
COUNCIL CHAMBER 
 
 
Regular Meeting 

 
April 26, 2016 
 

 The tenth meeting of the City Council of Charleston was held this date convening at 5:00 
p.m. at the City Hall. 
 

A notice of this meeting and an agenda were mailed to the news media April 20, 2016 
and appeared in The Post and Courier April 24, 2016 and are made available on the City’s 
website. 

 
PRESENT (13) 

 
The Honorable John J. Tecklenburg, Mayor 

 
Councilmember White  District 1 Councilmember Waring  District 7 
Councilmember Williams District 2 Councilmember Seekings   District 8 
Councilmember Lewis  District 3 Councilmember Shahid District 9 
Councilmember Mitchell  District 4 Councilmember Riegel  District 10 
Councilmember Wagner  District 5 Councilmember Moody  District 11 
Councilmember Gregorie    District 6 Councilmember Wilson   District 12 
 

Mayor Tecklenburg called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
The Clerk called the roll. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “May I now call on Councilmember Mitchell to please lead us in 

an invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.” 
 
Councilmember Mitchell opened the meeting with an invocation. 
 

 Councilmember Mitchell led City Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “First, we have a proclamation recognizing April 28th as 
Workers’ Memorial Day, which is an annual day of remembrance for workers who have been 
disabled, injured or lost their jobs in the workplace.  I would like to call Erin McKee and John 
Brisini, both good friends of mine, this community and of the AFL-CIO to please come forward.  
Welcome.” 
 
 Erin McKee said, “Would the other Union members, I think we have longshoremen and 
IBEW (International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers) that keep the lights on here, please 
come up?” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Please join us.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg welcomed the members onto the dais. 
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 Mayor Tecklenburg then read the proclamation. 
  

---INSERT PROCLAMATION--- 
  
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I would like to present this to Erin McKee and ask you, Erin, if 
you would like to share a few words with us.” 
 

Ms. McKee said, “Thank you for allowing us to come here today, and thank you, Mayor 
Tecklenburg, for passing this proclamation in support of Workers’ Memorial Day.  We have 
longshoremen here today that bring everything in and out of the ports.  That’s how we have our 
clothes, food, cars, everything.  Do you want to raise your hand if you’re a longshoreman?  We 
have April Lott here.  She is with the American Federation of Government Employees, and she 
works over at the Social Security Administration, April.  These gentlemen over here, they work 
for SCE&G.  They’re IBEW 398, and they keep the lights on.  We thank you.  Worker safety is 
very important because we feel that when somebody goes to work in the morning, their family 
should assume that they are being trained properly, that OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration) regulations are being followed, and they come home safe.” 

There was applause in the Chamber. 

 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you all for being with us.  Next, is a special recognition 
of a young citizen of our community who is not only a future leader, but also already a leader in 
our community.  I was really honored, just Sunday a week ago, to meet this fine young man 
here, Jackson Silverman, and Jackson’s story is really pretty remarkable.  He is now ten years 
old.  May I ask Jackson’s family to join us?  Please come forward.  Now, one of these young 
men is your brother, correct?” 
 
 Jackson Silverman said, “Both of them.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Both of them are your brothers.  Okay, and your Mom and 
Dad are here.  Thank you for being with us.  So, I went out to the Lowcountry Food Bank and 
Jackson, now ten, when he was seven, came up with the idea of helping pack food, and got all 
his friends and buddies together packing food for those children in our community who need 
some food.  One in four children living in the Lowcountry, their families struggle with providing 
food on the table.  Jackson recognized that and it took some persuasion because, at first, the 
Lowcountry Food Bank said, ‘Well, we don’t take volunteers as young as you’.  Jackson 
organized and was persistent and stayed on them, and he actually formed his own non-profit, 
and it’s now very successful and been recognized by the Sedexo Foundation.  He has gotten a 
grant from them, I think, for a few years running, and he will be going to Washington just next 
week to represent Charleston.  When I went there Sunday a week ago, it was really fabulous.  
There were literally over 100 kids and after they got started, you would not have believed the 
beehive of activity as that these kids endeavored to help their community.  Jackson is a student, 
by the way, of our public school system.  He goes to Haut Gap Middle School on Johns Island 
and he has received other awards.  I just want to give him a special shoutout for showing the 
kind of leadership and compassion, helping your brothers and sisters in our community.  
Jackson, you are a terrific young man and a real tribute to Charleston.” 
 
 There was applause in the Chamber. 
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 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “So, I want Jackson to say a few words because he is a very 
eloquent young man as well and, in addition to all of his hard work, he has been a spokesman 
for addressing hunger in our community.” 
 
 Jackson Silverman said, “I am so very thankful to the Prudential Community Spirit Award 
that has given us the money to create clubs so we can expand, and so we can feed more kids.  
Also, I am so thankful that I can represent South Carolina as the middle school for the 
Prudential Spirit of Community Award.  Thank you.” 
 
 There was applause in the Chamber. 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Let me just shake your hand.  I hope you follow in your 
brother’s footsteps.  Thank you so much.  Thank you for being with us.  Next, we were going to 
have recognition of our former Director of Traffic and Transportation, but he could not be with us 
tonight.  As you all may know, Hernan Pena, has taken a position with the Aviation Authority.  
Our acting Director for Traffic and Transportation is Robbie Somerville, if you have not heard, 
and we will recognize him maybe at our next meeting when he can be with us.  So, next, we 
have a number of public hearings regarding some zoning matters and other matters that are 
coming before the City.  We will let Mr. Morgan present them one at a time from the City and 
then we will have public comments and then City Council will take up each matter.  Mr. Morgan.” 
 
 Christopher Morgan said, “Okay, Mr. Mayor, members of Council.  We will let the images 
here come up in just a second.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Christopher, you might want to raise the microphone.” 
 
 Mr. Morgan continued, “I will go ahead and start reading the information about the first 
one, which is an ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of City of Charleston about 
changing the Zone Map for Ashley River Road, 3.2 acres, a portion of TMS #355-07-00-012, to 
be rezoned so as to be included in the School Overlay.  This is an image of the property.  It is 
off Ashley River Road just northwest of Parsonage Road.  The property does not actually front 
on Ashley River Road.  It is behind some commercial properties that front on Ashley River 
Road.  The request for School Overlay, of course, does not automatically grant a school the 
ability to go there.  It then has to go through our special exception process and our Board of 
(Zoning) Appeals that would look at issues like traffic, number of students, hours of operation, 
any lighting issues and things like that.  This is a request that will allow for a private school that 
is further down Ashley River Road to relocate to this property.  The Planning Commission and 
staff recommend approval.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Would anyone like to be heard on this matter?” 
 
 Councilmember Waring said, “Move for approval.” 
 
 Councilmember Mitchell said, “Second.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We have a motion and a second.  Is there any discussion?” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Riegel. 
 
 Councilmember Riegel said, “Thank you.  Thank you, Mayor Tecklenburg.  This is in 
District #10, and I certainly agree with the zoning change but, Christopher, I wanted to be clear 
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about something.  How many students in the school might this potentially be?  Traffic could 
become a problem as it egresses onto Parsonage Road and then onto Ashley River Road, 
which we all know is bumper to bumper during the school times anyway, so, let me ask you that 
question first, and I’ll have a quick follow-up, sir.” 
 
 Mr. Morgan said, “That would not be determined through this zoning overlay.  That 
would be determined through the special exception process.  It’s possible that because of traffic 
studies, things like that, the Board of (Zoning) Appeals could limit the number of students based 
on traffic impact, things like that.” 
 
 Councilmember Riegel said, “Thank you.  It’s kind of like we’ve approved the rezoning, 
the horse is out of the barn, and it’s down Ashley River Road, but it’s going to be hard to pull 
back.  The second question, it resides near my district, is the Orange Grove Charter School.  
They have brought property on Ashley River Road, as well,  a short distance on the same side 
of the road, maybe half mile, or two miles down southward.  Just a comment because it is  
County.  That may well add students, traffic, Moms or Dads picking up students during our 
commute times.  If you want to, I would like to ask for comments on that, Christopher.  Thank 
you.” 
 
 Mr. Morgan said, “I’m not aware of those plans.  I had heard that they had bought some 
land over there.  I’m not exactly sure of the property that they have, if it’s in the City or not.  If it’s 
in the City and on property that’s residentially zoned, they would have to go through this exact 
same process to get the School Overlay.  They would have to have the special exception.  If it is 
commercial property, they would still have to go through our TRC process and have traffic 
studies and things like that looked at.” 
 

Councilmember Riegel said, “To the best of my knowledge, it still was in the County 
because you know my district is filled with what I call donut holes, the PSDs and County.  So, I 
would say I’m over 90 percent sure that it is in the County.  Just, again, we have so much 
wonderful construction and building in our great City in the lowcountry with everybody moving to 
Charleston daily.  I always want to highlight the concerns over traffic and flow and what ends up 
being the quality of life.  Thank you, Christopher.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Are there any other questions or comments?  We have a 

motion and a second. 
 
On a motion by Councilmember Waring, seconded by Councilmember Mitchell, City 

Council voted unanimously to give first reading to the following bill:   
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that a portion of property on Ashley River Road (West 
Ashley) (3.2 acres) (a portion of TMS# 355-07-00-012) (Council District 10) be rezoned so 
as to be included in the School Overlay Zone (S) classification. 

 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Item #2.” 
 
 Mr. Morgan said, “This is to amend the Zoning Ordinance by changing the Zone Map for 
975 King Street and 6 Cleveland Street in North Central on the Peninsula.  It is 0.132 of an acre.  
It is TMS #463-15-04-084.  The request would be to rezone from General Business to Mixed-
Use/Workforce Housing MU-1/WH and the image of the property is here (referring to part of an 
electronic presentation).  The Rivers campus is nearly across the street as well as the old 
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County Hall Building here.  Here’s Cleveland Street that heads over to Hampton Park.  There is 
a church to the north.  There are residences to the rear.  There is a vacant commercial lot to the 
south.  So, by going from the General Business classification, which would allow, potentially, 
operations that run later in the night and are a broader range of commercial uses to the MU-
1/WH, that essentially puts the commercial uses that can be on the sight to limited business-
type uses which are from 7:00 in the morning until 11:00 p.m. and that is a downzoning of the 
commercial aspect on the site.  It gives more density, obviously, because it is the Mixed-Use, 
which does not have the density limitation, but there are height limits in the area and this would 
also have to go before the Board of Architectural Review for any new construction on the site.  I 
believe we have some images here again.  It is a vacant lot.  There you see the lot at the corner 
of Cleveland, King Street.  Then, here is the former Rivers Middle School Complex and the 
County Hall site here.  I believe there is another image further to the east and there is a street-
level image of the site.  Both staff and Planning Commission recommend in favor of this 
change.” 
 
 Councilmember Lewis said, “Move for approval.” 
 
 Councilmember Mitchell said, “Second.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Would anyone from the public like to be heard?  Yes, sir.” 
 
 1. Mohammed Idris said, “My question is, Mohammed Idris, City Council and 
Mayor, is there going to be a bar or something put at this site?  What kind of building is going to 
be placed there?” 
 
 Mr. Morgan said, “Well, by virtue of the change in zoning, it would be harder to put a bar 
there because the hours of operation would be tightened.  I don’t think that’s the intent of the 
applicant.  I think they would like to have a retail use, but its hours of operation could not exceed 
7:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m.  Currently, the General Business zoning allows 24-hour operations 
potentially.” 
 
 Mr. Idris said, “Okay, because we have the church right there on that corner, right?” 
 
 Mr. Morgan said, “Yes, sir.  Yes, sir.” 
 
 Mr. Idris said, “I know you said it’s hard, but do you know for sure if there is going to be a 
bar, or an alcohol kind of business at that particular site?” 
 
 Mr. Morgan said, “I don’t know that.  You could have a restaurant that could have some 
alcohol there.  They would have to go through the ABC beverage licensing procedures and all 
that, which the City doesn’t control.  That is handled through the State in Columbia.” 
 
 Mr. Idris said, “Thank you.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Would anyone else like to be heard?  Yes, sir.  Please come 
to the microphone and introduce yourself.” 
 
 2. Pastor Herman Robinson said, “Mayor and Council, my name is Pastor Herman 
Robinson.  I pastor the church right there.  This has been a very pushy type of project in regards 
to our church facing a constant push through and not sitting down and talking to the church 
about what’s being done.  Just recently, with this particular project itself, the recent owner, 
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probably after five other owners that have come to this particular lot to make this Mixed-Use 
thing a manifest reality, we were e-mailed and then individuals showed up to the door.  There 
was never even a scheduled meeting with the individual to meet with the church about what was 
being done.  They pushed through even harder with the Neighborhood Association.  The day 
that the meeting was set up for the Neighborhood Association, we were assigned to go to the 
Rivers School and the meeting was somewhere else so this process, again, moved forward.  I’m 
here today because the church never had any say on it or discussion about it.  I’m saying that 
we’re in objection to it because 1) we have about 85 different ministries and projects that are 
going on there and five different services that go on throughout the weekdays and so, this is my 
concern.  Thank you.”  
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, sir.  Would anyone else like to be heard?  Yes, 
sir.” 
 
