
 
COUNCIL CHAMBER 

 
 
Regular Meeting 

 
May 24, 2016 
 

 The twelfth meeting of the City Council of Charleston was held this date convening at 
5:00 p.m. at Bishop Gadsden. 
 

A notice of this meeting and an agenda were mailed to the news media May 18, 2016 
and appeared in The Post and Courier May 22, 2016 and are made available on the City’s 
website. 

 
PRESENT (12) 

 
The Honorable John J. Tecklenburg, Mayor 

 
Councilmember White  District 1 Councilmember Waring  District 7 
Councilmember Williams District 2 Councilmember Seekings   District 8 
Councilmember Lewis  District 3 Councilmember Shahid (absent) District 9 
Councilmember Mitchell  District 4 Councilmember Riegel (arrived at 5:46 p.m.) District 10              
Councilmember Wagner  District 5 Councilmember Moody District 11 
Councilmember Gregorie    District 6 Councilmember Wilson   District 12 
                
    

Mayor Tecklenburg called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
The Clerk called the roll. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Next, may I call on Councilmember Gregorie to lead us in the 

invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.” 
 
Councilmember Gregorie opened the meeting with an invocation. 
 

 Councilmember Gregorie then led City Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  We did receive a letter from 
Councilmember Shahid regarding his absence this evening.  He had a mandatory judicial 
conference that he was attending.  It was out of town.  He was really pulling hard duty because I 
understand it was at Greenbriar in West Virginia, which is a very nice place.  So, he couldn’t be 
with us this evening.  So, I have just a couple of recognitions.  First of all, I want to thank Bill 
Trawick and all the folks here at Bishop Gadsden for being our host, and we so appreciate that.  
This City Council, we have a wonderful Council Chamber, of course, downtown at City Hall, but 
we love to go out and about the City, and you’re so hospitable to have us here this evening.  I 
think we have done this a year or two in the past, so, thank you very much and we’re so glad to 
be with you.” 
 
 A Bishop Gadsden resident said, “We are glad to have you.” 
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 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Oh, thank you so much.  I appreciate it.  Now, is Mindy Sturm 
here with our Youth Commission?  Would you all please stand?  These fine young high school 
students are members of the Mayor’s Youth Commission, and they are active in community 
affairs, volunteerism, and also interested in City government.  They volunteered to be a part of 
the Mayor’s Youth Commission to help educate other high school students in Charleston County 
to help to promote volunteerism and good government.  They meet with the Mayor quarterly and 
I met with them for my first time just about a month ago, and they’re so wonderful.  I invited 
them to come and join us here at City Council.  They could be off doing other things, having fun, 
and they’re here learning about City government.  These are our leaders.” 
 
 There was applause in the hall. 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg continued, “Would one of you like to be the spokesperson and say a 
few words for the group?  I’m putting you on the spot, I understand.” 
 
 Caroline Ferrell said, “Well, we’re really happy to be here today to learn all about City 
government.  I’ve never been to a meeting myself, and so, we were honored to be invited and 
hope we get to see a little sense of how the City works.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “God bless you.  Thank you very much for being with us.  We 
have a special announcement or recognition.” 
 
 The Clerk said, “This is the first time I’ve ever asked the Mayor if I could recognize 
somebody at Council, but there is a person here who is a very special person to me.  His name 
is retired Admiral Douglas Plate, and I want everybody to meet him, so, Admiral Plate, if you 
could stand.” 
 
 There was applause in the hall. 
 

The Clerk continued, “When I was appointed the City Tourism Director in 1984, Admiral 
Plate was then Chairman of the Tourism Commission and worked diligently with me.  He would 
come to my office, and we would go through the ordinance, and now that ordinance is just a part 
of who I am, so it was so good to see him.  He came over to me and said, ‘Do you remember 
me?’  I certainly did.  So, I wanted everybody to know how special Admiral Plate is to me.  
Thank you.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, Admiral, and I feel I need to also point out that in 

addition to our staff member, Mindy Sturm, Jennifer Gorham helps manage our Youth 
Commission and so many programs and amenities of volunteerism.  They both work with the 
Mayor’s Office of Youth, Families and Children and do a terrific job.  Jennifer and Mindy, thank 
you. 

 
Next, I would just like to make another announcement and that is about the upcoming 

Spoleto Festival and Piccolo Spoleto Festival.  I know many of you follow that and know about 
it.  Thanks again to a staff member, Scott Watson, who is with us today.  He is our Director of 
Cultural Affairs and has been working very hard because he puts on Piccolo Spoleto for the 
City.  How many events do we have, Scott?” 
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Scott Watson said, “Over 500.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg continued, “Over 500 events that we will be putting on this year, but I 

wanted to point out one very special event or re-broadcast of an event.  I want to invite 
everyone because you may not have been able to buy tickets for Porgy and Bess, and it sold 
out in ten days or two weeks’ time.  Many people didn’t think about it even until it was already 
sold out, so, by special arrangement of Spoleto and Piccolo Spoleto, we will have a live 
simulcast of the performance next Monday night.  That’s this coming Monday night in Marion 
Square at 7:30.  So, while Porgy and Bess is being performed live in the Gaillard, it will be 
taped, but also re-simulcast, I guess is the right word, in Marion Square.  We’re renting this 
huge screen called a Jumbotron, and you can come and see it there.  In addition to that, we will 
then replay the whole performance West of the Ashley at the West Ashley High School next 
Tuesday night, a week from tonight, at 7:30 and, again, it’s free to the public, courtesy of 
Spoleto and the City of Charleston.  Porgy and Bess is such a unique Charleston story.  I 
welcome you all to come and spread the word and bring your families.  You do have to bring like 
a lawn chair, a blanket or something.  It’s not seating, it’s just an open park kind of event but, I 
welcome you to come.   

 
Lastly, I wanted to make a brief announcement about the progress that we’ve been 

making with our efforts to relocate Tent City residents who are homeless.  With the cooperation 
of this City Council and County Council, a transitional homeless center was opened, and we 
have been working diligently to relocate well over a hundred people who had been living in tents 
underneath the bridges downtown.  I am really pleased to report there is only one person left 
that we are yet to find a home for, and, certainly within the next week, we should be able to find 
a home for that person.  There were a few more people still staying at the center, but they have 
apartments or homes that are identified for them to move into starting on the first of June, so 
we’re almost there.  We’ve just got one resident left to help find a home for. 

 
Next, we’re going to have our public hearings.  We have seven that were advertised, and 

what I would like to do, since there are a variety of topics, is put them all on the agenda at one 
time.  So, Christopher, speak to one time, so that anybody here who has come to speak on any 
of these matters will be able to come forward, speak on them, and then we’ll vote appropriately 
afterwards.  Do you want to make the announcements about the matters?” 

 
Christopher Morgan said, “Okay.  Yes, sir.  We have a zoning for a piece of property 

annexed into the City at 2066 Vestry Drive in Church Creek that is recommended for SR-1, 
Single-Family Residential.”  

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We’re going to hear them all whether they’re deferred or not 

because they were advertised.  Someone may want to speak.” 
 
Mr. Morgan continued, “Okay, so, number one is property on Savannah Highway, 16.01 

acres, TMS #286-00-00-033.  It would be coming into the City and will be zoned General 
Business, and that has been deferred.  The third one is 2048 Vestry Drive in Church Creek, 
West Ashley, and that is recommended for SR-1, Single-Family Residential.  The fourth one is 
1536 Battleground Road, Fort Lamar, James Island, and that is recommended for SR-1, Single-
Family Residential, as well.  We do have slides of the other ones, if you would like me to do 
those.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, let’s go ahead and put them up.” 
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Mr. Morgan continued, “Okay, we’ll keep going through, 1897 Sam Rittenberg 

Boulevard, and that is recommended for General Business, again, with recent annexation and 
second reading.  1715 West Avalon Circle in Orange Grove is recommended for STR, and that 
is up for a second reading, as well.  The final one is deferred, and that’s just an ordinance 
amendment related to modifying the vote required by the City Council in the event the matter is 
disapproved by the Planning Commission, and that has been deferred for tonight.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “So, do we have a public hearing on any of these matters that 

Mr. Morgan has just outlined.  Would anyone like to be heard on any of these matters?  Yes, sir, 
please come forward.” 

 
1. Anthony G. Bryant said, “My thanks to the Mayor that we’re not on TV tonight.  

We’re just basically amongst family.  I want to thank Mayor Tecklenburg and Vanessa Turner 
Maybank for this a lot of documents here.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Please state your name and address.” 
 
Mr. Bryant continued, “Anthony G. Bryant, 2123 Courtland Avenue, Charleston, SC 

29403.  The name may take a little longer than you planned, Anthony G. Bryant, letters that 
Vanessa Turner Maybank was given.  Anthony G. Bryant that served on the BZA of Charleston 
County back in 2010, Berkeley County letter, Department of Revenue letter, the Educational 
Oversight Committee under Joann Anderson dealing with two issues, individual liberties.  The 
light out of the City of North Charleston meeting for this April 14th, 2016, and in particular, bills or 
resolutions No. 4, Alan Wilson, City of North Charleston, pretty interesting.  Also, my DMV, my 
name is not Anthony Gerald Bryant.  Another report here from CCSD Schools, as I have respect 
for.  Now to talk in terms of policy, I was very fortunate enough to be at the CPW meeting in 
regards to water and in regard to water politics.  Also, in regards to how water and sewer has 
impacted property values with stagnant incomes of senior citizens throughout this whole region 
and about the possibility of all this development taking place in the Peninsula and further up to 
include Volvo.  We did a public comment about Volvo, Berkeley County, Boeing and others for 
the reason that water politics is as significant as the cleanliness of water, but actually the impact 
of water.  We believe that the City of Charleston and others can come together regarding the 
impact of these fees and how the impact fees are being charged, and getting those impact fees 
back into some of the General Fund for affordable housing.  So, we’re undercharging people.  
They’re coming in here at 5 million tourists a year here right now.  Hotels, we’re not taxing them 
enough money, so in turn, you’re creating an unbalanced economy.  We understand the 
passion, but what it comes down to is money and if you’ve got Enterprise Zone, UDAG funding, 
if you’ve got the green dollars in the Neck area, those properties were polluted, Brownfield’s 
dirty, wasn’t worth a dime, you clean them up, they are worth millions.  So whose property was 
that really?  Was that the public’s money or was it the developer’s money?  We’re in a critical 
impasse in this community regarding those who are here with or without, or those who are 
coming here with, so comes as God shall have and to not shall lose, so we need to be mindful 
with your leadership because again you were also involved in the 1990s, where there was 
hardly any development going on in the Peninsula at all, and you championed greatly on behalf 
of those interests and growing concerns.  We hope and pray that you sit down with Ken Hill and 
others, David Rivers, the Chairman of CPW, Keith Waring, of course, is outstanding, and so, we 
really want to be a part of the inclusion, not the exclusion, and not to divide or subtract but come 
together to multiply and add.  Thank you for your service.”   

