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COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

    April 26, 2016 

A meeting of the Committee on Ways and Means was held this date at 4:34 p.m. 

PRESENT (13) 

The Honorable John J. Tecklenburg Mayor 

 

1. INVOCATION: 

The meeting was opened with an invocation provided by Councilmember Mitchell. 

Councilmembers Gregorie and Waring arrived at 4:35 p.m. 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

On a motion of Councilmember Riegel, seconded by Councilmember Wilson, the Committee 
on Ways and Means voted unanimously to approve the April 12, 2016 Committee on Ways and 
Means minutes. 

3. BIDS AND PURCHASES: 

Chairman Moody reported that there were two items for the Committee's consideration with 
an additional item to be added from the Fire Department.  He explained there would need to be 
a 2/3 vote of the Committee members to add the item to the agenda.   

On a motion of Councilmember Riegel, seconded by Councilmember Mitchell, the 
Committee on Ways and Means voted unanimously to add the following item to be considered 
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under Bids and Purchase: 

FIRE DEPARTMENT:    ACCOUNT: 210000-58010  APPROPRIATION: $930,300.00 

Approval of an emergency request to purchase a Pierce 100' Rear Mount Platform to replace 
frontline Tower 102 (T102).  The IRF and FEMA combined settlement will be $846,000. 

Chairman Moody stated the third item had been added, and he would call on Deputy Chief 
John Tippet to address the item after the Committee had considered the first two bids and 
purchases. 

On a motion of Councilmember Mitchell, seconded by Councilmember Lewis, the Committee 
on Ways and Means voted unanimously to approve Items '3a' and '3b' under Bids and 
Purchases as follows: 

FIRE DEPARTMENT:    ACCOUNT: 062016-58010  APPROPRIATION: $95,284.00 

Approval to purchase four (4) 2016 Chevrolet Colorado Ext. Cab vehicles from Rick Hendrick 
Chevrolet, 1500 Savannah Hwy., Charleston, SC 29407; 2016 Lease Purchase Funds; local 
vendor matching SC State Contract pricing.  

POLICE DEPARTMENT:  ACCOUNT: 062016-58010  APPROPRIATION: $57,859.96 

Approval to purchase two (2) 2016 Harley Davidson Electraglide Motorcycles from SllC, LLC 
DBA Low Country Harley, 4707 Dorchester Rd., North Charleston, SC 29405; Solicitation 
#16-B011R; 2016 Lease Purchase Funds. 

 Councilmember White arrived at 4:36 p.m. 

 Chairman Moody then called on Deputy Chief Tippett to address the Committee 
regarding the replacement for the fire truck that had been destroyed in the October flooding. 

 Deputy Chief Tippet explained that the Fire Department was coming to the Committee 
with an emergency request to purchase a demonstrator tower ladder to replace the one that 
was damaged and lost in the flooding.  He said they were preparing to conduct a RFP to get a 
demonstrator when the current truck the Fire Department was using, which was a reserve truck, 
began to have mechanical issues.  The existing reserve truck had reached the end of its 
lifespan.  This was causing them concerns for public safety, so they would like to move forward 
with purchasing a demonstrator that they had already been looking at.  He explained the total 
for the truck was located in the letter from Chief Brack, and most of the funds would come from 
insurance recovery and a FEMA Flood Recovery application that was pending. 

 Councilmember Mitchell moved for approval.  

 Councilmember Williams seconded the motion. 

 Councilmember Riegel asked where the equipment would be assigned, and Deputy 
Chief Tippett said it would be assigned to the Bees Ferry Station to replace the one that was 



 

3 

 

 

lost in the flood.  Councilmember Riegel said this was in his district and asked if the truck that 
had been damaged was a brand new truck, and Deputy Chief Tippett confirmed.  
Councilmember Riegel said he looked at the demonstrator as being a used truck and asked if 
the Bees Ferry Station would receive a new ladder truck.  Deputy Chief Tippett explained that a 
demonstrator was a new truck.  It was just one that had not been sold yet.  He explained that 
the manufacturers would build trucks called stock models which were used to demonstrate 
some of the features that they were offering.  This one just happened to fit the bill of what the 
Fire Department were looking for.  It was a 2015 model, so it was new. 