 3. Todd Richardson said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  Todd Richardson, Byers Design 
Group.  Thank you, Council, for hearing us tonight.  I am the applicant on the project and 
Principal with Byers Design Group.  The recent owner did finally purchase the property.  Other 
people in the past had the property under contract, but never successfully closed on the project.  
I have actually sat down with the Pastor before and gone over the details of the zoning.  
Originally when this was brought through was actually the September Planning Commission, 
and we went through in detail the changes.  I was brought in a little late, but we brought it up to 
speed so that we met with the neighborhood several times.  I was at the meeting on April 6th 
where there was an 8-2 vote in favor.  Councilman Lewis was also present.  This is an exciting 
project.  Our office is about four blocks south of it, and it’s a crucial element.  I know that there 
has been a huge charge that City Council’s been faced with to down zone and rezone General 
Business properties.  Another great thing that people may not know about Cleveland Street is 
that this is a historic gateway to Hampton Park, and this is a chance to set the mark for re-
entering that wonderful park in which we had a world expo so many years ago.  So, we’re really 
excited about the project.  The goal of it is a mix of uses, and, as Christopher spoke to it, this is 
a commercial down zoning and a slight residential up zoning, but the residential up zoning is a 
workforce housing component in which you must have 15 percent minimum of your housing to 
qualify for the affordable, the workforce standards, whether it is a for sale unit or a rental unit.  
At our firm, we strongly believe in this concept to be pushed forward on every single project 
downtown.  Even if you can get one or two units in a project which is only 5700 square feet, 
you’re accomplishing something great in the City of Charleston.  We firmly believe in it.  I’m 
happy to answer any questions that you might have.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, sir.  Would anyone else like to be heard?” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Lewis. 
 
 Councilmember Lewis said, “Yes, sir, Mr. Mayor.  This is a very difficult project.  It was 
rezoned and the Planning Commission approved it back in October.  We had some problems 
with the Pastor at the church.  He said he couldn’t get in touch with the initial owners of the 
property.  I came here and asked City Council to defer it.  We have been working on this matter 
since October.  It seems like Reverend Robinson and the initial owners couldn’t keep in contact 
with each other.  They couldn’t sit down and talk.  The initial owner sold it to another owner.  
The owner told me that if the church wanted to buy it, he would sell it to him.  I don’t know what 
happened there.  A third owner bought it, which are the owners that have it now, and they want 
to develop it.  There was a meeting, and the Neighborhood President and the Secretary also 
said that they tried to get in touch with Reverend Robinson even about the neighborhood 
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meeting and they couldn’t get in touch with him.  Now, whether there was a mix up in the 
meeting notices, I don’t know, but I think the developers have worked very well to try to work 
with them before they get to develop this property to neighborhood organizations.  Finally, the 
neighborhood held a called meeting, and they supported the zoning.  I was at the meeting, so I 
will have to go along with the neighborhood organization for supporting the zoning.  I think that, 
in good faith, all of the developers have done the best that they can to try to work with Reverend 
Robinson to resolve the problem.  I know him real well and he h, s worked real well within the 
community but you just can’t keep holding up the project because one or two people can’t meet.  
So, I certainly would ask City Council to go ahead and approve this zoning because you were 
nice enough to hold the zoning up since October.  This is April, and I think it is time that we 
move on with the project.  Thank you.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir.  Are there any other comments or questions?” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Waring. 
 
 Councilmember Waring said, “This is an advantage, believe it or not, for the church to 
have this down zoning.  Mr. Morgan, could you actually go through a couple of more aggressive 
items that could go in the existing zoning that, if we were to do this, would not be allowed, for 
example, a gas station.” 
 
 Mr. Morgan said, “Well, yes, sir, there are other uses that could go there that are much 
more intense that could operate 24 hours a day.  You could have a convenience store there 
that’s open 24 hours a day.  It is something from a staff standpoint we think is good for this area 
of King Street because it tilts the balance back a little bit more towards residential quality, but 
you still, in a good neighborhood, need some commercial opportunities.  The limited business 
aspect of it is still good, we think, and to get the General Business off the property makes a lot 
of sense.” 
 
 Councilmember Waring said, “Years ago, you may remember that there used to be an 
Italian place there that sold pizza and then the proprietor lived upstairs so the property has 
history of having Mixed-Use.  This actually would be a help to the church and help to the 
neighborhood by reducing what could go there.  I support you Councilmember.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Mitchell. 
 
 Councilmember Mitchell said, “Christopher.” 
 
 Mr. Morgan said, “Yes, sir.” 
 
 Councilmember Mitchell said, “With the late night committee, didn't we pass that law that 
you can’t even have a bar, I think, 500 feet away from a community residential area?” 
 
 Mr. Morgan said, “I’m sorry.” 
 
 Councilmember Mitchell said, “That is part of the ordinance that we have.” 
 
 Mr. Morgan said, “Oh, on the late night, and I would need to look back at that.  That may 
be in there as a matter of fact.” 
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 Councilmember Mitchell said, “It is 500 feet away from a residential area that you can’t 
have a bar there.  That is what we did in that late night ordinance.” 
 
 Mr. Morgan said, “Right, that may be in there and, of course, ABC regs also are 
enforced and I don’t know those.  The City doesn’t enforce those.” 
 
 Councilmember Mitchell said, “So, that should be limited in that particular area anyway 
as the church is right next door.  It will be hard to get a bar in there anyway.” 
 
 Mr. Morgan said, “Right.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Are there any further questions or discussion?” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Moody. 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “Chris, would you back up to the application page where 
you've got the map?  Right there.  Why is mine different?” 
 
 The Clerk said, “They provided a different application page after the agenda was 
disseminated.  We laid it on the desks.” 
 
 Councilmember Riegel said, “You’ve got the wrong property.” 
 
 Councilmember Lewis said, “There is a new one on your desk.” 
 
 Mr. Morgan said, “It’s possible.” 
 
 The Clerk said, “It’s on your desk, Councilmember Moody.”   
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “I do have two then.  It looks like the same.” 
 
 Mr. Morgan said, “Yes.  The one that’s in your package was the old applicant group and 
this what’s up here is the current applicant group.” 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “I saw this, and the problem I’ve got with it is it has one of 
City employee’s names on it as the applicant.” 
 
 Mr. Morgan said, “But he is no longer involved in it.” 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “I’m sorry.” 
 
 Mr. Morgan said, “He is no longer involved in it.” 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “Was he involved in it throughout this process and just up 
to the end?” 
 
 Mr. Morgan said, “No.” 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “I just want to be sure we’re clear that we won’t have 
something coming up later.” 
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 Mr. Morgan said, “Do you want to speak to that?” 
 
 Mr. Richardson said, “Yes, Councilman Moody, I’ll be happy to add information to that.  
So, for this project, we were approached to help out in the fall when that employee was not an 
employee of the City of Charleston and was working as a consultant to his professional credit.  I 
actually replaced him as the applicant, and our firm took the project over for the rezoning.” 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “It just troubled me when I saw this on the application that 
the applicant is a City employee.” 
 
 Mr. Richardson said, “I notified the City yesterday morning, Philip Overcash, and we 
worked to get it swapped out with the Clerk of Council as quickly as possible for tonight’s 
presentation once I noticed that that was very old information.” 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “Okay, I just wanted to be sure we were clear.  Thank you 
very much.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Mr. Richardson, do you mind sharing with us your proposed 
use of the property?” 
 
 Mr. Richardson said, “So, our analysis of it is really interesting, I think, because you have 
great opportunities.  Along King Street, you have very much a commercial presence and a need 
to establish a continued commercial presence is really a great opportunity there.  On the flip 
side of that, you’re also on a corner which is a residential corner, going into Cleveland Street 
which is a great neighborhood of two and a half story homes so you have a unique blend 
opportunity, again on a very small parcel to address the commercial along King Street Corridor 
which will probably be a two to three story element.  Then, you will have residential tapering 
down to probably two stories to one and a half stories going to the parcel right beside or just the 
next residential parcel is a two-story building with a gable roof.  So, our goal is to address the 
commercial needs of King Street and very sensitively address the needs of the residential street 
character of Cleveland.  Our recommendation for it is a professional office, two floors, two and a 
half floors along King, residential in the back.  An initial analysis we did in the fall was about 
3,000 square feet of professional office, you have four residential units, one of those being 
Workforce Housing so exceeding the 15 percent minimum to 25 percent because you can only 
get so many pounds of potatoes in this bucket.  We’re going to look at it again, but we would like 
to look at that mix because what that does, too, is it breaks the massing down so the big block 
that you could build right now on the GB, you’re able to break it up into smaller parts that are 
more digestible, appropriate for King and sensitive to Cleveland.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Are there any other questions or other discussion?” 
 

On a motion by Councilmember Lewis, seconded by Councilmember Mitchell, City 
Council voted unanimously to give first reading to the following bill:   

 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 975 King Street and 6 Cleveland Street (North 
Central - Peninsula) (0.132 acre) (TMS #463-15-04-084) (Council District 3), be rezoned 
from General Business (GB) classification to Mixed Use/Workforce Housing (MU-1/WH) 
classification.  
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Mayor Tecklenburg said, “If you all have been having trouble, Mr. Richardson and Pastor 
Robinson, you’re both here tonight and why don’t you all talk and try to become good neighbors 
because I believe the down zoning will be a better use for you Pastor Robinson than the 
General Business designation would have allowed.  Thank you very much.  Mr. Morgan, next 
item.” 

 
Mr. Morgan said, “Yes, this is Item #3.  This is 2482 Flamingo Drive in Long Branch, 

West Ashley.  It’s a quarter acre.  It’s a recent annexation.  It’s a request to go to SR-1 Single-
Family Residential.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Would anyone like to be heard on this matter?” 
 
Councilmember Waring said, “Move for approval.” 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Is there any discussion?” 
 
On a motion by Councilmember Waring, seconded by Councilmember Moody, City 

Council voted unanimously to give first reading to the following bill:   
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 2482 Flamingo Drive (Long Branch - West 
Ashley) (0.25 acre) (TMS #310-02-00-127) (Council District 2), annexed into the City of 
Charleston March 22, 2016 (#2016-043), be zoned Single-Family Residential (SR-1) 
classification. 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Item #5, Mr. Morgan.” 
 
Mr. Morgan said, “This is another nearby property.  2476 Flamingo Drive.  I’m sorry.” 
 
The Clerk said, “We’re on Item #4.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Oh, I’m sorry, Item #4.” 
 
Mr. Morgan said, “Okay, 2476 Flamingo Drive, Long Branch also.  Again, quarter of an 

acre, recent annexation request to go to SR-1 Single-Family Residential.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Would anyone like to be heard?” 
 
Councilmember Mitchell said, “Move for approval.” 
 
Councilmember Lewis said, “Second.” 
 
On a motion by Councilmember Mitchell, seconded by Councilmember Lewis, City 

Council voted unanimously to give first reading to the following bill: 
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 2476 Flamingo Drive (Long Branch - West 
Ashley) (0.25 acre) (TMS #310-02-00-126) (Council District 2), annexed into the City of 
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Charleston March 22, 2016 (#2016-042), be zoned Single-Family Residential (SR-1) 
classification. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Now, #5, I stand corrected.” 
 
Mr. Morgan said, “This is 115 Carriage Hill Place in Nelliefield in Cainhoy.  It’s .18 of an 

acre, TMS #269-01-05-159 annexed into the City on March 22, 2016, request for SR-6 which 
matches the most directly the surrounding lot size within the neighborhood.  Would anyone like 
to be heard on this matter?” 

 
Councilmember Williams said, “Move for approval.” 
 
Councilmember Mitchell said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Is there any discussion?” 
 
On a motion by Councilmember Williams, seconded by Councilmember Mitchell, City 

Council voted unanimously to give first reading to the following bill: 
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 115 Carriage Hill Place (Nelliefield – Cainhoy) 
(0.18 acre) (TMS #269-01-05-159) (Council District 1), annexed into the City of Charleston 
March 22, 2016 (#2016-041), be zoned Single-Family Residential (SR-6) classification. 
 
Mr. Morgan said, “This next one is Item #6 which is Cooper Judge Lane                        

on James Island, 3.74 acres, TMS #427-00-00-078 and 079, annexed into the City on March 22, 

2016.  The recommendation is for zoning of SR-1 Single-Family Residential, which matches the 
adjoining zoning that’s in the City that you see here in the light yellow and coming out to 
Secessionville and back behind it as well.  Both staff and Planning Commission recommend 
approval for SR-1 on this site.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Would anyone like to be heard?  Is there any discussion?” 
 
On a motion by Councilmember Waring, seconded by Councilmember Gregorie, City 

Council voted unanimously to give first reading to the following bill: 
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that property located on Cooper Judge Lane (James 
Island) (3.74 acres) (TMS #427-00-00-078 and 079) (Council District 6), annexed into the 
City of Charleston March 22, 2016 (#2016-040), be zoned Single-Family Residential (SR-1) 
classification. 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Item #7.” 
 
Mr. Morgan said, “This is a property on Savannah Highway, 604 Savannah Highway in 

Moreland in West Ashley.  It’s a quarter of an acre, TMS#421-03-00-179.  It was zoned RO or 
Residential Office in Charleston County.  The request within the City is also for Residential 
Office and both the Planning Commission and staff recommend approval.  We also have some 
images of the property here.  It is a house that has been used for office space in the past.  
There is a parking lot to the rear which meets the City standards.” 
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Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Would anyone like to be heard on this matter?” 
 
Councilmember Waring said, “Move for approval.” 
 
Councilmember Riegel said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We have a motion and a second, is there any discussion?” 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Waring, one (1) bill (Item E-7) received second reading. 