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Yes, sir.  Thank you very much, Mr. Bryant.  Would anyone 

else like to be heard on any of these public hearing matters?  If not, Council, we have two of 
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these items, E-1 and E-7 that have been deferred, and we are looking to vote on E-2, E-3 and 
E-4.” 

 
Councilmember Seekings said, “So moved.” 
 
Councilmember Mitchell said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg continued, “Is there any discussion or comments?” 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Seekings, seconded by Councilmember Mitchell, City 

Council voted unanimously to give first reading to the following bills: 
 

An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 2066 Vestry Drive (Church Creek - West 
Ashley) (0.28 acre) (TMS #355-14-00-022) (Council District 2), annexed into the City of 
Charleston April 12, 2016 (#2016-048), be zoned Single-Family Residential (SR-1) 
classification. 
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 2048 Vestry Drive (Church Creek - West 
Ashley) (0.33 acre) (TMS #355-14-00-095) (Council District 2), annexed into the City of 
Charleston April 26, 2016 (#2016-053), be zoned Single-Family Residential (SR-1) 
classification. 
 
An ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Charleston by changing the 
Zone Map, which is a part thereof, so that 1436 Battle Ground Road (Fort Lamar - 
James Island) (0.34 acre) (TMS #431-06-00-099) (Council District 12), annexed into the 
City of Charleston April 26, 2016 (#2016-052), be zoned Single-Family Residential (SR-
1) classification. 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We’ll come back to Items E-5 and E-6 after those properties 

have been annexed into the City.  Next, we have on the agenda our approval of our former 
minutes.” 

 
Councilmember Williams said, “Move for approval.” 
 
Councilmember Mitchell said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Is there any discussion or changes?” 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Williams, seconded by Councilmember Mitchell, City 

Council voted unanimously to approve the minutes of the May 10, 2016 City Council meeting. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg continued, “Next, I’m going to take one thing out of order, just in 

case they want to go home, because sometimes Citizens Participation can take a few minutes.  
I wanted to give this City’s and this Council’s heartfelt gratitude for the service from two 
individuals, Ms. Susan Legare and Frank McCann, who have faithfully served the City on our 
Planning Commission.  I don’t want to say how many years because there is no way, they’re 
way too young to have served the number of years that they have served on our Planning 
Commission, but between the two of them, I know it’s over 50 years.  They really have been 
incredible leaders for this community and for helping preserve Charleston’s unique character 
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and to build it smartly and intelligently through their work on the Planning Commission.  So, may 
I ask Frank (Mr. McCann) and Susan (Ms. Legare) to please come forward and be recognized?” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Frank McCann said, “Thank you, Mayor.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you so much.  Would you all like to make any remarks?  

Please feel welcome to.  There is a microphone right there.  Just turn that around.” 
 
Susan Legare said, “Well, I’m going to say something before Frank does because he’s 

much more eloquent than I am.  This is an honor to be recognized here, but it’s even more of an 
honor to have served.  This City has changed so much in the time that I have been on this 
Commission, and it has been a privilege to work with many of you all that are here and those 
that I recognize that are sitting in this room now.  I just want to say how much public service can 
mean to somebody.  I would encourage all those young people to think long and hard about 
making that part of your life.  Thank you.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mr. McCann said, “I don’t think I can add a word to that.  Ravi Sanyal is going to be the 

new Commissioner.  I welcome Ravi.  I’ve known him for 20 years as a little guy, and so, thank 
you for the honor, Mayor, City Council, and I agree with what you said.” 

 
There was applause in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  If I may also add, Mr. Legare and Mrs. 

McCann would you please stand and be recognized?  Can you imagine how many nights they 
have been waiting for their spouse to get home with the many long hours that they put into 
service for this City?  God bless you, and thank you very much.  I appreciate you being with us 
tonight. 

 
Next, we’re going to have our Citizens Participation Period.  We normally limit this to 30 

minutes, so the public can address Council on any matter relevant to the City of Charleston that 
you would like.  Could I see a show of hands of who would like to be heard this evening?  Okay, 
they’re not too many, so we’ll say three minutes each will be fine.  Mohammad, would you like to 
go first?  Mohammad Idris.” 

 
1. Mohammad Idris said, “Good evening.  My name is Mohammad Idris.  I’m 

overwhelmed at this beautiful place, so if I’m a little slow, you can understand.  Last week, I was 
recognized to give the blessing over a program that we had at North Central Residential 
Apartments for the citizens.  I was asked by Ms. Tracy Doran, the President of the Humanity 
Foundation, to bless the food.  As you know, you have food for the mind, you have food for the 
body, and you have food for the spirit.  I thought that was such a great honor.  That’s why I 
passed one of those pamphlets out to you all.  This is a beautiful City, I love it, and I work hard 
to try to keep it in that frame.  I’m very proud of our ministers and the stand that they have taken 
to see that our babies get the best education that this City has to offer.  They showed some of 
that greatness on that stand and wanting the best of our babies.  The stand that they took at the 
Charleston School Board yesterday, May 23rd, 2016, made me feel so elated to the extent that I 
want to build a private school for the children of Lincoln Middle-High School, so that they do not 
have to get up at 4:00 in the morning to travel miles away to seek an education at such an early 
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age.  I thank God for our ministers, and may God continue to strengthen them and their work for 
the pleasure of God to see our babies get educated correctly.  As they said to the School Board, 
I’m saying to the BAR, the Board of Architectural Review, no justice, no peace, enough is 
enough.  I’m saying this in regard to a project that we have waited 14 years to start at 35 
America Street.  We have been given the approval, but, yet, there are blocks in the way from 
the Board of Architectural Review, and they keep telling us this and that.  We would like to have 
a place like this on the Eastside, and we have the ability to do it.” 

 
The Clerk called time. 
 
Mr. Idris said, “Thank you.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  Yes, sir, please come forward.  

Reverend Mack, thank you for being with us.” 
 
2. Reverend Michael Ray Mack said, “God bless you.  Good afternoon.  Reverend 

Michael Ray Mack, 3304 Bonds Drive, Johns Island, South Carolina.  This is my third time 
coming before Council for the citizens of Johns Island.  Johns Island was annexed into the City 
of Charleston for many years.  The residents didn’t ask to be annexed.  We were forced into the 
City of Charleston years ago, and I can tell you the dirty politics at the fire station is where it 
happened.  The residents were at St. John’s High School, and all the folks met at the fire station 
and made a deal, but, nevertheless, we have a park, as I told you before, that I wouldn’t send 
our dog to if I owned a dog.  Every other part of the City of Charleston has a first-class park, and 
John’s Island has a no-class park.  We’ve been promised, and we’ve been promised to get an 
updated park where our children can have some place to go, and they won’t be wandering in 
the street, and that has not happened yet.  The City of Charleston came to Johns Island, not this 
Mayor, but the former Mayor, sent staff over there to ask the citizens to do a matching fund.  I 
have read the history, and I have not seen any other community in the City of Charleston that 
did a matching fund for the park that they have in their community.  The Board had drawings of 
a park that cost $5 million and they said that the City will give $2,500,000 if we raise 
$2,500,000.  I’ve never heard a dumber thing in my life.  We don’t have anything.  The only 
thing that is at that park is a baseball field where only certain people go.  Our own children 
cannot even go because it’s locked.  Those folks who have a baseball team can go, and Kiawah 
and Seabrook have a tennis court that other folks use.  Our children don’t have anything else.  
There isn’t anything else out there.  We were promised a gymnasium, a little pool, and a 
recreation center where we could have functions.  They said it would cost 5 million.  It’s been 
over ten years.  I read the newspaper, and I hear everybody talk swimming pool for here and 
swimming pool over there.  I heard they’re talking of building a park here, a park there and for 
Johns Island, it’s like we don’t exist, and we are part of the City.  We want our fair dollars.  We 
want to invite the Mayor, because he is a fine Mayor, and I know he’ll do what he has to do.  I’m 
asking you as Councilmen to come out there and see what you annexed into the City of 
Charleston. I would like to give you a tour of Johns Island as I see it.  You probably will come 
back saying, ‘I never thought that Johns Island was such a big part of the City of Charleston.’  
Yes, it is, and we get nothing from the City of Charleston.  I’m asking you for the third time to 
give us a decent park, take a bulldozer and push that sorry thing down over there.  Take it 
somewhere else, we don’t need it.  We need a first-class park like West Ashley, Downtown, 
James Island and every place else.  Then, the citizens of Johns Island will be happy.  We have 
never asked for anything else.” 

 
The Clerk called time. 
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Reverend Mack continued, “We asking for a decent park.  Can you do that for us, 

please?  Thank you.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, Reverend Mack.  Yes, sir, please come forward.” 
 