 Councilmember Shahid asked if the new truck would be modified.  Deputy Chief Tippett 
explained that in looking at the industry, there was not a lot that could be done in terms of 
modifications as the vehicle had already been built and was already out on the street.  He said 
that in talking to the apparatus manufacturers, unless one went to a great extent in the 
manufacturing field to modify the truck, which would dramatically increase the cost, you were 
likely to face the same situation.  He explained that they were working with their staff about 
recognizing situations where none of the trucks would be able to travel.  He said they were also 
looking at purchasing additional boating equipment that would be more appropriate for those 
types of situations than taking a heavy piece of apparatus.  Councilmember Shahid asked how 
much a modification could cost since they were discussing a $1,000,000 piece of equipment.  
Deputy Chief Tippett said he could not say for sure.  He said he knew the military purchased 
some of the vehicles, and in order for the manufacturer to put in new suspensions and change 
the air flow, which was primarily what happened to the Fire Department's previous truck, it 
would be very extensive, but he did not have an actual dollar amount.  Councilmember Shahid 
asked if it was something that could be included as part of the discussions.  

 Stephen Bedard, Chief Financial Officer, said that the last truck the City purchased new, 
took a year to deliver, and cost about $1,250,000.  He said the fact that they were getting this 
truck that was already built and that met the needs of the Fire Department, the City was able to 
save money, and they were getting reimbursement from the State Insurance Fund and FEMA.  
Councilmember Shahid stated they were still discussing a $1,000,000 piece of equipment, and if 
the modification was $25,000 or $50,000, it sounded like a wise investment if the City could do 
that. Deputy Chief Tippett said they would charge their apparatus committee to look into it. 

 Councilmember Waring asked if the additional apparatus that the Fire Department 
needed in the event the City had another flooding event, if they would be able to use the proper 
apparatus to conduct the exercise that they were trying to conduct versus using the truck that 
the City used.  He said if they had a boat, they would have used that, versus the truck.  Deputy 
Chief Tippett stated that in this case, the flooding event was a 1,000 year flood, so the boat 
resources of the area were strapped.  The crew had just traversed the same area on another 
emergency an hour before, and the truck was fine going through the area.  Within an hour's 
time, the water level had risen so dramatically that they were taken by surprise.  They thought 
since they had traveled an hour before that they were okay to go through the area again.  
Deputy Chief Tippett said they were looking at other means and that they wanted to get some 
boats out there.  The County Rescue, which usually provides the City's boat assets, were 
strapped, but they had State resources coming down, as well, so the City needed to get assets 
of their own to address it.   

 Councilmember Riegel said he hated the use of the phrase 'one thousand year flood,' 
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and they may need to change the nomenclature.  He thanked Deputy Chief Tippett. 

 On a motion of Councilmember Mitchell, seconded by Councilmember Williams, the 
Committee on Ways and Means voted unanimously to approve Item '3c' under Bids and 
Purchases as follows: 

FIRE DEPARTMENT:    ACCOUNT: 210000-58010  APPROPRIATION: $930,300.00 

Approval of an emergency request to purchase a Pierce 100' Rear Mount Platform to replace 
frontline Tower 102 (T102).  The IRF and FEMA combined settlement will be $846,000. 

4. PARKS-CAPITAL PROJECTS: APPROVAL OF A CONTRACT WITH 10-S COURT 
SOLUTIONS FOR 2016 TENNIS AND BASKETBALL COURT RESURFACING IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $49,100 TO PERFORM PLAYING SURFACE REPAIRS AT MULTIPLE SITES.  
THIS INCLUDES RESURFACING AND CRACK REPAIR FOR ONE (1) BASKETBALL 
COURT AND TWELVE (12) TENNIS COURTS AS WELL AS ADD ALTERNATE F, THE 
RESURFACING OF ONE (1) ADDITIONAL BASKETBALL COURT.  THE REPAIRS WILL 
BE COMPLETED IN NINETY (90) DAYS.  WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE PROJECT 
BUDGET, STAFF IS AUTHORIZED TO AWARD AND/OR AMEND CONTRACTS LESS THAN 
$40,000, TO THE EXTENT CONTINGENCY FUNDS EXIST IN THE COUNCIL APPROVED 
BUDGET.  THE MAINTENANCE CONTRACT WILL OBLIGATE $49,100 OF THE $50,000 
ALLOTTED FOR THE WORK FROM THE 2016 GENERAL MAINTENANCE FUND.  THE 
FUNDING SOURCE FOR ALL GENERAL MAINTENANCE WORK IS THE 2016 GENERAL 
FUND ($663,000). 