It passed second reading on motion by Councilmember Riegel and third reading on motion of 
Councilmember Seekings. On further motion of Councilmember Moody, the rules were 
suspended, and the bill was immediately ratified as: 

 
2016-050 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 

CHARLESTON BY CHANGING THE ZONE MAP, WHICH IS A PART 
THEREOF, SO THAT 604 SAVANNAH HWY (MORELAND - WEST ASHLEY) 
(0.24 ACRE) (TMS #421-03-00-179) (COUNCIL DISTRICT 11), BE ZONED 
RESIDENTIAL OFFICE (RO) CLASSIFICATION. 

 
Mr. Morgan said, “Okay, Item #8 is a change to our Zoning Ordinance.  The change is to 

regulations for non-conforming two-family and multi-family dwelling uses to require if there is 
any increase in the number of bedrooms that that has to be reviewed by the Board of Zoning 
Appeals – Zoning.  It also changes the definition of multiple dwelling to multi-family dwelling.  
Just a slight sentence change there, but this was actually something that was initiated from City 
Council and this has been reviewed by staff and the Planning Commission and both 
recommend approval for you on this item.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Would anyone like to be heard on this matter?”     
 
On a motion of Councilmember Seekings, one (1) bill (Item E-8) received second 

reading. It passed second reading on motion by Councilmember Lewis and third reading on 
motion of Councilmember Seekings. On further motion of Councilmember Waring, the rules 
were suspended, and the bill was immediately ratified as: 

 
2016-051 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 54 OF THE CODE OF THE 

CITY OF CHARLESTON (ZONING ORDINANCE) BY AMENDING 
SECTION 54-110 TO CHANGE ZONING REGULATIONS FOR NON-
CONFORMING TWO-FAMILY AND MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING USES 
TO REQUIRE ANY INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF BEDROOMS TO 
BE REVIEWED BY THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS – ZONING 
AND AMENDING SECTION 54-120 TO CHANGE THE DEFINITION 
“MULTIPLE DWELLING” TO “MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING.”   
 

Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Moody. 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “I was looking at the report from the Planning staff that was 

right at the very beginning of our package and under Ordinance Amendments and it’s #1.  It’s 
shown there as being deferred.  Are you following where I am?” 

 
Mr. Morgan said, “That was the March meeting of the Planning Commission.” 
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Councilmember Moody said, “It was not the April meeting that we attended.” 
 
Mr. Morgan said, “This report that is here is the March meeting report.” 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Alright, I was trying to figure out why that was deferred 

because I was there when they voted it down.  Thank you.” 
 
Councilmember Mitchell was excused from the Chamber at 5:36 p.m. 
 
Mr. Morgan said, “Okay, and Item #9 is an ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance by 

amending Section 54-353 to change driveway requirements from one-family attached dwellings 
and this is a situation our staff has dealt with for awhile now where we’re getting these attached 
dwellings where we typically have required that they not have over an 11-foot driveway.  What 
happens is the builders build it that way and then people come in and widen the driveways, you 
end up with a fairly unattractive streetscape along the roadways and the builders don’t like it, the 
residents don’t like it.  So, we have created with this amendment an option that lets a developer 
if they don’t want to build just an 11-foot driveway if they want to have a wider driveway that 
they help us with pedestrian connectivity by creating more sidewalks in the neighborhood and 
on all surrounding streets.  So, we think that’s a win-win for everybody.  It improves the 
accessibility of the neighborhood and lets the developers build what they think is the wider 
driveway that meets the demands of the type of product they're building and we don’t end up 
with everybody having to come in and widen their driveway after they move into the house 
anyway.  Both staff and Planning Commission recommend approval of this request.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Would anyone like to be heard on this matter?” 
 
Councilmember Waring said, “Move for approval.” 
 
Councilmember Lewis said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We have a motion.  Is there any discussion?” 
 
On a motion by Councilmember Waring, seconded by Councilmember Lewis, City 

Council voted unanimously to give first reading to the following bill: 
 
An ordinance to amend Chapter 54 of the Code of the City of Charleston (Zoning 
Ordinance) by amending Section 54-353 to change the driveway requirements for one-
family attached dwellings. 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Next, we would like to move for approval of two sets of 
minutes, one from our special meeting of April 4, 2016 and our last regular meeting of April 12, 
2016. 

 
Councilmember Moody said, “Move for approval.” 
 
Councilmember Riegel said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We have a motion and a second.  Is there any discussion or 

corrections?” 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Moody, seconded by Councilmember Riegel, City 
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Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes for the April 4, 2016 Special City Council 
Meeting and the April 12, 2016 Regular City Council Meeting. 

Councilmember Mitchell returned to the Chamber at 5:39 p.m. 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Next, I would like to call our Human Resources Director to join 
me for just a minute.  Tomorrow morning, our City has its quarterly Employee Service Awards 
Breakfast.  Unfortunately, a few of our employees that we would like to recognize in the morning 
will not be able to make it tomorrow morning, so we are going to recognize them this evening.” 

Kay Cross said, “Thank you, Mayor.  Good evening, everyone.  In 2003, the City began 
recognizing employees for reaching certain milestones in their careers.  We have three 
Councilmembers here this evening who we would like to recognize for reaching 10 and 20 years 
of service.  The first Councilmember I would like to ask to come forward is Councilmember 
Kathleen Wilson.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We have a special pin for you and want to thank you for your 
dedication and service to the City of Charleston.” 

Councilmember Wilson said, “Thank you.  It’s been an extraordinary pleasure.  No need 
to take up our time this evening.  It’s been a pleasure to serve this City, and I enjoy every day of 
it.  Some days there’s a little more indigestion than others.  It has been well worth it and a 
wonderful experience.  Thank you.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Your 10-year pin.  Thank you very much.” 

There was applause in the Chamber. 

Ms. Cross said, “Next, I would like to ask Councilmember Robert Mitchell to come 
forward and be recognized for 10 years of service with the City of Charleston.  Now, this is also 
in addition to a previous four years so in a year, we’ll probably be inviting you to come back up 
to get your 15-year pin.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you for your service.” 

Councilmember Mitchell said, “I would like to thank the residents in the community for 
supporting me over and over again.  The main thing is that we have to start working together in 
the community.  I would like to see all of the people in my district come out to these community 
organization meetings so they can be informed of what’s going on when contacting the 
Councilmember.  Then, when things happen, we will be aware of them and we able to make 
decisions on that end. That’s my main goal, to try to work together to bring more people out to 
these Neighborhood Associations meetings.  A lot of times, people don’t know what’s going on 
because they’re not attending the meetings, so you have to attend these meetings to know 
what’s going on.  I am working hard to do that and that’s really all I have to say right now.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Well, thank you for your ten years of service, which is really 14 
years of service.” 

There was applause in the Chamber. 

Ms. Cross said, “I would like to ask Councilmember James Lewis to please come up and 
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be recognized for his 20 years of service to the City of Charleston. “ 

There was applause in the Chamber. 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Councilmember Lewis is our longest serving Councilmember 
on Council as of this time.  Congratulations.  Thank you for your service.” 

Councilmember Lewis said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  I certainly want to thank the citizens 
of this great City and the citizens of District #3.  You saw fit to elect me for the last 20 years.  I’m 
happy to serve, and I will continue to serve.  One thing I have learned in my life is, if you are a 
Christian, you serve God, you’ve got to serve man.  My motto is I will continue to serve man 
until I die.  Thank you again, and I look forward to working with you the next three and a half 
years and after this, hopefully, I will retire.  Thank you.” 

There was laughter and applause in the Chamber.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, Kay.  Next is our Citizens Participation Period.  
May I get a show of hands of how many people would be interested in addressing Council 
tonight?  About 20, so to try to keep us within 30 minutes, let’s call 90 seconds for each 
speaker, a minute and a half, and who would like to go first?  Please come forward, sir, if you 
want to address Council and state your name and address.” 

1. Mark Gould said, “My name is Mark Gould.  I live at 264 Ashley Avenue.  I’m 
here because I understand that one of the issues being discussed is the Sea Level Rise 
mitigation issue.  My reason for coming to the Council Meeting is just to point out that 
Charleston is not in isolation on this.  This is a global problem.  In 2014, the U.S. Council of 
Mayors conducted a survey called Climate Action Mitigation for America’s Cities.  One of the 
actions that was discussed by the Mayors was trying to influence fossil fuel use and climate 
change policy at the Federal level, which would benefit all of the cities along our coasts.  I’m 
here to urge the City of Charleston to get involved with that Federal level discussion on reducing 
Sea Level Rise globally as part of the climate change issue.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  Who would like to be heard?  Yes, sir.” 

2. Frank Clasby said, “Mayor and Council, thank you for all your efforts and service.  
My name is Frank Clasby and I’ve been here for 25 years, so I’m relatively new, and I’m here on 
behalf of Charleston Moves, which gives me a slant.  I have over 80,000 miles of commute on 
my bicycle just in Charleston.  I have two comments.  No, on I-526 and yes, to Bridge the 
Ashley.  Thank you.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  Yes, sir.” 

3. Pastor Roland Sigman said, “Mayor.  Good to see you this evening, Mayor and 
Councilmembers.  I’m here to represent 911 Ashe Street.  At that particular address is Francis 
Brown African Methodist Episcopal Church, and we’ve been within the City and community for 
115 years.  We are now faced with a dilemma in reference to parking that has been a great 
limitation in reference to what we can do or what we will continue to do due to parking.  We’ve 
been given an hour to a two-hour limit, which eliminates or really restrains us in reference to the 
various things that we can do at our church.  We are housed within the community.  We are a 
part of the community.  We want to be sensitive to the community, but we want the community 
to be sensitive to us, as well.  It’s to the point that even when we have funerals, we make the 
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petition to the City that we would like to have the space within the radius or the length of our 
property, but even then, we are subject to issues that come out of that, just for a funeral or even 
for an evening service because of the limitations there.  So, I’m petitioning the Council, I’m 
petitioning you as well, Mayor, that you all would reconsider the churches and the benefit of the 
churches within the City.  We don’t want a mass exodus, but if this was to continue, there would 
be an exodus, and we all understand that Charleston is the Holy City and what would a Holy 
City be without churches.  Thank you so very much.” 

 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, Pastor.  Yes, sir.  Good evening.” 

4. Joseph Grant said, “Good evening, Mayor Tecklenburg, members of Council and 
others who are present.  My name is Joseph Grant.  I’m a member of Francis Brown AME 
Church also.  Would Francis Brown AME Church please stand?  We’re here to let Council and 
the Mayor know that we are a part of the community.  When we have restrictions where it limits 
the number of the places that we have to park and also the time factor, you limit God’s service 
to this community.  I know no one wants to be on the line with saying that you have to have a 
one-hour service and you have to leave at that particular time.  We have a commitment as it 
relates to our serving this community in both aspects and any talk about limitation of parking on 
any religious level is a direct limitation on God’s ability to come in and work within the 
community.  So, we are asking all of you when you get a request coming up from anyone that 
limiting the availability of people to have parking in order to have worship service that you deny 
that because you are working toward the betterment of the community when you do work to 
allow people to have free access to their religious beliefs.  Thank you very much.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir.” 

5. Kurt Cavanaugh said, “Members of City Council, Mr. Mayor, my name is Kurt 
Cavanaugh.  I’m Executive Director of Charleston Moves.  I work at 1630 Meeting Street, 
29405.  I live at 426 Race, 29403.  792 days ago in this very Chamber, this Council along with 
former Mayor Riley, did the right thing in voting to connect West Ashley and the Peninsula with 
the Legare bike and pedestrian lane.  Today, we stand here to acknowledge that this process is 
taking far too long.  We also acknowledge that the current lane test is going smoothly, the lane 
configuration works, in case and point, the piece in today’s Post and Courier by Frank Wooten.  
In other words, the lane test is not causing a traffic nightmare.  The myriad of engineering 
studies prove correct.  The news is there is no news.  Sorry, I’m reading this.  I’m kind of busy 
with bike month coming up.  Let’s acknowledge like the 1200 Charlestonians who have 
completed this postcard in support of the project here that this is not about commute times or 
about cars but about people.  To quote transportation and policy expert, Janette Sadik-Kahn, a 
personal hero of mine says, ‘Cities can never succeed in transforming their streets if they never 
try.  There is no courage, no achievement and no triumph in avoiding the attempts.’  Do the right 
thing, bridge the Ashley, and show you value the rights, health, safety and connection of all of 
our neighbors regardless of their mode of transportation.  Thank you.” 

There was applause in the Chamber. 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you.” 

Mr. Cavanaugh continued, “And 1200 postcards in support of this.  I didn’t want to put 
them in the mail so here they are.  Thank you.” 

6. William Saunders said, “Well, I’m sort of on the other side of this tonight.  I am a 
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life resident of Johns Island.  I’m totally against I-526.  I went to an elderly man on the east side 
of Charleston back in 1967, and I was trying to help him, the black community, save land and I 
was telling him how we could help him save land.  He said to me, 'Colored people don’t own any 
land.  We just keep the land until the white man is ready for it.'  Forty something years ago, that 
happened, and that’s happening all over where I live, and I’m really concerned about Johns 
Island, the kind of things that are happening on Johns Island.  I hear people are concerned 
about traffic, but I tried to get to this building from North Charleston.  It takes me an hour, but it 
doesn’t seem like that’s a traffic problem.  The only place that has the traffic problem is Johns 
Island, and these islands.  A lot of people are going to stand up against I-526.  It has no value 
for the people.  I remember the talk about the sales tax.  I remembered my grandfather and 
others building River Road on Johns Island in about 1910 or so and they had to pay what they 
called a poll tax, which meant that you didn’t have any money so you had to work to build the 
road.  All of the black men on that island built River Road without ever getting paid.  I see this 
tax, the half cent sales tax, being the same thing as the poll tax back in those days, and you’re 
going to have a lot of problems with us as it relates to I-526.  Thank you.” 