3. Matt Doszkocs said, “Hi, Mayor, City Council, fellow citizens, my name is Matt 

Doszkocs.  I live at 36 Moultrie Street.  I just want to speak about this short-term rental issue 
that’s happening right now.  The Task Force, I appreciate, again, Council moving this forward, 
and the Mayor moving this forward.  I think it’s great.  I just would like to make sure that the 
process is going to be fair and balanced, equitable, and inclusive, with all sides of the issue 
represented.  It has come to my attention that some of the Task Force members had to sign 
some kind of paper that said that they are not doing one of these rentals, don’t have a family 
member doing one of these rentals, and are not involved in that lawsuit, which was brought by 
some individual in the hotel industry, which is kind of strange.  It seems fairly restrictive and not 
really any of the City’s business, given the dynamic of this whole issue, unless there was 
something that had to be signed by anyone affiliated with hotels and bed and breakfasts or were 
family members of those people.  Whether anyone wants to admit it or not, the hotels and bed 
and breakfast industry have been behind funding every single initiative across the country and 
across the world against these rentals.  It’s a typical historical incumbent industry pattern that 
we see of incumbent industries.  They just don’t want the competition, and so, if those folks are 
allowed to come to the table because they’re legal, but people who are related to somebody 
who is here.  The interesting thing is, perhaps, you all have seen me pretty much at every single 
Council meeting for I don’t know how long now, was not chosen to be on the Task Force, even 
though I am not running one of these short-term rentals.  I am not related to anyone running one 
of these short-term rentals, and I am not involved in a lawsuit, so I would be a perfect candidate.  
I’ve done my research.  I feel like I’ve been fair, and I think what you want. You’re not going to 
find anyone who’s totally neutral on this, and like a jury, who’s never seen any news articles.  
You’re just not going to find anybody.  What we want is just people who are open to 
conversation, who are intelligent, who are going to be fair and can kind of represent all sides of 
this issue.  So, I just think it’s a little inequitable to exclude anyone related to short-term rentals 
who want to do it except for the legal ones who are in a position, to say, ‘Oh, well, we don’t want 
competition, like hotels, motels, bed and breakfasts, etcetera.  It’s like we want those people to 
be in on the conversation, the hotels.  They have a legitimate point.  They want fair regulations.  
We all do.  So, I just want to make sure that things were going to go down like that.  There’s 
going to be transparency throughout this process and kind of just an inclusive spirit of the law 
here.  Thank you.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.  Yes, sir, please come forward.  We 

have shirts.” 
 
4. Edward Jones said, “We sure do.  Good evening, Mayor Tecklenburg and 

Council.  I stand before you with one youth and team members.  The other members went to do 
the baseball game one at McMahon Park and a few of them have Senior Night, and other things 
to do.  Tonight, we just want to say thank you, Mayor Tecklenburg and the Councilmen.  We 
celebrated ten years of Philip Simmons summer basketball.  Some of you remember when you 
first started this, really 11 years ago.  We’re calling it ten because last year we did Charleston 9, 
so we set ourselves back a year.  The thing that makes it so precious to me this year is we 
started the tenth year.  We thought about Mother Emanuel.  Everyone was asking throughout 
the community, ‘What are you going to do for Mother Emanuel?’ so we said, ‘Well, we can do 
the same thing we did for the nine fallen firefighters.  We’re going to light nine candles on the 
park.  They were behind the park and have a moment of silence.  Eventually, someone from the 
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church contacted Ms. Yarbrough and Councilman Gregorie, and it was an honor for the Board 
to sit down and take the Youth Council with me, and we sat down and we talked and we talked.  
So, on the 25th of June we are going to move the whole summer basketball league over to 
where Mother Emanuel is to do what they want for the Scholarship Fund.  Thank you, Ms. 
Yarbrough, for directing me and Councilman Gregorie directing me.  It’s an honor to me 
because we want them to do anything for Mother Emmanuel but light nine candles, but now we 
have a chance to take the whole program that day and put them wherever they wanted to go. 
Ten years, we’ll be doing the 10-year kick off, so we are going to do it for them.  We want each 
Councilman to wear the shirt and represent one of the kids that are going to be playing on the 
park this summer.  So, Mayor Tecklenburg, you will have to be the Coach.” 

 
There was laughter in the hall. 
 
Mr. Jones continued, “Ms. Maybank will have to be your Assistant Coach, and you are 

going to have to play ball.  Sorry, Councilmember Wilson, if you want to be in the water.  We’re 
going to be on land this time.” 

 
Councilmember Wilson said, “How about water sports?” 
 

 Mr. Jones continued, “So, again, on behalf of the Concerned Citizens of the Peninsula-
Lowcountry, we would just like to say thank you all.  Keep up the good work. The young man is 
going to pass out the shirts and make sure that everyone, on behalf of Philip Simmons, the 
blacksmith, my Grand-Uncle and this tournament, knows how much this means.  To Council, 
this was something Mr. Simmons honored, so we hope that we can keep this going for another 
ten years.  Again, thank you all.  We appreciate it.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Both this gentleman, by the way, did not introduce himself as 
he was supposed to.  This is Mr. Edward Jones and he is affectionately known as “Punsa”, and 
he’s been a volunteer Coach in our City for much longer than ten years, and I can’t tell you the 
mentorship, the leadership that Mr. Jones has shown to numerous kids in our community.  
Please help me recognize Coach Jones.” 
 
 There was applause in the hall. 
 
 Mr. Jones said, “My Youth Councilmember said, ‘This one is for the Coach, and this is 
for the Mayor’.  Then, he said, ‘This one is for the Mayor Pro Tem.  I don’t know how they pulled 
out these two colors for you, Mr. Waring and Mayor Tecklenburg.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I must tell you that the team will be much better served if they 
would allow my son, Joseph, to serve as Coach of the team instead of me.” 
 
 There was laughter in the hall. 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg continued, “Because Joseph played for the Wofford basketball team 
and they actually went to the NCAA twice, so he knows a little bit more about basketball than I 
do.  So, I’ll bring him along as another assistant.” 
 
 Mr. Jones said, “Thank you.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much.” 
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 There was applause in the hall. 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Would anyone else like to be heard as part of our public 
participation?  If not, we will proceed.  I have yet another recognition though I would like to 
interject in our agenda, and that is to call on Stephanie Yarbrough who represents Blackbaud. 
One of the items that we had on our Ways and Means Committee prior to City Council this 
evening was to approve a multi-County park agreement that’s an economic development device 
available in our State, City and County to help businesses hire new people and to expand and 
locate their businesses in our region.  We’re very proud to be the home of Blackbaud, which 
really got Charleston off and running in terms of high technology software knowledge-based 
businesses.  So, we’re so proud to have been a part of their announcement just last week that 
they are doubling the size of their campus here in the City of Charleston.  It’s on Daniel Island.  
Councilmember White was at their announcement.  Stephanie, would you come forward and 
share a few words with us about Blackbaud?  We thank you for being with us this evening.” 
 
 Stephanie Yarbrough said, “Thank you so much, Mayor, and thank you to each of you.  I 
do represent Blackbaud, and we announced their new project last week, just like you said, and 
you all have been such a huge and critically important part of this decision-making process for 
Blackbaud.  Blackbaud’s international corporate headquarters are located here in Charleston, 
and they did a search all over to find where they would expand their campus.  They decided to 
do that here in South Carolina and here in the City of Charleston.  It was definitely a competitive 
project, and they have enjoyed being in the City and on Daniel Island so very much.  They 
wanted to thank everyone for your commitment to them, your support of them.  They were just 
named one of Forbes fastest growing 25 tech companies in the United States, and they have 
over 3,000 employees worldwide.  This job alone will bring 300 high paying new jobs to the City 
of Charleston, so thank you very, very much for all of your support.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Terrific.  Thank you, Stephanie.  Thank you, Blackbaud.” 
 
 There was applause in the hall. 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “They are really a corporate citizen. 
 
 Next, I would like to entertain the appointment of attorney Ravi Sanyal to the Planning 
Commission.  The downside of the great service that Frank McCann offered the City on the 
Planning Commission is that he has resigned, and that is one of the reasons we honored him 
this evening.  That left a vacancy on the Planning Commission, and I would like to bring the 
name of Ravi Sanyal to Council to replace Frank McCann on the Planning Commission.” 
 
 Councilmember White said, “So moved.” 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “Second.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We have a motion and a second.  Conversation, comments?  
Councilmember Seekings.” 
 
 Councilmember Seekings said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  As you know . . .” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Please take the microphone.” 
 
 Councilmember Seekings said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor, fellow Councilmembers.  As you 
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know, we’ve had a lot of discussion about the Planning Commission over the last several 
Council meetings.  Some of them have been pretentious and controversial.  With the loss of Mr. 
McCann and Ms. Legare, we’ve lost 50 years of experience there, and I was under the 
understanding that given where we are and the survey that we are going to do on all of our 
Commissions including the Planning Commission, we would get a list on this Council as to who 
was populating what Commission, what their term was, whether it expired, who was going to 
stand down.  This is nothing personal with Mr. Sanyal, but I’m going to vote no tonight only 
because I think it is premature before this Council sees what’s out there and how we’re going to 
populate not only the Planning Commission, but other Commissions.  I think the Planning 
Commission could see a very large change because I think every term on the Planning 
Commission has expired.  So, I think this is a premature vote. With that said, nothing personal, 
Mr. Sanyal, who I spoke to today and told him this is my position.  So, I just want to explain that 
for the record.  Thank you.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Are there any other questions or comments?” 
 

On a motion of Councilmember White, seconded by Councilmember Moody, City 
Council voted to appoint Ravi Sanyal to the Planning Commission.  The vote was not 
unanimous.  Councilmember Seekings voted nay. 

 
---INSERT APPOINTMENT MEMO--- 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I also would like to bring before Council the appointment of 

Jerry Kronsberg as our new Director of Parks.” 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “Jason”. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Oh, I’m sorry, Jason Kronsberg.  What did I say?” 
 
The Clerk said, “You said, ‘Jerry’.  He replaces Jerry.” 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “Jerry, I believe, he’s replacing Jerry.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “He’s replacing Jerry Ebeling who retired a few months ago.  

Sorry.  Jason Kronsberg is our new Director of Parks.  He has been serving for the last couple 
of months as the Interim Director.  He’s doing a great job.  He’s intimately familiar with our Parks 
and our Capital Projects efforts, so he’ll make a fine Director of the Department.” 

 
Councilmember Waring said, “Move for approval.” 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Second.” 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Is there any discussion?” 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Waring, seconded by Councilmember Moody, City 

Council voted unanimously to appoint Jason Kronsberg as the Director of Parks. 
 

---INSERT APPOINTMENT MEMO--- 
 

There was applause in the hall. 
 
Councilmember Riegel arrived to the hall at 5:46 p.m.   
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Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Congratulations. 
 
Next, as you all may know, a few months ago, we brought up the discussion to this 

Council regarding the growth of hotels in the City of Charleston on the Peninsula.  Our Planning 
Department has been conducting a study about hotels, hotel growth on the Peninsula and so 
this is for information purposes for Council.  We’re going to have a presentation by Jacob 
Lindsay of our Planning Department, and it may be on the screen behind us, so if you want to 
turn around and re-situate, that’s fine.  We will be coming back to Council at June’s meeting, at 
the next meeting with specific recommendations for any modifications to our existing ordinance 
and for Council’s input not only tonight, but over the next few weeks after you review the 
information that we’re sharing with you tonight.” 

