilmember Moody, seconded by Councilmember Waring, the Committee voted 
to request authorization for the Mayor to execute the Memorandum of Agreement whereby the City of 
Charleston agrees to allow the County of Charleston to use City property for temporary debris storage 
and reduction sites to protect public health and safety in the event of a natural disaster. (Corrine Jones 
Playground, Brittlebank Park, Horse Lot Park, McMahon Playground, Martin Park, Parkshore Park, 
Lenevar Park, Woodland Road Park, West Ashley Park, Bear Swamp Rd. Park, Mary Utsey 
Playground, Ackerman Park, Ft. Johnson/Bayview Fields Johns Island Park; TMS# 463-07-04-039; 
457-06-04-001; 457-07-04-034; 460-00-00-002; 459-05-02-003; 415-00-00-038; 352-16-00-179; 355-
16-00-002, -034; 306-00-00-007; 287-00-00-001; 352-10-00-001; 418-10-00-112; 428-00-00-040, -
042, -043; 279-00-00-062). 
 
RESOLUTION REGARDING FORTY (40) BUILDING SITES REGARDING PROPERTY LOCATED 
AT 334 MEETING STREET, CHARLESTON COUNTY TMS #459-13-03-022 
 
Ms. Cantwell stated that Chris Rogers, a lawyer from Columbia, is here to answer specific questions 
about this resolution. There is a State act where if a building has been non-productive and/or vacant 
for a period of 5 years, one who comes in and renovates it, is eligible for tax credits against your 
income or against your property tax. Mr. Rogers represents Mr. Dewberry who is renovating the 
federal building. It’s going to be a nice hotel. Mr. Dewberry has owned the building since 2008 and it 
hasn’t been doing anything since that time. Our records reflect that the feds moved out of there in 



Committee on Real Estate minutes 
April 12, 2016 

Page 2 of 2 
 

2006. It qualifies for the 5 years of nonproductive use. Before the renovations stated, Mr. Dewberry 
filed with the Department of Revenue a notice of intent to rehabilitate. He’s asking for a credit towards 
his corporate income. This resolution affirms that the building is vacant as stated and Mr. Dewberry 
would take it to Columbia to deal with them about the credits. Councilmember Moody confirmed that 
it’s for the investors and it’s going to be a hotel. Mr. Rogers stated that we have the tax credits split up 
into blocks that we created.  
 
Councilmember Moody asked if it’s going to be a hotel or a condominium. Ms. Cantwell stated that it’s 
going to be a hotel. The statute provides that you can take a building and essentially subdivide it and 
share the wealth, which is what they’ve done. Mr. Rogers stated that all 40 units are going to be 
operated as a single hotel. The purpose for subdividing into 40 units is solely related to the syndication 
of tax credits. It’s easier to syndicate the investments. We have investors who have invested in the 
project because they can use the tax credits. It makes it easier for them to split those credits among 
the investors. Mayor Tecklenburg asked if Mr. Rogers could confirm that Mr. Dewberry won’t be 
claiming credits against property tax, but will be using the credits for his income taxes. Mr. Rogers 
replied yes. He stated that in all of the years he’s been doing this, he has never had a client seek 
credits for property tax. The property tax credit can only be used for the property tax on that property. 
The State income tax credit can be used by any partner in the project. It’s easier to syndicate those tax 
credits and bring investment dollars in rather than the property tax credit. Ms. Cantwell stated that the 
income tax credit is more valuable unless you are planning on holding the building and most people 
aren’t doing that.   
 
On the motion of Councilmember Waring, seconded by Councilmember Moody, the Committee voted 
unanimously to request approval of the Resolution regarding forty (40) building sites regarding 
property located at 334 Meeting Street, Charleston County TMS #459-13-03-022. 
 
CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING ANNEXATIONS: 
 

(i) 1436 Battle Ground Road (TMS# 431-06-00-099) 0.34 acre, James Island (District 12) 
   
 (ii) 2048 Vestry Drive (TMS# 355-14-00-095) 0.33 acre, West Ashley (District 2)  
 
Mr. Morgan stated that those are two single-family residential annexations. 
 
On the motion of Councilmember Moody, seconded by Councilmember Waring, the Committee on 
Real Estate voted unanimously to approve the annexations listed above. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:04 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
        Techina Jacques  
         Clerk of Council’s Office 