There was applause in the Chamber. 

7. Rich Thomas said, “I’m Rich Thomas.  I live on Betsy Kerrison Parkway on Johns 
Island.  It’s pretty tough following my friend here, but I’m going to try.  It’s not often that we’re 
afforded the opportunity to witness such deliberate acts of financial and political malpractice on 
the citizens being contemplated by our elected officials.  Fortunately, today, we’re informed by 
knowledge based on detailed technical studies, similar examples from more than 70 years of 
actual experience with roads, and indeed our own daily practical observations that can foretell 
just how bad the results of this resolution you’re contemplating might be.  This resolution will 
indeed be another monumental act of financial and political malpractice that the region in my 
home neighborhood, Mr. Saunders’ neighborhood, will have to struggle with forever.  The 
amount of money involved here of 350 million, more or less, is $900 for every child, woman and 
man in the County.  How many of those children will be wanting to pay that bill for 20 or 30 
years?  Do you really want to make them do that?  Those children that you mentioned go to bed 
hungry at night because their parents can’t put food on the table.  This road would terminate at 
one lane, Calhoun Street, which floods regularly at high tides and storms and where a huge new 
hospital is under construction right now.  You do know that traffic studies about this road were 
specifically excluded from assessing that terminus because it would be shown to be such a 
disaster that no one in their right mind would contemplate.  Thank you.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  Yes, sir.” 

There was applause in the Chamber. 

 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember White. 

 Councilmember White said, “Mr. Mayor, just as a point of order, you might want to 
remind the audience whether they’re in favor or in opposition, this is a legislative session and 
there’s no applause.” 

 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “This is a legislative session, please refrain from applause and 
outbursts.  I’ll be glad to take a show of hands at the end of our period here if you like.  Yes, sir.” 

8. Steve Green said, “Hi, Steve Green, River Road, Johns Island.  We all knew 
about the financial irresponsibility of building this concrete disaster, but I also want to remind 
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City Council of our responsibility to save the treasure called Johns Island.  What you defile 
cannot be regained.  Visitors and residents love Charleston because of the preservation that’s 
been enforced over the years.  I want to see Johns Island remain wooded, the Stono River free 
flowing and the expanses of our marshes unbroken as it was for those that love these islands 
before us and for our future generations who will continue to preserve these islands long after 
we were gone.  I’m grateful to have lived on Johns Island for 33 years and have met so many 
dedicated folks that also desire to keep our islands and rivers scenic, rural and natural.  We are 
all grateful for the City Council members who will do the right thing by voting for preservation of 
these wonderful islands and who will let this project die.  I understand you’re under pressure 
from some powerful political figures and developers to vote for a half billion dollar mistake to our 
land.  I ask you, please look deep in your soul for what is best for the preservation of this area, 
not what can make someone the most money.  Save Johns Island for the treasure that it is and 
vote no to I-526.  Thank you.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, sir.  Yes, ma’am.” 

9. Mary Galinshaw said, “First of all, I need a question answered. 

The Clerk said, “Who is speaking?” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Please identify yourself.” 

Ms. Galinshaw continued, “My name is Mary Galinshaw, I’m a member of Francis Brown 
Church and first of all, I need to understand is there a certain area in the City of Charleston 
where you are limited to park because this is something new to me.  I’ve lived in the City of 
Charleston all my life.  I am closer to 70 than 60.  They put tickets on your car, sometimes your 
cars are towed so the community needs to know, are they designated areas?  I live in Wagener 
Terrace, and if someone comes to park on that street, they’re not afraid that they’re going to be 
ticketed or whatever, but certain streets need to be outlined as to where you can park, how long 
you can park or whatever.  Also, Cleveland Street is not far from me.  Personally, we do not 
need another bar nor a restaurant in that area because the bars in the City of Charleston are 
busting out at the seams.  Way back in the day, we had a service station and a convenience 
store.  Something like that would accommodate the community better than bars.  Thank you.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We don’t normally respond during the, this is comment period, 
so just to let you know, yes, ma’am, we do have residential parking districts in the City.  The 
Traffic and Transportation Committee met just this afternoon about it.  Here’s a little map that 
shows the different districts.  The Committee resolved over the next 90 days that the City will 
study the rules of these districts and make special allowances for church services. 

Ms. Galinshaw continued, “I’m not just thinking about the church services.  In the past 
I’ve had a client, because I take care of people medically, and I was parked on Amherst Street 
and if it wasn’t for a citizen my car would have been towed because I didn’t know that you had a 
limited amount of time to park on certain streets.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  Yes, ma’am.” 

10. Donna Jacobs said, “Good evening, Mayor Tecklenburg and City 
Councilmembers.  My name is Donna Jacobs.  I live at 6 Craven Avenue in Byrnes Downs and 
last weekend we had West Ashley Community Day where the Mayor came and did a 
proclamation.  We had a lot of our City Council representatives from the West Ashley area, and 
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I thank you because there are several issues that you’re looking at tonight on Council.  One is 
this ordinance for first reading about developing a West Ashley Commission to look at things 
that are important to West Ashley, which is just a wonderful thing for me to hear.   I’m one of the 
people that would like to see you finish I-526 because the impact of traffic through our 
neighborhoods in West Ashley is huge because Johns Island already has so many people living 
there, that they tie up the roads through our neighborhood getting to Johns Island.  So, finishing 
I-526 can also have a good benefit on residential people that want to maintain the livability of 
their neighborhoods.  Thank you so much.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you.  Yes, ma’am.” 
 
11. Ledlie Bell said, “I am Ledlie Bell of 1 Johnson Road, West Ashley, and I want to 

commend the Mayor and members of the Council for your leadership and courage in trying to 
find a way to finish I-526.  I have this pinned on.  I went to all the meetings for all the years and 
there’s a lot of misinformation out there but I would like to just address the concern about 
preserving the rural character of Johns Island or Wadmalaw and that is that you do that through 
zoning.  That’s why we established the urban boundary, and I think we need to be responsible 
in the way we work with the zoning and the variances that are requested, but that is the way to 
control it.  It’s not to prevent a proper evacuation route.  It’s not the way to impact other 
residential areas as Donna has stated, so I want to commend you for exploring your willingness 
to do so.  I commend. 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  Yes, ma’am.”  
 
12. Natalie Olson said, “Good evening.  My name is Natalie Olson.  I’m the Land Use 

Program Director and Staff Attorney for the Coastal Conservation League.  Thank you for this 
opportunity to comment.  Tonight, you’re considering a resolution to support the I-526 extension 
and funding the $350 million in cost overruns, but I urge you first to consider the reality of the 
situation that we’re facing.  That project was started nine years ago and we’re not even half way 
done with the permitting process.  There simply isn’t enough money to finish the project and any 
change and scope at this point including the proposal to toll will require you to restart the 
permitting process in its entirety and submit a new application to the Infrastructure Bank.  
Further, to even figure out if tolling is viable, it would take a year and a million dollars.  The 
connectivity issues, the congestion issues and the hurricane evacuation issues will not be 
solved by this project.  That’s been proven over the last decade of studies.  The hurricane 
evacuation for Johns Island and the Sea Islands is US 17 South and so focusing on fixing a 
project like the flyover is what will help aid in hurricane evacuation, not this project.  Also 
suggesting that the City assume the $350 million in cost overruns would be fiscally 
irresponsible.  It would jeopardize your AAA bond rating, and it would put us on the hook for 
millions and millions of dollars for the next decades.  So, in light of this bleak outlook, I suggest 
that you support the County in their efforts to reprogram this money to other priority projects.  
There is a new climate at the Infrastructure Bank and at the State.  Do you want this to be your 
legacy, or do you want to solve our real problems?  Thank you.”                                                                           

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  With all due deference, I always ignore 

this side of the room.  Is there anyone on this side of the room that would like to be heard?  Can 
I take a few over here next?  Yes, sir.” 

13. Hank Hofford said, “Good evening, Councilmembers and Mr. Mayor.  My name is 
Hank Hofford of Bennett Hofford Construction Company.  I came here to initially speak on the 
Gathering Place issue that you guys have been wrestling with for a while.  I wanted to thank you 
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for your support.  We’ve been able to move our project forward.  We’re going to the TRC 
(Technical Review Committee) this coming Thursday.  Thank you to the staff for their help in 
solving the storm drainage issues we were wrestling with, but I also wanted to just try to remind 
you that the Gathering Place is not all bad.  It can be a good thing, and especially with the 
growth issues that we’re talking about and working with the infrastructure that we do have, it 
does allow you to create an Urban Growth Boundary and concentrate the growth in the areas 
that it should be.  So, I understand that there are some issues about exactly what’s been done 
in the zoned area, but it does allow for a community to be developed and built that does, I 
guess, put more people on bicycles and all that sort of stuff.  I’m a 100 percent proponent of I-
526, and I encourage you guys to continue your leadership there.  I know there’s 150 or 200 
people that oppose it, but there are tens of thousands of people that rely on transportation 
corridors.  You try to get on and off of Johns Island when you’re going to work or coming home, 
and you spend an hour wasting gasoline and time in the car.  It’s a true waste of a plan that was 
already approved and should have been built 20 years ago.  Thank you, guys, for your 
leadership there. That’s all I have to say, but thank you, Mr. Mayor.  It looks like you’ve hit the 
ground running, and Charleston seems to be functioning fine without Joe Riley, but thank you 
for joining us, and thank you, Councilmembers.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Who would have guessed it possible?  Yes, sir.” 

There was laughter in the Chamber. 

Councilmember Mitchell was excused from the Chamber at 6:06 p.m. 

14. Andrew Greer said, “Mr. Mayor, City Council, I appreciate your time.  My name is 
Andrew Greer.  I live on Bohicket Road, Johns Island.  I’m a physician.  I work in West Ashley 
and Downtown Charleston.  I fight the traffic on the way into town.  I fight it on the way home in 
the afternoon.  You might think that I would be for I-526, however, I’m vehemently opposed to it.  
The reason is not only for the back-breaking financial obligation, but also for the 
overdevelopment, but the main reason is I feel it inherently has a design flaw.  You may think 
I’m not a Planning Commissioner, but I am almost a lifelong cardiothoracic anesthesiologist, and 
I understand the circulatory system, and the circulatory system of traffic is not dissimilar from 
the body.  However, the body is far more complex, and it actually works.  When looking at any 
type of circulatory system, be it vascular or vehicular, you need to have maintenance of flow.  In 
the body, you have maintenance of flow.  In the body, you have maintenance of flow from large 
arteries, the smaller arteries, the capillaries.  The blood keeps moving, otherwise, we would fall 
over.  In the traffic system, we don’t have that.  This critical component is lacking.  We go from 
large highways to small highways.  We stop, traffic backs up, and we have a massive heart 
attack, which is called Charleston County traffic.  You can see this every morning at Calhoun 
Street, every afternoon at Folly Road, every afternoon at Stono Bridge and Maybank Highway, 
and I-526 all day long.  This is because, even though we have high speed traffic flow on these 
large roads, there’s nowhere for these cars to go.  There’s no collateral circulation.  It doesn’t 
allow for any place for these cars to go.  So, more lanes and bigger roads does not necessarily 
mean better traffic flow.  This is the inherent component that is the problem of the I-526 design.  
So, I would appreciate if you would really look at this and see why it won’t work, not that it’s a 
bad idea completely, but it just won’t work.  Thank you.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, sir.  Yes, ma’am.” 

15. Nancy Tyler said, “Hi, my name is Nancy Tyler, and I live on Johns Island on 
Thunder Trail in Summertree subdivision.  I used to be in favor of I-526, but I’m really not now.  I 
think we need the flyover, but I’m really upset with you all to even think about putting a toll road 
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on Johns Island.  If you’re going to put one there, go put one on every bridge that has been built 
around here.  It’s not fair for Johns Island to have to pay a toll.  I’m not retired.  I don’t work, and 
I’m on a limited income.  Even a little bit of a toll, if you go even once a day coming home, it’s 
just not fair to Johns Island to have to pay a toll when other bridges don’t.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  Yes, sir.” 

16. Harry Polycrom said, “My name is Harry Polycrom.  I live on Seabrook Island.  
This is considering I-526.  I’ve often wondered why this project is sometimes called the 
completion of I-526 when all it does is dump a lot more traffic into two lanes on Calhoun Street, 
which is flooded and impassible more and more often.  The only argument about this project 
that makes sense is 36 seconds, the amount of time the average commuter will save by using 
this.  The $725 million-plus investment, given City Council’s history and propensity to approve 
most every major housing project proposed, I’m sure will reduce that 36 seconds to zero 
seconds shortly after completion.  Shouldn’t we be searching for ways to get cars off of the 
roads by encouraging carpooling, public transit, and commuter rail, while making our existing 
roads more efficient with turn lanes and coordinated traffic lights?  I urge you to use caution in 
what you wish for.  If you manage to convince the public for a tax increase to pay for this 
project, what do you think their appetite will be for another increase to pay for what I think is the 
biggest challenge on Charleston’s horizon, rising seas, and pervasive flooding.  Thank you.” 