 
Jacob Lindsay said, “Mayor and Council, I am going to be relying on these slides.  I’m 

going to speak from behind you, so you may need to turn around in order to be able to see.  So, 
I am going to attempt to make this as brief as possible, and I’m going to speak to you for about 
ten minutes and maybe less if I can get through.  I wanted to start by saying thank you to the 
Mayor and Council for giving me and the staff of the Planning Department the chance to actually 
study this topic in depth.  It is, as you all know, a complex and multi-faceted topic, and we’ve 
emerged with a bit more understanding of it than we had before.  Now, before I get started, I 
want to thank my staff who have worked very hard on this and put in many, many hours led by 
Amy Barrett on my staff including Meg Thompson, Christopher Morgan, Amanda Herring and 
Katie McKain.  All of them put in many hours preparing this report.  So, what I’m going to do, 
we’re going to talk about first of all our process.  We’re going to talk a little bit about the history 
of hotel regulation on the Peninsula.  We’re going to jump in after that to how we regulate hotels 
and then we’re going to talk a little bit about some of the findings that we have learned and how 
many recommendations we’re going to bring forward.  Again, I’m going to go quick.  Now, what 
we’ve done so far is we’ve gone through a 90-day process.  We have looked at what the best 
practices are for regulating hotels.  We have collected a tremendous amount of data, some of 
which you will see tonight, and I want to mention that the official report that we’re going to bring 
forward is not yet prepared.  We will issue that as soon as possible, certainly, before the next 
Council meeting.  All of the data that you are going to see here is undergirded by significant, 
thorough research and all the appropriate assignments from where that data comes from and 
how it was collected will be brought forward in our report.  We have spoken to a number of 
experts and consultants in the field who understand this far better than we did.  We also hosted 
a three-day charrette process in our department where we brought in over 75 stakeholders 
including neighborhood associations, preservation groups, the people who are in the industry 
itself, and we also hosted a public input session.  Some of you may have attended that.  That 
was attended by somewhere around 100 employees, attendees, at that public listening section.  
So, what you’re going to see next are going to be a series of maps.  These maps are going to 
be all oriented the same way, and I’m not sure how good our projector is but to get you all sort 
of situated, I-26 is up at the top here, Highway 17, the bridge to Mt. Pleasant, King Street is 
down in the middle and Calhoun Street is right here.  So, I think everybody has a general idea.  
We’re focused on the Peninsula, and this study, of course, as you all know, was about the 
Peninsula and not about hotels anywhere else.  Now, this is a little bit of the history of the 
process for regulating hotels.  Prior to, I think we are cropped a little bit here, it seems like we 
are missing some of our image, and we may have a technical question because we’re supposed 
to be seeing a little bit on the bottom.  So, before 1987, there was a time in the history of the 
Peninsula where if, as a property owner, you had commercial zoning and you had the correct 
parking, conceptually, you could apply to build a hotel anywhere in the City.  If you have the 
correct zoning and parking on your site, you could come and petition to build a hotel.  Of course, 
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remember, we’ll talk of a timeline in just a little bit, that Charleston Place was opened in 1986.  
So, Charleston Place opened and created a study, and, as a result, the Planning Department, 
the City moved to do something that was fairly radical at that time, which is to create the 
Accommodations Overlay District, which is this L-shape.  The Accommodations Overlay District 
says that a hotel, at the time, could only be built in that blue area.  Even if you had the zoning 
and the parking somewhere else in the City, too bad developer, it’s a problem, you cannot build 
a hotel.  I want to point out, even though our map is cropped a little bit here, that, at the time, the 
Accommodations Overlay, the area where hotels could be built actually extended south of 
Broad Street.  So, with time, we have also docketed the Five-Point Special Exceptions Test, 
which we’ll get into which is a test that the Board of Zoning Appeals administers that is a litmus 
test as to whether or not that hotel is appropriate for the City, and we docketed all of that in 
1987.  We did further study in 1997 and 1998 after the construction of the Renaissance Hotel, 
which is bounded in the block between Meeting, King, Wentworth and Society Streets.  After 
that construction, we studied it again, and we cropped the area down once more so you can see 
the parcels that were taken out, and how much more precise the actual boundaries became at 
the time.  We also refined and created the 50-room limit south of, at the time, Calhoun Street 
meaning that any area down here could only be 50 rooms maximum.  In 2013, the City and 
Planning Department went back, yet again, to continue the process of looking at this.  This was 
the overall sort of umbrella of the Tourism Management Plan that was conducted at the time, 
and we added an additional sort of, well, we refused the Six-Point Special Exception Test, which 
was refined at the time, and we also took some strategic steps to remove additional parcels so 
you can see the parcels that came out, parcels here on this side, parcels on other locations, so 
whittling down yet again the Accommodations Overlay area.  You can see that the 50-room limit 
line north to the Crosstown or as I’m often corrected the Septima P. Clark Parkway, and that line 
meant that everything south of that point could only be 50 rooms with one exception, which is 
this yellow box.  The full service zone and that area effectively removes the limit on a number of 
rooms provided that a hotelier build at least 20,000 square feet of venue space.  That was 
intended to create full service hotels.  To date, no one has actually built one of those within that 
zone that utilizes the full 20,000 square feet, but we did create that at the time as an area that 
would provide for the creation of a full-service hotel.  Now, this brings us to today, and this is the 
current picture that we have.  What we’ve done in this graphic is we have removed the sites 
from the Accommodations Overlay which currently either have a hotel on them or build with a 
parking structure or a public space like Marion Square or the Market.  It would never become a 
hotel.  So, these are the actual sites that are potentially hotels.  Now, this does not take into 
account the Special Exceptions Test, so some of these parcels would additionally be removed.  
If you did that, and there are scattered around this 50-room limit, there are additionally some 
outlying parcels which have additional entitlement up to 100 rooms, 225 rooms, 69 rooms right 
here in the center.  There are some additional ones that are outliers, which were grandfathered 
in as a result of previous revisions.  Now, to get down to the bottom of this, and I need to speed 
up here.  These are the actual hotels that are built on the Peninsula.  The ones that are existing 
or under construction are in pink, and the ones that are recently approved are in orange.  So, 
this is the footprint to the actual hotels, which were built on the Peninsula showing that, in effect, 
the Hotel Accommodations Overlay has constrained hotels to the to the walkable corridor of the 
City.  Now, I’m going to come back to that.   

 
Now, we’re not going to go through this obviously.  This is the Six-Point Special 

Exceptions Test, and what this does is, this is administered by the Board of Zoning Appeals, 
which is a legal fact finding body.  They’re not a political body, and they review every application 
for a hotel within the Accommodations Overlay District and they ask whether or not the hotel 
meets certain criteria.  First, they cannot reverse the effect of the housing stock.  Second, they 
can’t contribute to an increase in traffic, and they have to limit the amount of commercial space 
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like the new restaurants and bars within the hotel itself, and it has to be in character of the 
neighborhood and so forth and so on.  They have to meet these criteria.  Now, today, what we 
have on the Peninsula are 4,930 rooms that exist here or are under construction.  That’s what 
this map shows, and, then, recently approved are 731 hotel rooms, and those are hotel rooms 
that have achieved the Special Exceptions Test.  They’ve met this criteria before the Board of 
Zoning Appeals, and they have that entitlement in hand so it’s quite a few as you can see.   

 
Now, to look at the history just very briefly, the history of hotels coming online, these are 

hotel rooms that you see in the blue, and these are dates down at the bottom.  So, from 1980 up 
until the present, we have periodically brought that certain number of hotel rooms online.  From 
2003 to 2012, really, there was a wall, so there’s pent up demand, which is now being relieved 
by a spike in construction.  The hatched areas over here represent 1,303 hotels either currently 
under construction or entitled to build, which we believe will come online at some point between 
the present and 2019 provided that the economy stays strong and all of those owners continue 
to pursue their right to build.   

 
Now, really, really quickly, by our analysis, these are parking requirements that are 

required for a 50,000 square foot hypothetical building downtown.  Hotels require the least 
amount of parking.  Retail, of course, would generate the most.  A 50,000 square foot retail 
building would be equivalent to, for example, a grocery store.  In our traffic study of peak-hour 
trip generation, morning traffic, hotels generate less traffic than apartments or townhouses. 
Obviously all of those generate tremendously more and P.M. peak hours are a similar output.  
Now, to always get back to the city to city comparison, which is basically looking at how many 
hotel rooms per 100 people do we have.  Lower means fewer hotel rooms, higher means more.  
So, we are in a kind of a middle group here with San Francisco and Virginia Beach where we’re 
kind of low, but we don’t want to tip into the Savannah, New Orleans, Old Quebec City category 
where we’ve become a true tourist destination with less real urbanism.  So, this gives us pause 
that, in fact, we need to be very diligent about what we’re doing.  This is a chart that shows 
room inventory, and it’s broken down by specific area.  At the bottom, you will see the 1985 to 
2015 Peninsula growth and from 2005 to 2015 from this line forward, you will see in the 
percentages, the amount of growth that has occurred in hotel rooms.  So, what’s happened is 
that within the Tri-County area and specifically in the City of North Charleston, there has been 
significantly more growth in the number of hotel rooms than there has been on the Peninsula.  
Now, in closing, we have also observed some qualitative effects.  This is not just about 
numbers.  We believe that on the Peninsula there are good and bad examples of hotel 
development, and we want to obviously foster the good stuff.  This is the Bohemian Hotel, which 
was recently built.  We gave this a design award at the BAR.  It has all kinds of great 
accoutrement to make a good City including a sound proofed roof top bar, which was designed 
in conjunction with the adjacent neighborhood.  Quality materials, it looks like it fits in Charleston 
and the height, scale and mass are good.  It has ground-level retail that activates the street.  It 
has a mix of uses.  This part of Meeting Street, as you all know, was dead not that long ago, 
and this corridor has helped to activate it.  Now, there are also hotel characteristics that we don’t 
like.  These are the kinds of boxes just have rooms inside them.  They don’t contribute to the 
street.  They just have garages on the bottom.  There’s nothing on the ground floor.  The 
materials are suspect.  The design is not in keeping with the character of our City and so forth 
and so on.  So, we want to sponsor qualitatively the good kind of development and not the kind 
that isn’t desirable for downtown.   