On a motion of Councilmember Williams, seconded by Councilmember Mitchell, the 
Committee on Ways and Means voted unanimously to approve a contract with 10-S Court 
Solutions for 2016 Tennis and Basketball Court Resurfacing in the amount of $49,100 to perform 
playing surface repairs at multiple sites.   

5. THE COMMITTEE ON REAL ESTATE: (MEETING WAS HELD MONDAY, APRIL 26, 
2015 AT 3:30 P.M., CITY HALL, 80 BROAD STREET)  

a.)  Request approval of the Mayor to execute the attached Easement between the City 
of Charleston and the South Carolina Electric and Gas Company whereby the City 
grants to SCE&G a right of way over the City owned tract of land located along the 
southerly side of Austin Avenue in Charleston, SC. (TMS: 466-00-00-021; Austin 
Avenue) 

b.) Request authorization of the Mayor to execute the attached lease whereby the City, 
in its capacity as a trustee of a Public Trust that owns 135 Meeting Street (the 
Gibbes Museum of Art) agrees to enter into a ground lease with The Carolina Art 
Association. (TMS: 457-08-04-004; 135 Meeting Street) [Resolution and Ordinance] 

c.) Request authorization from the Mayor to execute the attached Resolution approving 
an amendment to the Joint County Industrial Park Agreement between Charleston 
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County and Colleton County so as to include 2.153 acres of property located on 
Dobbin Road (TMS: 310-69-00-039) 

Councilmember White, Chairman of the Committee on Real Estate, reported that the 
Committee had met that afternoon, and they addressed three items.  The first item was a 
request to approve and execute an easement between the City of Charleston and SCE&G on a 
site that the City owned, which was a park on Austin Avenue.  The City will receive $155,000 
for the easement, which will go back into Greenbelt funds, but the Committee has directed 
Parks and Legal staff to find out if the City can reuse those funds for the improvements of the 
park.  Item 'b' was authorization to execute a lease through which the City and the Gibbes 
Museum of Art will enter into ground leases on the property at 135 Meeting Street.  He said that 
if there were further questions, they did have Legal staff and members of the museum present 
who could answer them.  He stated it was a relatively complex process of leases, but it, 
effectively, allowed for tax credits to be used on the site which would be sold off to investors, 
and this money would then be used to reduce the debt that was part of the overall project, which 
was about $14,000,000 worth of improvements on the property.  Item 'c' was a request to 
authorize the Mayor to execute a Resolution approving an amendment to the Joint County 
Industrial Park Agreement between Charleston County and Colleton County for a property 
located on Dobbin Road.  He reported that all three items were approved unanimously, and he 
moved for the adoption of the report. 

Councilmember Seekings seconded the motion. 

Councilmember Seekings said he wanted to recognize the staff from the Gibbes Museum 
of Art, Angela Mack, Executive Director, Laura Gates, Chairwoman of the Board, and Jim Dixon, 
the CFO, who shepherd the entire project which was a major renovation and included in part of 
what they were approving, a tax credit deal that would allow the City to reduce some of the debt.  
He said they had worked enormously hard on this, and he wanted to thank the Real Estate 
Committee for taking this item up and the Mayor for considering this.  He said that in the end on 
May 28th, the public would see an amazing facility that the City would be half owners of after 
the fundraising that was conducted by the museum's team. 

On a motion of Councilmember White, seconded by Councilmember Seekings, the 
Committee on Ways and Means voted to approve the report of the Committee on Real Estate 
and recommended giving first reading to the following bill and resolutions: 

An ordinance authorizing the Mayor to execute on behalf of the City, as a Trustee of the 
Public Trust created under the will of James S. Gibbes, the Resolutions of Public Trust 
and a Ground Lease with the Carolina Art Association of South Carolina pertaining to 
property located at 135 Meeting Street, commonly known as the Gibbes Museum of Art, 
said Resolutions being attached to this Ordinance as Exhibits A and B, respectively. 

Resolutions of Public Trust re: 135 Meeting Street 

Resolution to approve an Amendment of the Agreement for Development of a Joint 
County Industrial Park by and between Charleston County, South Carolina and Colleton 
County, South Carolina, so as to include additional property in the City of Charleston as 
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part of the Joint County Industrial Park. 

There being no further business presented, the Committee on Ways and Means adjourned 
at 4:46 p.m.  

  

Jennifer Cook 
Assistant Clerk of Council  