Councilmember Mitchell returned to the Chamber at 6:08 p.m. 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, sir.  Yes, sir.”  

17. Mohammed Idris said, “Mayor, Mohammed Idris.  Ladies and gentlemen, I heard 
this evening people complaining about parking by their church.  They should get the same kind 
of fairness that is down here that St. Michael’s gets.  You can make a U-turn down here, you 
can park on any kind of street you want down here, and don’t get any ticket.  We see this every 
day.  I ride the bus, and I see this go on every day here on Broad Street. So, we should be 
given the same treatment.  BAR, B-A-R-, the BAR that leads to the slammer.  The Board of 
Architectural Review is that BAR.  After being refused by the BAR, there are those among us 
who end up going to the other bars for relief.  After seeking relief at that bar, a great number of 
us end up behind bars.  The money changes are working to make West of the Ashley like they 
have done with the Peninsula of Charleston, and what they have done is they have lied, robbed, 
and displaced people from their homes for no other reason than to make money.  Then the 
moneychangers are acting like Mayor Summey, who on October 30, 2015 said that he was the 
devil we know.  The people who are working to misdevelop West Ashley are being the devil at 
the expense of good people West of the Ashley.  Thank you.”  

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, sir.  Yes, ma’am.” 

18. Glenda Miller said, “Mr. Mayor, members of Council, my name is Glenda Miller, 
and I live on Seabrook Island.  I’m here to speak against the building of I-526.  We’ve really 
spent too much time and money.  We need to let this die.  Before you consider your Resolution, 
I did notice two discrepancies.  One is, it will not contribute to any evacuation measures, and the 
second one is, it will not create a loop or perimeter around the City.  It’s actually going to dump, 
as everyone has mentioned, all the traffic onto Calhoun and Courtenay where they’re building a 
new children’s hospital and create massive problems there.  The use of ‘completing Interstate 
526’ is a huge misnomer.  It is not an interstate.  It’s going to be a 45 mile per hour parkway.  
Who is going to pay a toll to go eight miles at 45 miles per hour?  Certainly not the workers, they 
don’t have the money, and commercial vehicles are usually banned from parkways.  I-526 will 
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also not help port commerce.  The trucks that come from Savannah and I-95 South will continue 
to go up (Highway) 17 North and access I-526 where they currently do at Sam Rittenberg and 
Savannah Highway.  A flyover at Main and (Highway) 17 would be much more beneficial for port 
commerce.  Thank you.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you for very much.  Yes, ma’am.” 

19. Meghan Sparkman said, “Hi, my name is Meghan Sparkman.  I’m going to hold 
this since I’m over six feet tall.  I live at 1175 Mathis Ferry Road.  I would also like to add my 
voice to the contingent of people here tonight speaking out against the I-526 completion project.  
Several of you have said it better than I can, but saving 36 seconds is not worth $350 million.  
Not only does it not work, it also impacts 17.4 acres of wetlands.  It’s going to cut through 
James Island County Park and neighborhoods.  I would encourage Mr. Mayor and City Council 
to consider other alternatives, which in my mind have a more long term way of thinking towards 
the environment and traffic.  Just by a quick show of hands just for a personal question, myself, 
how many of you are against it, just total, sitting here in this room?  Quite a few.  Thank you for 
your time.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  I was going to ask for a show of hands, 
but you beat me to it.  Would anyone else like to be heard?  If not, that’s the end of our Citizens 
Participation Period.  Thank you all for participating and sharing your thoughts with us.  So, the 
next matter to come before Council is in fact a Resolution on Charleston County Mark Clark 
Expressway Extension of I-526 project.” 

Councilmember Riegel said, “I move for approval, Mr. Mayor.” 

Councilmember Lewis said, “Second.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “It’s been moved and seconded.  Would anyone like to have 
any questions or discussion?” 

Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Waring. 

Councilmember Waring said, “Mr. Mayor, I’d like to compliment you on your leadership 
in working with the County and the region and hopefully, wish you well on your approach with 
the State later this week because we have to look at this from a regional perspective and not be 
parochial about it.  We’ve had experience with half cent sales tax.  We didn’t have a local match 
for the (Arthur) Ravenel Bridge.  We didn’t have a funding mechanism besides raising property 
taxes, which would have been punitive on property tax holders. One third of the people that the 
revenue is raised from, quite frankly, are people that come visit our region.  I can’t think of one 
project that had a tremendous cost overrun with the previous half cent sales tax.  So, all of the 
powers that be, we have an example to follow.  We’ve done a half cent sales tax before.  It has 
been very successful, and think of all the projects that were done with that previous half cent 
sales tax, roads, bridges, mass transit.  Now, we severely underfunded the mass transit, but for 
the 18 cents out of the previous dollar that came out of previous half cent sales taxes, we would 
not have a CARTA.  Just think where we would be if there was no CARTA because there would 
have been no funding.  We certainly got green space out of it, and there have been tremendous 
efforts through that.  That’s been leveraged, and I actually compliment Lowcountry Open Land 
Trust, Coastal Conservation League, all of those in those green space efforts that we all get to 
enjoy, but the fact is, we’re growing.  That is a good thing.  I always refer to, unfortunately, 
Detroit.  They’re not growing.  If you don’t believe it, look at some of the tags from Michigan that 
traverse this area.  So, it’s one thing to identify a problem.  It’s another thing to blame 
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somebody.  That’s the easy part.  Come up with a solution, and the solution here is one that 
you’ve proposed working with obviously with other leadership, the County, and hopefully our 
State, to provide funding for a long-term solution for us all.  I thank you for your efforts.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Riegel. 

Councilmember Riegel said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  Much like my good friend, 
Councilmember Waring, I commend you for your leadership, your vision, your courage on this 
issue.  Some of the speakers stated that the completion of I-526 was proposed 50 years ago.  I 
still remember Mayor Riley and I attended a forum together many years back where a little, 
elderly lady came up to the Mayor and I and said, ‘gee, I don’t know what happened.  We 
proposed the interstate system many years ago for commerce, for defense reasons, etcetera.  I 
don’t know why, Mayor, you didn’t support completion of I-526 then.’  The Mayor and I laughed 
because certainly that was in the 1950’s.  I’m becoming a little fatigued by the scare tactics that 
we continue to hear from many, many factions.  If I-526 is built, we will create additional 
homelessness.  We’ll put families on the street.  We’ll create hungry children.  That is the level 
to which I consider these scare tactics.  Someone mentioned a nine year delay since this was 
proposed.  I would like to extend my gratitude and appreciation to the opponents of this project, 
whose efforts and ad-nauseam lawsuits have added to that nine year delay.  Another scare 
tactic, it will promote growth on the islands.  Let me give you guys a heads-up.  Growth and 
development is already on the islands.  You’ll have to deal with it.  Finally, I’m a little 
embarrassed for my close friends and colleagues who serve in Columbia today, who have done 
little, if anything, this session to negate the problems facing this great State and facing the 
Lowcountry, from the gas tax to appropriate funding for roads and infrastructures.  Actually, if 
they were here tonight, I would gently suggest that they consider refunding their salaries and 
their expenses back to the SIB (State Infrastructure Bank) and thank them for their lack of 
leadership, courage, and vision, which you have demonstrated, Mr. Mayor.  

Finally, we do have a precedent in this State for turnpikes, Hilton Head, which I believe 
half of that is still open at this date.  Greenville, South Carolina, if that’s the mechanism that 
you’ve suggested, Mr. Mayor, to make this project happen, then I certainly will support that.  I 
would also ask, Mr. Mayor, that we look into the lack of funding by the Federal government.  I 
recently have been hearing comments that the reason there is not Federal funding is the 
reluctance to design and build I-526 at Federal DOT (Department of Transportation) 
specifications.  The faster or higher the speed limit, the higher the bridges need to be, the wider 
the berms need to be, the wider the infrastructure needs to be, which will probably add costs.  I 
would urge you, sir, to investigate the Federal funding.  Is it indeed a design issue?  I didn’t get 
a chance to call Deputy Director Jim Armstrong of Charleston County today, but he had some 
interesting input on this if anybody would care to call him.  I urge this great body to think about 
this issue.  As Keith (Councilmember Waring) always says, ‘we can do better.’  We can make 
things easier.  We can find better solutions, and I urge this body to approve this Resolution 
unanimously.  Thank you, Mr. Mayor.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Lewis. 

 Councilmember Lewis said, "Yes, sir, Mr. Mayor. I certainly will support this Resolution, 
not only the monies for I-526, but if it comes to the County and getting the sales tax, I certainly 
hope, as you heard a lot of talk in the Chamber this evening about traffic, if we could give 
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CARTA more money, I think we could have one of the best mass transportation systems in this 
country.  It will take a lot of cars off of the street if we can encourage people to ride the buses.  
The only way we can do that is that we have to bring CARTA up to that standard where people 
will want to ride CARTA to work, to church, or any other places.  So, I certainly hope that if there 
is a half cent sales tax, that CARTA will get their fair share.  From the last taxes, CARTA did not 
get their fair share.  A lot of the opponents here that are talking and against this, they were 
pushing for green space, they got all that money for green space, but yet CARTA didn't get the 
money they needed for mass transit.  So, this will be a concern of mine, and I will certainly be 
listening to the comments and giving my input once it comes from the State Infrastructure Bank.  
Thank you." 

 Mayor Tecklenburg said, "Thank you." 

 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Wagner. 

 Councilmember Wagner said, "I was very honored to receive 150 of the same exact e-
mail with only the name changed during the week.  Thank you, gentlemen and ladies, that sent 
them.  It would have been better to have 100 separate ones with some meat in it.  Since I got it, 
I want to share a part of it with you all.  They went to the trouble of sending them.  Some of you 
all might not have had a chance to read it.  I'm just going to read a couple of the sentences 
here.  The first of the statements that really concerned me, because I believe it was untrue, is 
'the statements made in the Resolution are false.'  Not what I've read, at least not from the 
information we are receiving as a body. 'We should focus on secondary roads which will 
eliminate as much as 56 percent of Savannah Highway, alone.'  Great conclusion, but not a 
single study.  Show me where, okay?  It's a statement just thrown out there.  We've heard 
tonight, and in another e-mail, by the way, there was another one, 'it's going to save 36 
seconds, and only 36 seconds coming from Johns Island.'  It takes me 25 minutes on Savannah 
Highway to get from Carolina Bay to the Coburg Cow at Coburg Road.  I'll take 36 seconds just 
going there. 

 There's concern about a toll.  If you don't want to pay a toll, use the roads we have now, 
guys.  It will do nothing to ease our traffic problems.'  I don't agree with that at all because I have 
to ride up and down Savannah Highway every single day, and it's getting worse every day.  A 
lot of it is coming from Johns Island.  Do I want your flyover to get onto Johns Island, you better 
believe I do, and we'll do everything we can to help you.  'It will operate at a failing level the day 
it opens.'  That's wonderful.  I wonder why - because it can't handle the traffic load.  That's the 
only reason it would fail.  So, I represent some 7,200 people that are in the City of Charleston 
on Johns Island.  No doubt about it, I'm the guy.  I know a lot of these guys because I see a lot 
of familiar faces from over the years with the Nix 526 group.  I'm glad to see you all again.  I 
really am, but what you guys are doing, I can't agree with your cause.  I really do appreciate 
what you're doing because you're doing what you believe in, just like I'm doing what I believe in, 
and the people who are contacting me are doing.  

 So, having said that, my major concern, guys, and we're going to have to go back to 
October when there was one way off that island and one way only. People were complaining, 
and the newspaper was yelling and screaming 'it's taking an hour, hour and a half to get home 
from downtown.'  Many of you all can remember 1989.  I know I do.  That left an indelible 
memory on me.  It was called Hurricane Hugo.  What happens if that happens this September?  
How are you getting off of the island?  I'm not talking about the route that the SCDOT says 
because they say to go up Main Road.  Well, if Main Road is closed like it was in October, we've 
got a problem.  You can't get to that evacuation route, which you talked about here.  So, what 
I'm saying is, I'm more worried about us getting people trapped on that island and not being able 
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to get over there.  It's public safety, pure and simple in my mind.  You don't like I-526 how about 
we build the two bridges, and let's get two ways off of there.  That way, the least we can do is 
get everybody off of the island should we have a catastrophic event.  We've heard about 
destroying the marsh.  Well, that's not what the economic impact statement said.  I've read that 
thing cover to cover back from four or five years ago.  I was a young man with a three year old 
and a one year old when this thing first came to my being.  I had just come back from military 
service in 1972.  It's not been nine years, folks.  It's been 40 years.  So, I think we ought to, just 
as I said during the last meeting, do something, and at least this is the first step.  This is the first 
step.  I see a lot of my County friends out here tonight talking against this, but I cannot support 
anything but this Resolution.  We have to do something.  This is the starting point.  Thank you." 

 Mayor Tecklenburg said, "Thank you very much.  If I may ask Council's indulgence for a 
very small amendment to the Resolution, and this would be in the next to the last paragraph, 
where at the end of the paragraph it says, 'the feasibility of funding some of the shortfall by way 
of a toll collection system,' I would ask that we amend that sentence to also read 'by the County 
or the City.'" 

 Councilmember Waring said, "So moved, Mr. Mayor." 

 Councilmember Riegel said, "I'll agree to that amendment." 