 
So, in closing, what we will be coming forward with, in terms of specifics in our report, in 

these categories.  The first is that we know we need to do more to achieve a balance of uses 
downtown.  That means we don’t want to become just a tourist destination, so we are 
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considering the prohibition of a displacement of offices and ground-level retail.  So, on King 
Street, on our main walking streets, a hotel cannot come in and buy what used to be a store 
front and turn it into just a hotel lobby.  They need to maintain the great walking character of our 
main commercial streets.  We are also considering a method where the traffic can park and the 
first is that for hotels outside the City center.  We need to do more to require shuttling.  Now, 
there’s a provision that says that hotels should do that.  To some degree, this is an enforcement 
measure, but we also think that it could be done further outside the City center.  We know that 
the City needs to designate pick up and drop off areas, so those hotel shuttles aren’t just 
coming in and circling around the City indefinitely.  We need to create places where they can 
come and go and pick up and drop off.  Another thing is that we think that it would be worthwhile 
to speak to our neighboring cities and County to ask if they would be willing to help us in this 
effort with their own regulation of hotels because every tourist that comes here, of course, visits 
the historic Peninsula.  So, if they would be willing to also contribute by requiring some of their 
hotels to provide shuttles or in helping us in that effort, we think that would really help us to 
move the overall management of these going forward.  We know that there are valet backups, 
especially on certain peak days.  We need to evaluate where those are happening.  The valets 
back up, and they back up traffic.  The employee parking is an issue.  We know that employees 
are not compensated greatly who work in these industries.  We need to provide the hotels 
accounts for where their employees park, how they get to work, and we can potentially do this 
by offering discounted employee parking or a free transit pass program, or the City can work 
with them and designate remote lots from which employees can be shuttled.  We need to do 
more to account for employee parking. 

 
Plus two things, the 50-room limit south of the Crosstown is being sort of skirted by 

certain developers who want to put two 50-room unit hotels adjacent to one another.  That 
doesn’t really work so we need to include a specific provision that prevents adjoining parcels or 
creates some distance variables, something like that so you can’t skirt the rules.  You actually 
have to build individual 50-room hotels.  The fourth thing that we recognize very clearly 
especially from the growth in hotels chart, this is a regional phenomenon and we can’t contain 
our control entirely within the Peninsula.  We feel like further study at the regional level is 
appropriate to do in order to help us really get a full management on the way that tourism works.  
The last thing listed on here is that we certainly would take feedback and look into the idea of 
restricting the physical jurisdiction of the actual Accommodations Overlay District further, as well 
as looking into the box in between Line and Mary, Meeting and King Streets that allow for the 
unlimited number of hotel rooms.  We would be open to those suggestions, as well.  So, those 
are our key findings, and we’ll be coming forward with a report as soon as possible.  I know I 
went over my ten minutes, but I did the best I can.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Alright.  Thank you, Mr. Lindsay, again, and please relay 

thanks to your staff as well, Amy Barrett, and others who worked so hard on this.  Council they 
will be coming back to you with specific recommendations, but if you have any questions for Mr. 
Lindsay, at this time, or suggestions, we would be happy to entertain them.”  

 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember White. 
 

 Councilmember White said, “Yes, I just wanted to address a couple things.  I appreciate 
this information, Jacob.  Thank you.  I think one of the things that jumped out at me in this 
particular spot now that I’ve grown all over is the fact that between 2003 and 2012, that ten-year 
period of time, there was only a total of 84 rooms built on the Peninsula, but if you take the 
average between 2003 and 2019, the average for every year would 123 rooms per year built.  If 
you look at the previous 23 years prior to that, the average was only 99 units built, so over that 
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period of time effectively 30 years, you’re talking about 146 units per year or basically one 
decent-size hotel a year built on the Peninsula.  So, I kind of reflected a little bit, you know.  I’ve 
said from day one I believe capitalism will take over.  I believe the hotel industry is probably one 
of the most dated driven industries in investments there are, and as soon as occupancy rates 
drop to a point where it’s no longer financially viable, private equity will no longer choose to 
invest in it.  So, I do think that’s very telling, is that gap of ten years effectively where we 
basically had no development, and so all we’re now seeing is the pent up demand that has been 
basically identified and being built out.  I suspect if we were to get out past 2020, and we look 
back, we’re going to see that those numbers get back into a more realistic type of development 
number that we’ve seen in the previous 30 years.  So, I would just say, I think that capitalism, 
ultimately, is going to be the driver here, and it’s going to decide where money is going to be 
invested.  I think the second thing of this that was extremely telling is this other slide, and it’s the 
next one and that is for a 50,000 square foot building, hotels have the least parking requirement.  
Now, I think one of the things that, again, you’re talking about financials and building out a 
development parking is one of the most expensive and basically has no return on investment.  
It’s a requirement and so developers really want to build parking.  They want to build the 
absolute least humanly possible to get their development done because they’re making zero 
money on it and it takes up place, and, yet, 34 units you might say well, okay, you only have 
people using it coming and going, but, again, it’s identified, and I think in your comments that 
accounts for no employees.  Employees drive to and from hotels.  That assumes that no one 
drives to that hotel who lives in Charleston to go to that restaurant.  My wife and I go regularly to 
Charleston Place to have dinner and go to have a cocktail there.  So, it doesn’t account for any 
of that, so I do think that if you look at retail, office and apartment, all of those users are 
accounted for in those numbers.  Hotels, that’s your gap, and so if we really want to make sure 
that we’ve identified how the impact is being seen across the Peninsula for development of 
hotels, I think the biggest issue we have to address is how many parking spaces are required 
for a 50,000 square foot hotel, and it’s not 34.  I don’t know that it’s doubled, but it’s definitely 
not 34, so if anything comes out of this, I do think that’s one area that we definitely need to 
address because that’s going to be able to limit the impact, I think, on our development.  
Subsequently, the neighborhoods that I hear from and that Councilmember Seekings hears 
from, they’re in our districts and everyone else who represents downtown.  We hear constantly 
about parking, and it’s not about the people who are staying in the hotels, it’s about the people 
who work in the hotels because they have no parking provided to them.  So, thank you.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you, Councilmember White.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Moody. 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Hold on a second, and we’ll get the microphone to you.” 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “Councilmember White kind of mentioned some of my 
things that I was going to cover, but I just had one other because I agree that traffic down there 
is what kind of bothers me a little bit.  So, these particular sites that, and by the way, this is 
great, and I really appreciate it.  This is a lot of good information.  You’ve got a property down 
there that’s Commercial or General Business that may be not in the Accommodations Overlay 
Zone, which means that they could probably build one of these other.  Is that not true?  I guess I 
need to understand that because if you’re looking at what else may go there, to me, it could be 
a hotel or what else, and if it’s one of those other three, the hotel may be more desirable.  If it’s 
something else, if it could be residential or something like, then maybe that would work, but I 
guess what’s the alternative?  That’s my question because this seems to be the least impactful 
of the options, retail, apartments, office as far as traffic is concerned.” 
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 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Here, I have another one.” 
 
 Mr. Lindsay said, “There are two factors here.  The first is the number of parking spaces 
which are required by the City by our zoning ordinance.  We require the least number of parking 
spaces for hotel use than other things.  This is a house that was built specifically looking at this.  
This matter shows that hotels do, in fact, generate tourists.  I would say their study conducted 
by the best practice professional knowledge and usually the offices generate more during peak 
hour than do hotels, apartments or townhouses.  I would also point out that the peak hours of 
methodology that was used to evaluate this takes into account taxis and other vehicles for the 
total amount of traffic that it generates.” 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “Well, in terms of if you’re just going to look at the 
apartments, for example, the peak hours, most of those apartments, the people leave in the 
morning and come back at night.  There’s not a lot of traffic during the day.  Whereas, the office, 
I think, there’s a lot at peak hour, but then there’s a lot of it going on during the day.  Same thing 
with retail, and I guess I’m trying to figure out how is this property zoned.  Is it more impactful or 
less impactful from a hotel standpoint or to another use?” 
 
 Mr. Lindsay said, “In terms of traffic generated, again, the peak hour traffic generation is 
less than half during the peak hour traffic than other uses.” 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “I’m kind of trying to look at the rest of the day, I mean, just 
not in the morning and the afternoon.” 
 
 Mr. Lindsay said, “Right, I would guess the traffic engineer did not analyze that at the full 
24 hours.  Again, the traffic studies are conducted by looking at the peak hour rate.  This is in 
accordance with that.” 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “Then, I guess my other question would be if you look at 
one of these hotel sites or a potential hotel site, how is that property zoned?  Are you looking at 
that to be sure that, okay, we’re not going to put a hotel there, but we might be putting 
something there that’s even worse?  That’s why I’m asking this kind of the question.” 
 
 Mr. Lindsay said, “Well, again, in our analysis, it does generate less traffic and we can 
certainly get our traffic engineer to go back and look at the 24-hour generation.” 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “I’m talking about the general zoning of the property.  What 
could go there?  Let’s say you could put a hotel there.  Let’s just pick and or so you could put a 
hotel there or you could put retail.  Which would be more impactful to the neighborhood?  That’s 
my question.” 
 
 Mr. Lindsay said, “In our assessment, I believe, in general, the retail would be more 
impactful, but there’s a variable here, which is that traffic engineers’ methods don’t take into 
account truly urban walkable conditions.  King Street is unique in that the traffic on King Street 
is, a lot of that is foot traffic.  People come and they park their car long-term, and they go 
shopping and they go to the restaurants, so there’s some sharing that isn’t, you know, showing 
in the model, but by rule of thumb, the retail is more impactful than hotels.  But, by rule of 
thumb, office generates more traffic than a hotel generates, general rule.” 
 
 Councilmember Moody said, “But we’re only studying hotels, that’s my point.  I feel like 
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we could be making a decision, all this is good information, but let’s say we put a moratorium on 
hotels, so then the capital markets take over they start to developing as retail.  All of a sudden, 
we’ve got even a worse problem.  My question is I’m not sure whether this is studied and maybe 
it’s not.  Maybe it’s not designed to study it.” 
 