 Mayor Tecklenburg asked, "Could we just vote on that amendment at this point? Is that 
appropriate, all?" 

 On a motion of Councilmember Waring, seconded by Councilmember Riegel, City 
Council voted unanimously to amend the Resolution. 

 Mayor Tecklenburg asked, "Are there any other comments or discussion of Council?" 

 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Shahid. 

 Councilmember Shahid said, "Thank you, Mayor, and members of Council.  We have a 
huge traffic problem in the City of Charleston. We have a huge traffic problem in the County of 
Charleston, and we have a huge traffic problem in the State of South Carolina.  Things have 
changed dramatically over the past several years for a number of reasons.  We've got to 
address our portion of this traffic problem that the City may have some control over or have 
some influence over in addressing these issues.  It doesn't take a whole lot of study or a whole 
of time to realize that getting around the City and getting around the Tricounty area has gotten 
much more difficult.  I don't know if I-526 is going to alleviate all of those problems.  I don't know 
if I-526 is going to create a huge influx and ruin the rural character of Johns Island, which I don't 
want to see happen, but we have started on a project that is incomplete.  We've gone down this 
road, and the road's incomplete.  We can't start something that would leave this area 
unconnected.  We've got to complete this project, but I'd like to take a little more time to 
comment about some of the things that the citizens have said that we have not addressed 
completely.  We need to have alternate means of transportation, be that a light rail system, a 
more dedicated bus system, more use of friendly roads for bicycles.  I don't know the answer to 
all of that, but we are ignoring some of the issues that are facing us, and that is alternate, 
meaningful means of transportation.  We've got to come up with that solution sooner than later.  
We've got to get ourselves off of the dependency of automobiles as our only way of getting 
around the Tricounty area or around the State.   

 I support I-526 being completed.  I support the Mayor's efforts in trying to get the 
funding.  We need to move forward with this project and be done with this, but I would also like 
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the same amount of energy that is in this Council Chamber tonight to be dedicated, not just to 
the completion of the fighting of I-526, but working together in a collaborative effort to look at 
other means of transportation other than just the automobile.  Thank you, Mayor." 

 Mayor Tecklenburg said, "Thank you.  If I may, I'd like to thank Council for consideration 
of this Resolution at this time, and the reason why I waited to bring it forward to you was to see 
how the County of Charleston was going to respond, which they finally did a week before last, to 
the State Infrastructure Bank Board.  They voted 6-3 to support an extension of time for them to 
be able to explore any and all funding sources to be able to complete the project.  Why is that 
important?  Connectivity is a key word as to why it's important.  During the recent mayoral 
campaign, I spoke of our region's quality of life, and I would often make the comment that it 
depends on where you live as to what 'quality of life' might mean to you or what issue or 
challenge that brought to your mind.  It not only seemed to me, but it was evident that if you 
were West Ashley, one of the top quality of life concerns was traffic.  If you were downtown, one 
of the top quality of life concerns was traffic.  If you were on Maybank Highway, it was traffic.  If 
you were on Johns Island, it was traffic.  It seems to be omnipresent that we have underfunded 
our ability to connect our roadways, particularly in light of the fact that this region is growing, 
whether we like it or not.  Some folks say as many as 42, as many as 50 people a day, are 
moving to the Charleston metro area.  We have not kept up with the infrastructure investment 
that we need to accommodate it.  I am very supportive of public transit and in improving our 
bicycle and pedestrian pathways in this City, but we do have a reliance on getting around by 
vehicular traffic, and there's no other project, in my opinion, and I think it's shared by many, in 
this region, that would reconnect and help solve congestion more than the completion of I-526.  
I would respectfully say that these connections make a difference.  Councilmember Wagner 
mentioned the fiasco we were in when Main Road was impassable.  I remember last year when 
the Ravenel Bridge closed for a day or two, and the impact we saw on traffic connectivity 
regionwide.  Every connection we can make, and this is the most important one I know of, can 
make a huge difference in our ability to get around.   

 I think of the folks East of the Cooper.  They've got the James Edwards Bridge, which is 
I-526.  I was on Daniel Island the week before last, and I was with Governor Haley and some of 
our elected officials at the tennis tournament.  I said, 'do you see that bridge right there in front 
of us?  It connects to over 100,000 people that live East of the Cooper.  Can you imagine the 
impact on their daily lives if their portion of I-526 had never been completed.  Now think about 
the 100,000 or so people that live in the southern and western part of our County and City.  That 
portion, their portion of I-526, was never completed.  It will make a significant difference in their 
quality of life.  In terms of the development of Johns Island, a point was made earlier this 
evening that really what controls the development is our zoning.  The County and the City are 
now in concert on where the Urban Growth Boundary is on Johns Island.  I will not support any 
movement of that Growth Boundary, and I'm happy for our City and our County to make sure 
we're on the same page in terms of future zoning and development as we've recently done in 
the DuWap area of West Ashley.  That's what's going to control future growth and development, 
but we can make a significant difference on getting around by completing I-526. 

 I also want to address public transit a little more, and it's great, Councilmember Shahid, 
to think about the possibility of rail, but our Council of Governments has recently completed a 
study as to what would the most viable alternative to the most traveled corridor in our region, 
which is I-26 between Summerville and Downtown Charleston.  They call that the I-26 
Alternative Study.  After, I think, almost two years of studying and really crunching the numbers, 
they came up with the suggestion and the recommendation that we have and develop a 
modern, rapid bus transit system for our region. The first place that they propose to do that is 
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that corridor from Summerville to Charleston.  I'm hopeful, and I will insist that if we get as far as 
having a sales tax referendum this fall, that a considerable commitment be made by this 
community to public transportation and funding that first step, which will be matchable with 
Federal dollars, so that we can really begin to have a public transit system that works.  Think 
about this.  If we go down that route, as a community, bus rapid transit (BRT), you've got to 
have a system where the BRT can get around, and I would propose to you and our community 
that there is no better hub for BRT in this community than the Mark Clark itself.  We can't make 
it a hub that works for BRT unless we finish it.  So, if you think for a minute about the Mark 
Clark, where it starts, and where it ends, and you had a transit station at the end of the Mark 
Clark at (Highway) 17 in Mount Pleasant, at Clements Ferry Road, at Rivers Avenue, at 
Dorchester Road, at Savannah Highway, at Johns Island, at James Island on Folly Road, and 
then downtown, you would create a network where public transit could really work in our 
system, in our community.  For example, you live on James Island, and you work over in Mount 
Pleasant, you'd be able to get to the station at Folly Road and the Mark Clark, take the BRT to 
the station at (Highway) 17 and the Mark Clark to make a local transfer to wherever you want to 
go.  We've got to build the spine, the backbone, the hub of a public transit system, and I believe 
that the Mark Clark is an important piece of that.  

 Thirdly, I would like share that this portion, as planned, of the Mark Clark extension, 
would have a bicycle and pedestrian pathway that would connect with our West Ashley 
Greenway, which we are working hard to then connect with our West Ashley bikeway.  It's the 
beginning of an alternative for vehicular traffic that will also add to our mix going down the road. 
I'll admit to you that the end of the James Island Expressway coming into Calhoun Street is not 
ideal.  It needs to be fixed, so to speak, or improved, and it was in 20/20 hindsight a mistake 
that the expressway did not tie directly into the Septima Clark Parkway.  So, that will have to be 
another project to come after the completion of I-526, but I fully recognize that that needs to be 
done.  So, without further ado, I would ask Council's consideration and vote on this Resolution 
tonight, and I appreciate your support." 

Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Williams. 
 
Councilmember Williams said, “Mayor, I so appreciate the analogy.  I’ve seen the rapid 

bus transit and took it in Nashville.  It really can work.  It can work, and I’ve seen the light rail in 
another one of our peer cities in Austin, Texas.  The reality is that there is something out there 
that works, I rode it in Nashville, and it really can work.  I just appreciate your leadership in 
explaining.  I think what we have to do is we’ve got to take the issue of poverty out of mobility.  
Bus transportation in a growing city is not about poverty, it’s about mobility.  I think if we can 
deal with that and get this right, we’ll be on the right track for a major impact on the quality of life 
in our City.  Again, I’ve seen it, both the light rail, I’ve ridden it, and the rapid bus transit in 
Nashville.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you.  Are there any other comments or questions?”  
 
On a motion of Councilmember Riegel, seconded by Councilmember Lewis, City Council 

voted to adopt the Resolution in support of the Charleston County Mark Clark Expressway 
Extension Project, as amended.  

The vote was not unanimous.  Councilmembers Gregorie and Seekings voted nay. 

The Clerk said, "I have Councilmember Seekings and Councilmember Gregorie as the 
nays.  Thank you." 
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-- INSERT RESOLUTION -- 

Councilmembers Lewis, Wagner, and Riegel were excused from the Chamber at 6:43 
p.m. 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  The next item on our agenda is the 
Sustainability Advisory Committee:  Approval of Sea Level Rise Strategy.”  

Councilmember Mitchell said, “Move for approval.” 

Councilmember Gregorie said, "Second." 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We have a motion for approval.” 

Councilmember Seekings said, “Tracy McKee is here and has a short presentation on 
this.  I know the hour is late, but I think it would be fascinating to this Council.  For those who 
are here might want to stick around for this, especially if you’re interested in what’s going on 
with I-526, what she is about to show you is fascinating.  So, I’m encouraging participation by 
watching and listening.  Now, I’ve set you up, Tracy, how about it?” 

There was laughter in the Chamber. 

Tracy McKee said, “Thank you.  I hope I can live up to 'fascinating.'  First, I want to 
recognize the other team members that worked on this strategy.  They are Carolee Williams, 
Mark Wilbert, and Laura Cabiness, who are all here.  They all made their way in here now, so 
they’re not hiding in the back anymore.  Recently, at your Council retreat, Laura Cabiness did 
an excellent job of presenting the strategy, so I’m not going to talk too much about the strategy 
itself.  However, at the Sustainability Advisory Committee, when this was presented to them, 
there was a great deal of interest in inundation maps.  I’m going to talk a little bit about those 
maps and also the Sea Level Rise viewer that we’ve created to view that data.   

As we plan for the next 50 years, today’s best science is telling us that we really need to 
be planning for one and a half to two and a half feet of sea level rise.  Hopefully, this is familiar 
from your strategy.  The next logical question we ask is, ‘what does that look like?’  Our team 
first went to this viewer created by NOAA.  With this viewer, you can look at coastal areas 
across the United States and look at one-foot increments of sea level rise.  Basically, it’s giving 
you an idea of where water will be at high tide.  It's a great tool that we started with, however, as 
you all know, we got a little picky, and we decided one and a half feet and two and a half feet 
was really the range that we needed to look at.  Unfortunately, this viewer only does one foot 
increments.   

Carolee approached our friends over at the local NOAA office, and they were gracious 
enough to use their model to map Charleston in a little greater detail using one and a half and 
two and a half feet of sea level rise.  The data that we are going to look at was actually 
generated by NOAA using the model that they use on their national viewer.  We felt like this was 
a really good place to start and just for information, they did use 2007 LIDAR data for the City of 
Charleston.  Again, what this does, it looks at water depths during high tide.  Lastly, the one 
thing to realize about these models, and we’ll look at this in a little more detail in a second, but 
they don’t take, they only look at what’s on the surface.  It can only look at what is actually on 
the surface and how those things are connected.  It doesn’t look at existing or improvements to 
our stormwater system.  It also doesn’t take into account erosion, subsidence or any future 
construction.  We felt like the best way to get this information to you all was to create a viewer.  
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You all should have received an e-mail this afternoon with a link to this viewer.  You should be 
able to view it on your PC or on your mobile device even your phone, I hope." 

  Councilmember Lewis returned to the Chamber at 6:46 p.m. 

  Ms. McKee continued, "I thought it would be good to kind of take a look at this viewer, 
and I hope that you find it to be very intuitive, but I’m just going to kind of walk you through the 
two major points of this viewer.  In the upper left hand corner of the viewer, there is a little slider 
bar, just like the NOAA viewer, and you can change this, but unlike NOAA where it’s one-foot 
increments, we actually have it set so you can do half foot increments.  As you change the slider 
bar, it changes your view.  We’ve gone here (referring to the electronic presentation) from zero 
to one foot of sea level rise.  Also on this viewer, in the upper right hand corner, we can change 
the base map.  What this means if you go to change the base map, you have a number of 
selections here, and I know you probably can’t see this from where you’re sitting but you’ve got 
some different options to look at imagery and other types of base maps that are on there.  At 
this point, I should point out all of these base maps are actually images.  This isn't actual GIS 
data, so when you’re looking at the sea level rise data over top, it’s just an image, and this might 
make it a little more obvious.  In an image, it can’t differentiate between what’s a flat surface and 
what’s an elevated road or a bridge.  Here we’re going to see water coming here over across 
these bridges and, of course, the same with the Ravenel Bridge.  If we looked at that area, 
obviously, water is not going to be over top of the Ravenel Bridge.  It's something to keep in 
mind as you look at it.” 

Councilmember Waring said, “We'd be a in a lot of trouble." 