 Mr. Lindsay said, “We’ve been looking at hotels in this case.  It’s a good question that 
you asked, and it requires a nuance answer because the truth is that retail on the street level in 
a place like King Street right in the center of the City, people walk to that retail.  They don’t drive 
door-to-door like they do in places that are more automobile oriented, so there’s some sharing 
of transportation in the City Center for retail uses.  We were looking at hotels, and as you can 
see here these are the traffic engineers numbers, hotels versus townhouses versus apartments 
versus offices.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Seekings. 
 
 Councilmember Seekings said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  First, I would like to thank 
Jacob, and I see Amy Barrett sitting back there and, Amy, for all the hard work on this.  They put 
an enormous amount of time into it.  They met with all of us so, Amy, thank you and more to 
come I know.  I think, Jacob, one of the things that I think Councilmember Moody was getting at 
and Councilmember White really hit it is the whole idea of congestion and traffic.  I think when 
you look at this peak hour trip generation chart, I think it’s one step removed from where it 
needs to be, and that is the traffic impact chart.  As you generate it, fine, but that’s in a confined 
area.  We need to look around that area broader and to look in your key finance, we need to 
think about regional impacts, and, as you know, I sort of beat this one all the time.  How do we 
know what the regional impacts are until we have a baseline regional transportation study and 
analysis?  So, whether we’re looking at hotels, we’re looking at retail, or whether we’re looking 
at office space, we really need to know what that does as far as regionally and how people are 
moving around.  So, if this study tells us anything, I think it further solidifies the need for us, as a 
City, partnered with our sister cities and the County to do a regional traffic impact study not just 
a generation study.  I think that is really what, among other things, this is telling me.  The other 
thing is the map of properties that is actually in the Hotel Overlay Zone.  I think one of the things 
that we’re going to need from you, as our Planning Director, is to tell us what you think 
reasonably in the next 20 years will be developed as hotels because some of the properties that 
are in that Hotel Overlay Zone are historic homes.  That map does not really tell a full story so 
thank you, more to come.  This is a very important topic, and I want to thank Councilmember 
White for his observations about the average annual increase in hotel rooms on the Peninsula 
over the course of the last 15 years because that actually is a dramatically low number to me.  I 
didn’t really think about it that way.  So, thank you.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Wilson. 
 
 Councilmember Wilson said, “Thank you.  Continuing the traffic discussion, has there 
been any discussion, Jacob, I think the time has come to do what they do in many cities.  It 
would take the airport’s coordination, as well, and cooperation.  All of the hotels that we have, 
not only in the City of Charleston and the Peninsula, but West Ashley, North Charleston, even a 
spattering over in Mt. Pleasant, it seems that there is an outstanding opportunity for private 
companies to come in.  How many times have we gone to another city and we pile in a van and 
you’re sitting with eight other people and the driver says, ‘Okay, where are you going?’  ‘Well, 
I’m going to Charleston Place, and this person is going to Meeting and Calhoun, so different 
properties in different portions in the City.  That doesn’t seem to happen here.  It’s a great 
opportunity for a private investment company to come along.  The airport may have to 
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encourage or allow that sort of usage, but currently they don’t allow things like Uber, but where 
does that factor in?  I see all of this desire to keep automobile traffic out of the Peninsula, which 
I certainly understand.  If we can encourage people never to rent that car at the airport or not 
bring their personal vehicle, that’s where we begin to get this under control.” 
 
 Councilmember Seekings was excused from the hall at 6:16 p.m. 
 
 Mr. Lindsay said, “Absolutely, and that’s why we do think that it’s very important that we 
work with the regional partners as well as other cities and the County, but also the airport.  We 
think it’s very important to engage all of the people who are in organizations that surround this 
historic City, so that we’re all working together to mitigate the impacts of tourists, and I think it 
would help traffic.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Riegel. 
 
 Councilmember Riegel said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  Jacob, let me revisit what 
Councilmember White was discussing in regards to the number of vehicles and the generation 
of traffic downtown. Gary, I’m very envious that you and your wife can afford to have dinner 
weekly two to three times in the evening at Charleston Place.  I don’t have that kind of budget.  
So, would you invite me in the future once or twice?  The question becomes giving Councilman 
White’s example.  Where do those cars tally into this or if you’re going to Hall’s Chophouse or to 
Fish or somewhere else, is that retail?  Where is that?  Then, I have a follow-up question, 
Jacob” 
 
 Mr. Lindsay said, “Again, this isn’t an issue that this relates to, if someone is coming to a 
hotel from somewhere off the Peninsula, how do they get there?  It’s going back to the 1980s. 
The Planning Department’s studies related to hotels focused on trying to get kind of a lessened 
number of trips that people take and vehicles.  It goes way back.  We were saying that when 
you can figure out how to do it and transit, of course, private transit, we were happy to promote 
that public transit, systems like Uber.  Anything that helps and is sharing, things that help us get 
individual cars off the road and mitigate the impact traffic is all a good thing, and those are all 
ways that we can do it.” 
 
 Councilmember Riegel said, “I apologize.  You didn’t answer my question.  The trips that 
Councilman White talked about going to the Charleston Place to have dinner, how is that 
accounted?  Is that a retail trip?  Is that a hotel trip?  What’s the answer?” 
 
 Mr. Lindsay said, “Great question.  So, we don’t count those individual trips.  When a 
study like this is conducted, we would look at, our traffic engineer would go through their tables 
and their charts and in the case of, for example, a restaurant visit, that would go under retail.  If, 
for example, they went to the restaurant, parked their car or they came to the hotel, or parked 
their car or walked to the restaurant, or there was a shared trip, that wouldn’t be accounted for 
in this model.” 
 
 Councilmember Riegel said, “Okay, so, Gary’s comments are false that his trip would not 
be accounted in traffic, correct?” 
 
 Mr. Lindsay said, “I wouldn’t say that, but I would say that, in general, shared trips are a 
good thing.  If someone comes downtown and parks their car once and then walks to go to the 
restaurant, that’s a positive thing.  So, what we’re looking at here is how many trips at a peak 
hour is generated by each use.  That’s what this does, but we don’t count the individual number 
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of cars that are coming in that to the Peninsula.” 
 
 Councilmember Riegel said, “I’m not sure what good the study is then.  The second 
question is, Concord Street, the current South Carolina State Port Authority Headquarters, 
which is up there by the Lowe’s property has been successful.  Is Concord Street, the SPA 
Headquarters, factored into these numbers?” 
 
 Mr. Lindsay said, “Good question and the answer is that the Concord Street property has 
not yet obtained their special exception permit, so they are an outlier, and we know that they will 
come forward, but they are not in the anticipated number because they don’t have their special 
exception yet so the answer is no, it is not in this number.” 
 
 Councilmember Riegel said, “Okay.  Thank you, Jacob.” 
 

Councilmember Seekings returned to the hall at 6:20 p.m. 
 

 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Wagner. 
 
 Councilmember Wagner continued, “Okay.  You might have to help me just a little tiny bit 
to orient myself because that’s hard to see, and I’ve been trying to turn to widen that line.  The 
southeastern one, the 225 rooms.  I’m trying to figure out what that is.” 
 
 Councilmember Seekings said, “Ports Authority building.” 
 
 Councilmember Wagner said, “That’s the Ports Authority building.  So, that is figured out 
and that’s in the calculation.  If you look over the next three to four years and add up the 
numbers, if I add these up, that’s about 544 rooms, and then on the other slide about five down, 
we can add up that four-year period between 2016 and 2000, it’s like 1,100.  So, this is going to 
be 544 of the 1,500 total.  This is going to be a full third in these five units by exception, and we 
got the same basic amount within the 50-room count.  That’s what I’m trying to calculate out 
here.” 
 
 Councilmember Riegel said, “The Ports is not in that.” 
 
 Councilmember Gregorie said, “It is.” 
 
 Councilmember Riegel said, “He said it wasn’t.” 
 
 Mr. Lindsay said, “To clarify, the Ports Authority is not included in this projection.  This 
projection was an exact accounting of the number of projects which are either under 
construction or haven’t achieved their special exception.  The Ports Authority is neither of those 
so the potential rooms at the Ports Authority are in addition to this.” 
 
 Councilmember Wagner said, “Okay, so, how many of these are done up on the 
potential hotel site, on that four-year stretch there?” 
 
 Councilmember Riegel said, “None of them.” 
 
 Councilmember Wagner said, “They all have exceptions so that can be?” 
 
 Mr. Lindsay said, “Let’s go back and look at this.” 
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 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “None of those have been approved yet, so those are 
potential.” 
 
 Mr. Lindsay said, “That’s right.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Okay, but the count where you saw leading up to the total of 
5,661 either existing, under construction or recently approved is 5,661.  So, it’s not including any 
of these potential sites.” 
 
 Councilmember Wagner said, “So, we could have up to 1,800 if we add these 500 or so 
to it.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Well, in the yellow box, right now, it’s unlimited so it could be a 
much higher number.” 
 
 Councilmember Wagner said, “Right, well, as an accountant, I like debits and credits to 
match and my debits and credits weren’t adding up.” 
 
 Councilmember Seekings said, “Just briefly, Councilmember Wagner, the specific 
properties, that’s a site that’s right to the south.  That’s a piece of property that Roper and 
MUSC were going to develop a hotel, but they’re not.  In fact, it’s now a part, as you know, of 
the medical district that they’re building, so even though it’s zoned, that’s never going to happen 
because they’ve already got a whole new project.  On those eight floors, those 100 rooms, one 
of those is the African-American Museum site, right?  So, the African-American Museum site is 
going to go in there on one of them.” 
 
 Mr. Lindsay said, “No, that’s actually the Fountain Walk site.  It’s not the African-
American Museum.” 
 
 Councilmember Seekings said, “Okay, and then the 69-room is really the one I think it’s 
going to come on line.  That’s the one that is behind Hall’s, so that one is an undeveloped site 
that you’re probably going to see.  So, those numbers up there are inflated just to show you the 
zoning, not what actually is going to come there.” 
 
 Councilmember Wagner said, “Thanks guys.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Thank you very much, Mr. Lindsay, Amy and everybody.  We’ll 
dig a little deeper with Council’s approval on parking, on traffic and maybe on the comparison of 
one use versus the other.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg continued, “I think it might be appropriate to try to evaluate these 
potential hotel sites and try to come up even with a ballpark number.  If everything along that 
map got built out, how many hotel rooms would that be?  So, we’ll work on refining this a little bit 
more.  That’s why we wanted to bring it to you tonight to show you how work has been done 
and what information we had, and after all that, we’ll come back to you with some 
recommendations. 
 