Ms. McKee continued, “We hope not anyway.  We’re in real trouble then.  That’s 
something just to keep in mind as you use this viewer.  You guys have seen this map before.  
We looked at it at the Council retreat, and I bring this to our attention just for a couple reasons 
that we’re going to look at.  This is the Medical District, and this is our current conditions.  Here, 
we have one and a half feet of sea level rise, and we can see that we’re starting to see some 
impact down here around the Colonial Lake area.  Then we jump to two and a half feet of sea 
level rise, and this is where we really see a significant impact.  I bring this one up for two 
reasons.  You will notice up here near our hospitals, some of these hospitals start to get isolated 
based on this model when we look at two and a half feet, which can be kind of scary.  You might 
remember from the strategy, we were talking about using two and a half feet as kind of the basis 
for public infrastructure and critical facilities.  This becomes kind of important as we look at that.  
I’m just going to go back to one slide here for a second, but just take note of this Barre 
Street/Cannon Park area.  You will notice that at one and a half feet, we’re not seeing an impact 
there.  It floods there, we all know that.  Laura Cabiness was great, pointed this out, and we 
talked about it.  So, what happens in this area, and probably a lot of areas on the Peninsula, we 
get the tidal water coming in.  It’s coming in through our infrastructure and coming in from 
underneath the streets.  This model can’t take that into account, so that’s why we’re not really 
seeing that impact at one and a half feet in some of those areas, and that may very well be the 
case in other areas, particularly on the Peninsula.  I’ll let Laura chime in at the end if she has 
any clarifications on that.   

We’re not the only people who have noticed this or are concerned about this.  Recently, 
a local group has been awarded a NOAA grant to actually take this existing model, refine it, and 
enhance it for our region.  They’re going to look at the Charleston area as a whole and also take 
into account our existing infrastructure, so we’re hoping that in two to three years, we’re going to 
have a model that’s a lot better at predicting sea level rise and how it’s going to impact the City 
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and the community.  With that, the sea level rise viewer, we just hope that it kind of encourages 
a lot more constructive discussion about how as a City we can get ahead of sea level rise, and 
like I said, the rest of the team is here if you have specific questions about the strategy or about 
the maps or the viewer.  We would be happy to answer those.  Thank you.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you so much.  Are there any comments or discussions?  
I’ll add that I want to thank Councilmember Seekings and the Sustainability Committee for their 
fine work and staff's fine work as well on coming up with the Sea Level Rise Strategy.  It was 
presented to Council late last year from what I understand, but it was never officially adopted 
and hence we bring it to you this evening to ask for your approval.  Our staff will continue to 
work going forward on the goals and objectives that are set forth in this strategy.” 

The Clerk said, “We have a motion from Councilmember Mitchell and Councilmember 
Gregorie.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Is there any further discussion?” 

Councilmember Seekings said, “Just very briefly, Mayor, if I might.  I just want to 
recognize the people who have been working on this.  This is a big and serious issue.  Tracy 
McKee, you just heard from, Mark Wilbert is here and has been working on this, Carolee 
Williams, who runs our committee, and, of course, Laura Cabiness, and then we have six 
members of City Council that are actually on this Sustainability Advisory Committee.  
Councilmember Williams is the Vice-Chair, Councilmember Lewis, Councilmember Mitchell, 
Councilmember Riegel, and Councilmember Shahid is our most recent member.  I will tell you 
that everybody shows up to these meetings.  This is a well-attended group.  We also have 
members from the community that are on this committee.  We have taken this up, and we take it 
seriously.  We really want this Council and this community to recognize that sea level rise, not 
just in Charleston, but along the East Coast, is a future challenge for infrastructure for all of us, 
and we hope we will get the support of this community to be the leaders and the resolutions for 
this.  I want to thank everyone who has worked so hard on it, and I highly recommend to this 
Council that we adopt the report that has been brought to us.  We will then ask as we revise our 
Century V Plan that it will become merged with that, but for now just to adopt the report as it’s 
been presented.  Thank you.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you.  Is there any other discussion or questions?” 

No one asked to be heard. 

On a motion of Councilmember Mitchell, seconded by Councilmember Gregorie, City 
Council voted to approve the Sea Level Rise Strategy.   

Councilmembers Wagner and Riegel were not present for the vote.  

Councilmember Moody was excused from the Chamber at 6:53 p.m. 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Next, we’ll move to our Council Committee Reports.  First, the 
Committee on Community Development.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Mitchell. 

Councilmember Mitchell said, “Community Development met on April 14th at 4:00 p.m., 
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and we had two items that were on the agenda.  The first one was a presentation by the Historic 
Charleston Foundation, and we just received that as information.  The second was dealing with 
the Gathering Place.  We had a discussion on that and that was referred to the Traffic and 
Transportation, and it will be coming back to the Community Development Committee sometime 
next month on the 14th or something like that.  We have another meeting, so we’ll be addressing 
it then.  We also had a Public Hearing during that time, and a lot of residents were there 
speaking on the Gathering Place.  We got a lot of information, so when it comes back to the 
Community Development Committee, we'll be able to make a decision and send it back to 
Council.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.” 

Councilmembers Riegel and Moody returned to the Chamber at 6:54 p.m.  

Councilmember Mitchell said, “That’s my report.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I don’t think there were any motions so we just receive that as 
information.” 

Councilmember Mitchell said, “The only motion we had was to send it to Traffic and 
Transportation, and then it will be coming back through the Community Development 
Committee.  Then we’ll deal with it when it comes back, so I don’t think we need a motion on 
that just to receive this information.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir.  Thank you very much.  Speaking of which, the next 
committee report is Traffic and Transportation.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Seekings 

Councilmember Seekings said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  On motion of this Council and 
following the meeting of the Community Development Committee, the Committee on Traffic and 
Transportation did meet on April 19th, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. for the specific purpose of taking up 
Gathering Place/MU-3C zoning and the discussions therein.  There were four members of our 
five-member committee present.  We did not take any action, but there are three things we 
discussed that I would like to report out.  First, we unanimously agreed that Gathering Place 
zoning generally was not something that we thought should be continued on the books of the 
City of Charleston and specifically as to the project on Maybank Highway didn’t work.  So, we all 
agreed on that.  The next question was whether MU-3C zoning could be applied both generally 
and specifically to Maybank Highway, and there was a split on the Committee as to whether 
MU-3C zoning, as drafted, would work generally.  It's something we want to explore some more.  
Some thought, as is, it was good.  Some thought, and I was one of them, that it needed some 
adjusting, particularly in the points that were given to the developers for things that I thought and 
other members of the committee thought should just be naturally in the zoning.  We do agree 
that there is a path forward with the MU-3C zoning that will work.  It’s complicated, but as it 
pertains specifically to the Maybank Highway property, and transportation specifically, because 
that’s what we were talking about, we do not believe that there is an answer in there yet.  There 
has got to be some more discussion about it, and in the end, the mostly likely Resolution of the 
specific property on Maybank Highway is a PUD.   

So, we’ll be coming back to Community Development and ask that you go and consider 
that.  In the meantime, we actually, and to the Mayor’s credit, we had the developer’s 
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representative at our meeting, and we asked the developer what he thought about a PUD. He 
was very receptive to it, was going to report back to us, and I hope, Councilmember Mitchell, 
before we come back to Community Development, we will have heard from the developer about 
whether or not the PUD route is the way he thinks they would like to go.  I think that’s the way 
they’re going to go, which brings us full circle back to where we probably should have been 
some years ago.  I think it’s safe to say from the Committee’s standpoint, the Gathering Place 
as drafted is dead.  We know we have some projects out there that are currently built under 
Gathering Place that we’re going to need to work on.  It will come to you at Community 
Development with the developer and with a recommendation to finally bring back to Council.  
We did not want to kick this down the road.  We desperately tried not to.  We just didn’t think we 
had the tools in our kit right then and there to fix it all, but we’re staying on it.  So, that’s my 
report.  No action is needed, for information only.  Thank you, Mr. Mayor.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, sir.  Next, is the Committee on Public Works and 
Utilities." 

Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Waring. 

Councilmember Waring said, “All of the items that you see on our agenda were voted on 
unanimously and approved, and I recommend approval to this body.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Is there any discussion?” 

On a motion of Councilmember Waring, seconded by Councilmember Lewis, City 
Council voted unanimously to adopt the report of the Committee on Public Works and Utilities 
as presented: 

  
 

  ---INSERT COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS REPORT--- 
 

(Acceptance and Dedication of Rights-of-Way and Easements  

i. Ashley Park Phase 6 – Acceptance and dedication of Scharite Street (variable width 
right-of-way) and a portion of Hartland Street (variable width right-of-way). 

a. Title to Real Estate 
b. Affidavit for Taxable or Exempt Transfers 
c. Plat 
d. Exclusive Storm Water Drainage Easements (2) 

ii. 615 Parrot Point Drive – Abandonment of easement and acceptance and dedication 
of a new stormwater easement.  

a. Abandonment of Easement 
b. Exclusive Storm Water Drainage Easement 
c. Plat 

iii. 23 Farmfield Drive – Memorandum of Understanding for the Installation of a Cast 
Iron Submersible Pump System – Information regarding solution of a drainage 
problem for a resident of Farmfield Drive. 

a. Exclusive Storm Water Drainage Easement 
b. Plat 
c. Memorandum of Understanding 
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Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Finally, the Committee on Ways and Means, Councilmember 
Moody.” 

Councilmember Riegel said, “Move for approval, Mr. Mayor.” 

Councilmember Lewis said, “Second.” 

On a motion of Councilmember Riegel, seconded by Councilmember Lewis, City Council 
voted unanimously to adopt the report of the Committee on Ways and Means.   

-- INSERT WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE REPORT --  

(Bids and Purchases (as amended)  
         (Parks-Capital Projects: Approval of a contract with 10-S Court Solutions for 2016 

Tennis and Basketball Court Resurfacing in the amount of $49,100 to perform 
playing surface repairs at multiple sites.  This includes resurfacing and crack 
repair for one (1) basketball court and twelve (12) tennis courts as well as add 
alternate F, the resurfacing of one (1) additional basketball court.  The repairs 
will be completed in ninety (90) days.  With the approval of the project budget, 
Staff is authorized to award and/or amend contracts less than $40,000, to the 
extent contingency funds exist in the Council approved budget.  The 
maintenance contract will obligate $49,100 of the $50,000 allotted for the work 
from the 2016 General Maintenance Fund.  The funding source for all general 
maintenance work is the 2016 General Fund ($663,000).  

(Request approval of the Mayor to execute the attached Easement between the 
City of Charleston and the South Carolina Electric and Gas Company whereby 
the City grants to SCE&G a right of way over the City owned tract of land 
located along the southerly side of Austin Avenue in Charleston, SC. (TMS: 
466-00-00-021; Austin Avenue) 

(Request authorization of the Mayor to execute the attached lease whereby the 
City, in its capacity as a trustee of a Public Trust that owns 135 Meeting Street 
(the Gibbes Museum of Art) agrees to enter into a ground lease with The 
Carolina Art Association. (TMS: 457-08-04-004; 135 Meeting Street) [Resolution 
and Ordinance] 

(Request authorization from the Mayor to execute the attached Resolution 
approving an amendment to the Joint County Industrial Park Agreement 
between Charleston County and Colleton County so as to include 2.153 acres of 
property located on Dobbin Road (TMS: 310-69-00-039) 

 
First reading was given to the following bill and resolutions: 
 
An ordinance authorizing the Mayor to execute on behalf of the City, as a Trustee of the 
Public Trust created under the will of James S. Gibbes, the Resolutions of Public Trust 
and a Ground Lease with the Carolina Art Association of South Carolina pertaining to 
property located at 135 Meeting Street, commonly known as the Gibbes Museum of Art, 
said Resolutions being attached to this Ordinance as Exhibits A and B, respectively. 

Resolutions of Public Trust re: 135 Meeting Street 
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Resolution to approve an Amendment of the Agreement for Development of a Joint 
County Industrial Park by and between Charleston County, South Carolina and Colleton 
County, South Carolina, so as to include additional property in the City of Charleston as 
part of the Joint County Industrial Park. 

 
The Clerk said, “Mayor, just for information, it includes the fire tower that we added, 

which is not printed on the agenda, and the bills and resolutions just for the record.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Correct.  The fire tower being the fire truck.” 

The Clerk said, "Yes." 

Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Waring. 

Councilmember Waring said, “If that item is finished, I have another item I wanted to 
bring up.  Can we ask Mr. Somerville to come to the microphone, please?” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir, Mr. Somerville.” 

Councilmember Waring said, “I wanted to ask a question.  I’m going back, but when 
some of the parishioners of Francis Brown AME Church came up, they actually raised an issue 
that’s much more prevalent on the Peninsula, in particular, than I think we know.  The parking 
issue, in particular, during the religious hours and during funerals and church services in 
neighborhoods.  That particular church has been in that community for in excess of 100 years.  
We have the same issue.  I call it the four corners of religion where you have Morris Street.  You 
have Morris Brown on Radcliffe and St. Philips.  You have St. Patrick’s.  You’ve got Central 
Baptist further down Radcliffe Street and over again on Morris Street, you have Morris Street 
Baptist Church, and in four short blocks, you have churches that have been around in excess of 
a century, and you have family members that crisscross one another going to funerals.  I would 
say Bar Mitzvahs, but not, weddings.  As those neighborhoods have changed, there’s been 
more of an outcry on parking from the residents that once lived there, who had tolerance, to now 
residents who feel, I guess they feel these churches are somewhat of a hindrance.  Now, when 
we go down to Wentworth Street and is it Society Street?  Help me out, Robbie, on Sunday 
mornings are there special parking districts during the religious hour?” 