Next, we move to our Council Committee Reports.  The first committee is on Public 
Works and Utilities.” 
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 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Waring. 
 
 Councilmember Gregorie said, “Move for approval.” 
 
 Councilmember Seekings said, “Second.” 
 
 Councilmember Waring said, “Everything passed unanimously, Mr. Mayor, and I concur 
with the motion.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Alright.  Is there any discussion? 
 

On a motion of Councilmember Gregorie, seconded by Councilmember Seekings, City 
Council voted unanimously to adopt the report of the Committee on Public Works and Utilities 
as presented: 

 
--INSERT COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES REPORT-- 

 
 (Acceptance and Dedication of Rights-of-Way and Easements  

i. Carolina Bay Phase 14 - Acceptance and dedication of Dresser Court (50-foot 
right-of-way) and Bolinas Court (50-foot right-of-way). All improvements are 
completed with the exception of sidewalks and accessibility ramps.   
a. Title to Real Estate 
b. Affidavit for Taxable or Exempt Transfers 

   c. Plat 
        d. Exclusive Storm Water Drainage Easement (2) 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Next, we have the Committee on Traffic and Transportation.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Seekings. 
 
 Councilmember Gregorie said, “Move for approval.” 
 
 Councilmember Lewis said, “Second.” 
 
 Councilmember Seekings said, “Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  We gave a report at the Ways 
and Means, and I stand on that report and would move for adoption.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Is there any discussion?” 
 

On a motion of Councilmember Gregorie, seconded by Councilmember Lewis, City 
Council voted unanimously to adopt the report of the Committee on Traffic and Transportation 
as presented: 

 
---INSERT COMMITTEE ON TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION REPORT--- 

  
 i. Application for Original Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity: 

   -- Maebelle Smith, DBA Paradise Luxury Taxi (Taxi) 
 ii. Approval of 2016-2017 Street Vendor Spaces 

            iii. Approval of 2016-2017 Bid Specifications for Street Vendor Spaces 
           iv. Approval of 2016-2017 Franchise Agreement for Vendor Spaces 
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Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Next, we have the Committee on Community Development.” 
 
Councilmember Lewis said, “Move for the adoption of the report.” 
 
Councilmember Seekings said, “Second.” 
 

 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Is there any discussion?” 
 

On a motion of Councilmember Lewis, seconded by Councilmember Seekings, City 
Council voted unanimously to adopt the report of the Committee on Community Development as 
presented: 
 

---INSERT COMMITTEE ON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT REPORT--- 
  
 i. Review of the Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice 

 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Excuse our humor.  One of the items that was taken up by the 
Committee was our famous Gathering Place.  Next, is the Committee on Recreation.” 
 
 Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Gregorie. 
 
 Councilmember Gregorie said, “The Committee on Recreation met on May 12th, and 
there are four items.  If you look at your amended Agenda, you will see that there is a fourth 
item, the Resolution to honor the memory of the Mother Emanuel Nine and the survivors.  All 
four of these items were unanimously passed by the Recreation Committee, however, with one 
caveat.  With respect to the ordinance and the procedures for the Palmetto Artisan Program, the 
Recreation Committee did recommend that this Council approve a blended Summer position, 
not just to help with the Artisan Program, but other certain Summer programs administered by 
the Recreation Department.  Move for approval.” 
 

Councilmember Mitchell said, “Second.” 
 

 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We have a motion for approval and a second.  Is there any 
discussion?” 
 

On a motion of Councilmember Gregorie, seconded by Councilmember Mitchell, City 
Council voted unanimously to adopt the report of the Committee on Recreation as presented: 

 
---INSERT COMMITTEE ON RECREATION REPORT--- 

 
i. Application for Facility Dedication: Request to Name Playground Building at 

Moultrie Park to Honor Laurie R. Coker    
ii.   a. Changes to Palmetto Artisan Program 

       b. An ordinance to amend Chapter 17 of the Code of the City of Charleston, 
South Carolina, to modify the City’s Palmetto Artisan Rules to coincide with 
recent/simultaneous Palmetto Artisan Program changes. 

iii. Approval of a Programmatic Agreement among the National Park Service, SC 
State Historic Preservation Office, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, 
the SC Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism and the City of Charleston 
regarding DeReef Park. 

iv.  Resolution to honor the memory of the nine members of Mother Emanuel 
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African Methodist Episcopal Church who were tragically slain on the evening of 
June 17, 2015 as well as the five survivors of this tragedy and the congregation 
of Mother Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church by placing a small 
individual marker in front of each fifteen trees dedicated in their honor at the 
Gaillard Center located at 95 Calhoun Street in the City and County of 
Charleston, State of South Carolina, and designate a day in the City for each 
victim, and a day for the survivors and congregation of Mother Emanuel Church. 

 
Give first reading to the following Resolution and bill coming from the Committee on 

Recreation: 
 
Resolution to honor the memory of the nine members of Mother Emanuel African 
Methodist Episcopal Church who were tragically slain on the evening of June 17, 
2015 as well as the five survivors of this tragedy and the congregation of Mother 
Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church by placing a small individual marker in 
front of each fifteen trees dedicated in their honor at the Gaillard Center located at 95 
Calhoun Street in the City and County of Charleston, State of South Carolina, and 
designate a day in the City for each victim, and a day for the survivors and 
congregation of Mother Emanuel Church.  
 
An ordinance to amend Chapter 17 of the Code of the City of Charleston, South 
Carolina, to modify the City’s Palmetto Artisan Rules to coincide with 
recent/simultaneous Palmetto Artisan Program changes. 

 
 Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Finally, our last committee is the Committee on Ways and 
Means.” 
 

On a motion of Councilmember Moody, seconded by Councilmember Riegel, City 
Council voted unanimously to adopt the report of the Committee on Ways and Means as 
presented: 

 
(Bids and Purchases 
(Public Service: Approval to submit the 2016 Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) 

Grant in the amount of $10,521,670.58.  A City match in the amount of 
$2,000,346.97 is required ($12,522,017.55 total). 

(Office of Cultural Affairs: Approval to submit a grant application in the amount of 
$5,000 to the Joanna Foundation for the 2016 MOJA Arts Festival Educational 
Outreach Program. No City match is required.  

(Parks-Capital Projects: Approval of an ORLP (Outdoor Recreation Legacy 
Partnership Program) Grant application for landscape improvements at St. Julian 
Devine.  This grant will provide $500,000 in funding, requiring a $500,453 match 
($1,000,453 total).  The Charleston Parks Conservancy will be providing $250,000 
of the required match, and the City will provide $250,453.  The proposed use of the 
project funding would be to enhance the landscaping around the facility as well as 
provide provide additional site upgrades including a half-court basketball area, 
functional play lawn, increased playground space and new public plaza areas.   

(Parks-Capital Projects: Approval of a grant application to FEMA via the SC 
Emergency Management Division for the “Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program,” 
a competitive grant program, for the retrofitting of Fire Station 2&3 to meet current 
seismic, wind and other building codes. This grant will provide $4,000,000 in 
funding (maximum amount allowed), requiring a match of $3,556,523 ($7,556,523 
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total).  This application seeks the maximum funding available for individual 
projects, and will compete against other PDM applications nationwide.  If selected, 
funding would be available approximately June 2017 and would have to be 
expended within three years.    

(Parks-Capital Projects: Approval of a Cost Consulting Services Contract for the 
International African American Museum with Venue Cost Consultants in the 
amount of $51,400 to provide cost control oversight services during the design 
development phase and at completion of the design development phase (35% 
level drawings).  

(Public Service: Approval for Palmetto Gunite to repair a brick arch at 51 George 
Street damaged in the past by the installations of an SCE&G vault in the amount of 
$45,892.12.  The City will be pursuing reimbursement for this expense.  This is an 
emergency repair due to a street collapse.   

(Legal Department: Request authority for the Mayor to execute the Trademark 
License Agreement between Spoleto and the City of Charleston granting the City a 
license to use the mark “Piccolo Spoleto” without paying any royalties to Spoleto 
for its use and in the event Spoleto stops conducting the Spoleto Festival in the 
City of Charleston, Spoleto will assign Spoleto marks to the City. 

(Approval of a Programmatic Agreement among the National Park Service, SC State 
Historic Preservation Office, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the SC 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism and the City of Charleston regarding 
DeReef Park.  

(Approval of 2016-2017 Street Vendor Spaces  
 (Approval of 2016-2017 Bid Specifications for Street Vendor Spaces 
 (Approval of 2016-2017 Franchise Agreement for Vendor Spaces 
  (Request authorization of the Mayor to execute the attached Easement and 

License Agreement between the City and the U.S. General Services Administration 
(TMS: 457-12-04-016; 101 Broad Street) 

(Request authorization of the Mayor to execute the attached Temporary Access 
License Agreement between the City and the North Charleston Sewer District to 
install, maintain, and remove a temporary above ground sewer line (TMS: 464-02-
00-051; 1820 Harmon Street) 

(Request approval of the Mayor to execute the attached lease agreement between 
the City of Charleston and the Medical University of South Carolina for the parking 
lot located at Fishburne Street (between Hagood and Horizon Streets), Charleston, 
SC 29403 [Fishburne Street Parking Lot (Hagood Lot)] (Councilmember Lewis 
voted nay on this item.) 

(Request authorization from the Mayor to execute the attached Resolution approving 
an amendment to the Joint County Industrial Park Agreement between Berkeley 
County and Williamsburg County so as to include a parcel of property for a project 
undertaken by Blackbaud, Inc. and Holder Construction Group, LLC; and a fee-in-
lieu tax agreement by and among Berkeley County, Blackbaud, and Holder 
Construction (Daniel Island) 

      (Consider the following annexations:  
 (i)  1211 Camellia Road (TMS# 351-12-00-050) 0.14 acre, West Ashley  
       (District 9)   
  (ii)  1643 Sulgrave Road (TMS# 354-02-00-043) 0.30 acre, West Ashley  
       (District 2) 

 
Give first reading to the following resolution and bills coming from Ways and Means: 
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Resolution: Consent to the Inclusion of certain property in a multi-county park for a 
project undertaken by Blackbaud, Inc. and Holder Construction Group, LLC, which is 
to be located within the City limits of the City of Charleston; and consent to the 
execution of a Fee-in-Lieu of Tax Agreement by and among Berkeley County, 
Blackbaud, Inc. and Holder Construction Group, LLC with respect to such project 
 
An ordinance to provide for the annexation of property known as 1211 Camellia 
Road (0.14 acre) (TMS# 351-12-00-050), West Ashley, Charleston County, to the 
City of Charleston, shown within the area annexed upon a map attached hereto and 
make it part of District 9. 
 