Councilmember Wagner returned to the Chamber at 6:59 p.m. 

Robert Somerville said, “No, sir.” 

Councilmember Waring said, “They’re not?  Well, I’ve seen signs down there posted.” 

Mr. Somerville said, “Well, in the commercial areas, you might see the blue meter bags.” 

Councilmember Waring said, “A white sign with red writing on it when you go down 
Wentworth Street, and what’s the next street over?  Is it Hassell Street?” 

Councilmember Wilson said, “Society Street.” 

Councilmember Waring said, “Society Street, but there are some special parking issues 
down there where you have almost one lane of traffic where people can go through.  The point 
is, something has to be done from a comprehensive standpoint.  Mr. Graham is right.  People 
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do have a right to come and worship, as these neighborhoods come and want to change to a 
24-hour or whatever residential parking.  Quite frankly, those churches, those parishioners and 
those memberships have existed longer than those neighbors, and some of this is being done at 
staff level.  I hope I’m wrong on that.  I’ll be glad to be wrong on that.  I think those types of 
issues need to come before this body because it takes a broader view, and not a selfish view, to 
be able to accommodate both.   

So, if there are some additional parking exceptions that can be accorded to these 
congregations and these congregants as these neighborhoods change over, these congregants 
should not be pushed out by a mere change, and be ticketed while they’re worshipping.  That 
shouldn’t happen.  When you’re at a funeral, you shouldn’t come out to a ticket on your car or a 
boot on your tire.  That’s happened at St. Patrick’s.  That actually happened during the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade when they had the special service at St. Patrick’s, and the parade left from 
St. Patrick’s Church.  We’ve had people come back to boots on their tires.  Visitors, of course, 
but that shouldn’t happen.  So, I don’t know how we work on this from a comprehensive 
standpoint, but these are not isolated incidents with Francis Brown Church on Ashe Street.  So, 
let's take some of our brainpower to put something together.  We can come up with a solution.  
As (Councilmember) Dean Riegel likes to say, we can do better.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Mitchell. 

Councilmember Mitchell said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  I realize that this is a problem 
with the churches, most of the churches you will find that have been having these problems, are 
in the district I represent.  You’ve got Francis Brown on Ashe Street.  You’ve got Shiloh AME 
Church on Smith Street that was forced out.  They are moving out.  They are purchasing a 
place, I think somewhere on Highway 61.  They never had a problem there all those years, and 
they’ve been there 100 years.  Even when Hugo came, that church was destroyed, and they 
built that church back and now they have to move out because the community changed.  The 
people there call the policemen on the parishioners, and they get ticketed, ticketed, ticketed.  I 
said, 'My God, this is church.  You can’t them an hour or two?’  They don’t want any one parking 
there, even if the back tire touches the yellow line, they call the policemen on the people.  I said 
that’s a shame.  We have our parishioners going through the same problem, so something has 
to be done.  We have the community that comes and gets the residential parking.  They are 
forcing all of these churches out of this community that were there over 100 and something 
years, and it’s a big problem.  I don’t know what the solution to it is, how we can solve it, or how 
we can work with them, but somewhere down the line, the community, themselves, have to 
realize that when they came there, they met these churches there.  They moved into that 
community, and the community never had a problem.  You never had a problem with churches 
parking.  In the 50's, since I have been going to those churches, Shiloh Church, Morris Brown 
Church, and the church that I’m a member of, too, we don't have any parking, but it just so 
happens that we have a garage on the corner that the City has permitted us to use during our 
church service.  These churches don’t have any parking at all, but they have been there all 
these years and never had a problem until there was an influx of people moving in.  So, I 
believe when the people move in that community near those churches, they need to work with 
the churches.   

When I attend the neighborhood association meetings, I hear them talking, and I’ll be 
sitting there, but they don’t ask me to do anything.  I sit there, and I say 'my God, that’s what 
you think about the churches.'  Then, I say 'they’re in a church service.  They’re not going to be 
in there all day.'  They have church services, and they might have a meeting after church on 
certain days.  So, we have to do something and try to bring them together and try to find some 
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mechanism to work with these churches.  Otherwise, we’re going to have all these churches 
moving out of the community, after 100 years, 120 years, 130 years of building a church there.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir.  Thank you.” 

Councilmember Mitchell continued, “(Mother) Emanuel is in my district, too, and then 
they had the problem with Emanuel in coming up with the borders of Henrietta Street.  They 
want to make that one way.  I, along with Councilman Gregorie, who is a member of Mother 
Emanuel AME Church, which is a mother church, and that church has been there for 175 years,  
worked with the neighborhood associations.  But, they voted on it back in 2011 to make it one 
way.  Now, you have Citadel Square Baptist Church there, and you have Emanuel there.  
You’re going to have 300 or 400 cars coming out at one time.  They want all the cars to exit out 
to Meeting Street.  You’re going to be bottlenecked there.  I said, ‘no, no, the streets should stay 
two ways.  We can develop signs on that entrance or wherever behind the hotel, the Dewberry 
Hotel, signs that say, 'no trucks allowed beyond this point,' and let them go in.  We’re going to 
encroach on the Citadel Square Baptist Church and Emanuel AME Church.'  We will have a big 
problem because people will be coming after us and after the City, and they are going to have 
me in the middle of it.  It will make the City look pretty bad because with all of this going on with 
Emanuel Church now, and all of the people can’t get out of this place.  We have some residents 
that also came to the meeting, they spoke about it, and said it shouldn’t be done because they 
live on Henrietta Street.  If you make a left turn on Meeting Street off of Henrietta Street, it's 
going to take you almost 15 or 20 minutes to get out of there because cars on Meeting Street 
are steadily going.  I tried it, but I sped off, and I could’ve wrecked, too, trying to make a left turn, 
so we have to do something differently on that street.  The street needs to stay two way.  The 
community doesn't want trucks going through their community.  The trucks can stop there, and 
then if you have all the traffic two ways, let the traffic exit on Elizabeth Street and go back to 
Calhoun, and come around if you don’t want to come through the community, but I tell people, 
we’ve got to understand one thing, we do not own these streets.  These are public streets.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “A public street, yes, sir.  Thank you very much.” 

Councilmember Mitchell said, “So, you’ve got to look at it differently.  That was my 
opinion on those things.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I believe we’re working on that compromise that you 
suggested.  It is a very good recommendation.  Yes, sir.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Seekings. 

Councilmember Seekings said, “Thank you, Mayor Tecklenburg.  In response to 
Councilmember Waring and Councilmember Mitchell, perhaps it was divine intervention, but  
today at the Traffic and Transportation Committee, we took up a general conversation about 
parking in the City of Charleston. In some ways your prayers are being answered, at least on 
the front end, we’re listening.  We’ve got a 90-day study going on.  Mr. Somerville has a lot on 
his plate.  I see Ms. Barrett here, too.  We’ve got the Planning Department out there.  We’ve got 
Janie Borden back there.  You’ve got a Committee looking at parking on the Peninsula, and we 
will clearly take a look at this.  I mean Councilmember Mitchell is a parishioner at Mt. Zion AME 
Church on Glebe Street, which is in my district, a block from my house.  I will tell you 
Councilmember Mitchell is the most creative parker in Charleston." 

There was laughter in the Chamber. 
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Councilmember Seekings said, "He can park between two oak trees better and for 
longer than anyone I have ever met, so there are solutions out there, and we will certainly take 
this into account as we look at parking on the Peninsula which we recognize is a very large 
issue.  The biggest issue, just so you know, is that there are more people who want to park than 
parking spaces available 24/7, 365 and into eternity.  So, we’re going to have to address that, 
recognize it, and come up with a system.  It won’t be perfect, but with a lot of hard work and 
some help from the faith-based community and a lot of prayers, we’ll come up with something, 
so hang in there.  We would love for you to come and be part of what we do for the next 90 
days, so I want to just sort of jump in.  I know that they called Robbie, but I think Robbie is a part 
of the answer here for sure.” 

Councilmember Waring said, “Just to show one thing.  I know I’ve talked my time, but 
the parking district by the Citadel, the residential parking district by the Citadel is how many 
hours?” 

Councilmember Seekings said, “Four hours.” 

Councilmember Mitchell said, “But then when you get parking districts around --." 

Councilmember Seeking said, "One hour, two hours."  

Councilmember Waring said, "One hour, two hours, around these others where these 
churches are.  That’s just not right.” 

Councilmember Seekings said, “We got it.  We’re going to look at it all.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “To this discussion, I will say 'amen.'  Now, if we may move to 
bills for second reading, we have two annexation matters, #K-1 and #K-2, maybe we could take 
those together.” 

Councilmember Riegel said, "Move for approval of Items K-1 through K-3." 

The Clerk said, “I think the motion is #K-1 through #K-3.” 

Councilmember Mitchell said, “Second.” 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Items #K-1 through #K-3 together.  It’s been moved and 
seconded.  Is there any discussion?”  

On a motion of Councilmember Riegel, three (3) bills (Items K-1 through K-3) received 
second reading. They passed second reading on motion by Councilmember Mitchell and third 
reading on motion of Councilmember Mitchell. On further motion of Councilmember Gregorie, 
the rules were suspended, and the bills were immediately ratified as: 

 
 

2016-052 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY KNOWN AS 
1436 BATTLE GROUND ROAD (0.34 ACRE) (TMS# 431-06-00-099), JAMES ISLAND, 
CHARLESTON COUNTY, TO THE CITY OF CHARLESTON, SHOWN WITHIN THE 
AREA ANNEXED UPON A MAP ATTACHED HERETO AND MAKE IT PART OF 
DISTRICT 12.   
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2016-053 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ANNEXATION OF PROPERTY KNOWN AS 
2048 VESTRY DRIVE (0.33 ACRE) (TMS# 355-14-00-095), WEST ASHLEY, 
CHARLESTON COUNTY, TO THE CITY OF CHARLESTON, SHOWN WITHIN THE 
AREA ANNEXED UPON A MAP ATTACHED HERETO AND MAKE IT PART OF 
DISTRICT 2.   

 
2016-054 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND VARIOUS SECTIONS OF CHAPTER 29 OF THE CODE 

OF THE CITY OF CHARLESTON RELATING TO LICENSED TOUR GUIDES 
INCLUDING: TO DELETE THE CATEGORY OF TEMPORARY TOUR GUIDE; TO 
AMEND THE TOUR GUIDE EXAMINATION REQUIREMENTS TO ELIMINATE THE 
ORAL EXAMINATION REQUIREMENT; TO OFFER THE EXAMINATION ON A TWICE-
MONTHLY BASIS; TO CHANGE THE PASSING GRADE ON THE EXAMINATION 
FROM EIGHTY PERCENT TO SEVENTY PERCENT; TO  REQUIRE THAT 
REGISTERED TOUR GUIDES COMPLETE FOUR (4) CONTINUING EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS IN THREE (3) YEARS TO EXTEND THEIR TOUR GUIDE LICENSE 
WITHOUT REEXAMINATION; TO ESTABLISH THE TITLE OF TOUR GUIDE 
EMERITUS FOR A REGISTERED TOUR GUIDE WHO HAS HELD THEIR LICENSE 
FOR TWENTY-FIVE (25) YEARS CONTINUOUSLY; AND TO EXEMPT SCHOOL 
GROUPS FROM THE REQUIREMENT THAT WALKING TOURS FOR HIRE 
CONSISTING OF MORE THAN TWENTY (20) PEOPLE SHALL BE ACCOMPANIED BY 
A LICENSED TOUR GUIDE. (AS AMENDED)  

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Now, bills up for first reading, we have an ordinance to 

establish the West Ashley Revitalization Commission.” 
 
Councilmember White said, "So moved." 
 
Councilmember Gregorie said, "Second." 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “There’s been a second.  I could make some considerable 

comments about all this as you all know, but our meeting has been extended already.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Mitchell. 
 
Councilmember Mitchell said, “No, I was looking at #L-2.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Okay.  Are there any discussion or questions?” 
 
On a motion of Councilmember White, seconded by Councilmember Gregorie, City 

Council voted unanimously to give first reading to the following bill: 
 
An ordinance to amend Chapter 2, Section 2-184 of the Code of the City of Charleston, 
South Carolina, to create Division 8 which shall be entitled the West Ashley 
Revitalization Commission and Section 2-184 which shall set forth the duties and 
responsibilities of the West Ashley Revitalization Commission. 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Secondly, we have an ordinance regarding the expiration of 
the moratorium on the Gathering Place.  We want to extend this through June 22nd, 2016.” 

 
On a motion of Councilmember Mitchell, seconded by Councilmember Lewis, City 

Council voted unanimously to give first reading to the following bill: 
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An ordinance to amend Ordinance #2016-020 as amended by Ordinance #2016-044 
regarding the expiration of the moratorium on processing development applications and 
issuing permits for properties zoned Gathering Place (GP). 

Mayor Tecklenburg said, “If you will give me just a moment to sign a couple of these 
ratifications, so I don’t get in trouble for not signing them during our meeting.  So, our next City 
Council meeting will be our next workshop, May 5th, 2016.  There were two items on our prior 
workshop that we really did not give adequate time to, and that would be drainage and 
affordable housing, so we plan to discuss just those two agenda items.  Then our next regular 
meeting of City Council will be May 10th, 2016.  Is there any further business to come before 
Council tonight?  If not, we stand adjourned.” 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:13 p.m. 
 
 
 

Vanessa Turner Maybank  
Clerk of Council 

 