An ordinance to provide for the annexation of property known as 1643 Sulgrave 
Road (0.30 acre) (TMS# 354-02-00-043), West Ashley, Charleston County, to the 
City of Charleston, shown within the area annexed upon a map attached hereto and 
make it part of District 2. 

 
The Clerk said, “For the record, Councilmember Lewis, I will carry your ‘no’ vote on the 

MUSC item.” 
 
Councilmember Lewis said, “Thank you.” 
 
The vote was not unanimous.  Councilmember Lewis voted nay Item 13(c) of the 

Committee on Ways and Means Report. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Alright.  Bills up for second reading, we had an ordinance that 

got first reading last meeting regarding the establishment of a Poet Laureate for the City of 
Charleston.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Williams. 
 
Councilmember Williams said, “Members of Council and Mayor, we all unanimously 

agree that this position would be an asset for the City.  I’m just amending one part, and that part 
is an honorarium for the position that would be paid from a private source.  I think that was 
something that was mentioned.  I just want the ordinance to be amended that the position would 
be funded by a private source.” 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Alright.” 
 
Councilmember Gregorie said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We’ve got an amendment to add the honorarium back from 

what I understand and specify that it would be paid in private funds rather than public funds.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg recognized Councilmember Waring. 
 
Councilmember Waring said, “If it’s being provided by a private source, then why do we 

have to approve it?” 
 
Councilmember Williams said, “Well, because then the original ordinance, there was a 

question that they approve it, but the body didn’t want any public funding, and we are amending 
the ordinance to ensure that it is funded by private funds.” 
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Mayor Tecklenburg said, “It had previously read, to quote it, ‘The Poet Laureate may be 

eligible for an annual honorarium’.  I think, Councilmember Waring, Councilmember Williams 
wants to make it clear that the Poet Laureate wouldn’t be eligible, but he’s specifying that it 
would not be funded with public money, and we would probably raise the money.  We wouldn’t 
want there to be any question as to whether he’s eligible or not.” 

 
Councilmember Williams said, “Absolutely.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Is there any further discussion or questions?” 
 
Councilmember Waring said, “He or she.” 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “So the motion is, the amendment is that it allows for a 

private donation funded by private funds and not the public?” 
 
Councilmember Gregorie said, “Correct.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Correct.  You could basically reinstate ‘C’ to say, ‘The Poet 

Laureate may be eligible for an annual honorarium to be paid by private funds.’” 
 
Councilmember Williams said, “Absolutely.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Is that clear?  Is that good?” 
 
Councilmember Williams said, “Good.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Is there any discussion or questions?” 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Williams, one (1) bill (Item K-1) received second reading. 

It passed second reading on motion by Councilmember Gregorie and third reading on motion of 
Councilmember Williams. On further motion of Councilmember Lewis, the rules were 
suspended, and the bill was immediately ratified as: 

 
2016-065 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 2 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 

CHARLESTON BY CREATING A NEW ARTICLE XIII, SECTIONS 2-
397–2-401 TO ESTABLISH THE POSITION OF POET LAUREATE FOR 
THE CITY OF CHARLESTON. (AS AMENDED)  

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “Now, for bill K-2.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “We can take K-2 through K-6 together without objection.” 
 
Councilmember Gregorie said, “So moved.” 
 
Councilmember Lewis said, “Second.” 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “So moved and seconded.  Is there any discussion on any of 

those items?” 
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On a motion of Councilmember Gregorie, five (5) bills (Item K-2 through K-6) received 

second reading. It passed second reading on motion by Councilmember Lewis and third reading 
on motion of Councilmember Mitchell. On further motion of Councilmember Gregorie, the rules 
were suspended, and the bills were immediately ratified as: 

 
2016-066 AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS TO MEET 

THE LIABILITIES OF THE CITY OF CHARLESTON FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2015.  

 
2016-067 AN ORDINANCE TO RECOGNIZE THE USAGE OF ADDITIONAL 

FUNDS TO MEET ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATIONS AUTHORIZED BY 
ORDINANCE 2016-066 FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 
31, 2015. (AS AMENDED)  

 
2016-068 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ANNEXATION OF 

PROPERTY KNOWN AS 1715 WEST AVALON CIRCLE (0.48 ACRE) 
(TMS# 352-13-00-116), WEST ASHLEY, CHARLESTON COUNTY, TO 
THE CITY OF CHARLESTON, SHOWN WITHIN THE AREA ANNEXED 
UPON A MAP ATTACHED HERETO AND MAKE IT PART OF DISTRICT 
9.  

 
2016-069 AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE ANNEXATION OF 

PROPERTY KNOWN AS 1897 SAM RITTENBERG BOULEVARD (0.33 
ACRE) (TMS# 351-14-00-078), WEST ASHLEY, CHARLESTON 
COUNTY, TO THE CITY OF CHARLESTON, SHOWN WITHIN THE 
AREA ANNEXED UPON A MAP ATTACHED HERETO AND MAKE IT 
PART OF DISTRICT 7.  

 
2016-070 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTIONS 29-33(7), 29-142, 29-143, 29-

145(C)(6), 29-146, 29-148, 29-149,  29-203(D), 29-206(E) AND 29-
211(C) OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF CHARLESTON TO PROVIDE 
THAT THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LIVABILITY AND 
TOURISM AND THE MANAGER OF ARTS AND HISTORY/TOURISM 
COMMISSIONS SHALL HAVE CERTAIN DUTIES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES AS SET FORTH IN SAID SECTIONS; TO AMEND 
SECTION 29-147(A) AND (B) OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF 
CHARLESTON TO DELETE SAID SECTION THEREFROM AND 
REPLACE WITH SECTION 29-147 TO TRANSFER RESPONSIBILITIES 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF LIVABILITY AND TOURISM AND REQUIRE 
ANY LARGE BUS TO OBTAIN A PARKING PERMIT FROM THE 
DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LIVABILITY AND TOURISM 
PRIOR TO PARKING IN ANY APPROVED AREA AS SET FORTH IN 
SAID SECTION; TO AMEND SECTION 29-189(B) OF THE CODE OF 
THE CITY OF CHARLESTON TO PROVIDE THAT THE MANAGER OF 
ARTS AND HISTORY/TOURISM COMMISSIONS, IN CONSULTATION 
WITH THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LIVABILITY AND 
TOURISM, SHALL HAVE CERTAIN DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
AS SET FORTH IN SAID SECTION; TO AMEND SECTION 29-212(B)(3) 
OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF CHARLESTON TO DELETE SAID 
SECTION THEREFROM AND RENUMBER SECTIONS 29-212(B)(4) 
THROUGH SECTIONS 29-212(B)(20) TO SECTIONS 29-212(B)(3) 
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THROUGH SECTIONS 29-212(B)(19) THEREIN; TO AMEND SECTION  
29-2 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF CHARLESTON TO ADD THE 
DEFINITION OF MANAGER OF ARTS AND HISTORY/TOURISM 
COMMISSION THEREIN.   

 
Councilmember Riegel arrived at the hall at 6:32 p.m. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I think all of our bills up for first reading have been deferred.  

Now, we go back to the public hearings.  By the way, I need to sign all of these things while 
we’re in the meeting, so I’m going to work on that while we’re going back to E-5 and E-6.  Do we 
have a motion and a second to approve E-5 and E-6 under Public Hearings?  This would be the 
second reading.” 

 
Councilmember Seekings said, “So moved.” 
 
Councilmember Williams said, “Second.” 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Seekings, two (2) bills (Items E-5 and E-6) received 

second reading. It passed second reading on motion by Councilmember Williams and third 
reading on motion of Councilmember Mitchell. On further motion of Councilmember Gregorie, 
the rules were suspended, and the bills were immediately ratified as: 

 
2016-071 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 

OF CHARLESTON BY CHANGING THE ZONE MAP, WHICH IS A PART 
THEREOF, SO THAT 1897 SAM RITTENBERG BOULEVARD (WEST 
ASHLEY) (0.33 ACRE) (TMS #351-14-00-078) (COUNCIL DISTRICT 7), 
BE ZONED GENERAL BUSINESS (GB) CLASSIFICATION.  

 
2016-072 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 

OF CHARLESTON BY CHANGING THE ZONE MAP, WHICH IS A PART 
THEREOF, SO THAT 1715 WEST AVALON CIRCLE (ORANGE GROVE 
ESTATES - WEST ASHLEY) (0.48 ACRE) (TMS #352-13-00-116) 
(COUNCIL DISTRICT 9), BE ZONED SINGLE AND TWO FAMILY 
RESIDENTIAL (STR) CLASSIFICATION. 

 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “So, now, if you will bear with me while I sign a bunch of the items 

to let the public know that makes them legal.  Now, did I tell you all about Porgy and Bess?” 
 
Councilmember Gregorie said, “Yes.” 
 
There was laughter in the hall. 
 
Mayor Tecklenburg said, “But, did I tell you that Jonathan Green did all the design, set 

work, and costume design for this production.  It’s going to be unlike any production of Porgy and 
Bess.  It’s never been brought to the public.  It’s going to be fantastic.  Once again, next Monday 
night on Marion Square at 7:30 p.m., you can see it for free or at West Ashley High School next 
Tuesday at 7:30 p.m.  Tell your friends and neighbors.  You all pardon me for having to sign all 
these things.  I’ve got a long name, so it takes a little longer than Mayor Riley, for me to sign all of 
this stuff.” 
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Mayor Tecklenburg said, “I’m almost there.  Oh, Frances, are you still here?  Can we have 

a short executive session for an update on a legal matter?  Is that agreeable to Council?” 
 
Councilmember Williams said, “So moved.” 
 
Councilmember Moody said, “Second.”  
 
On a motion of Councilmember Williams, seconded by Councilmember Moody, City 

Council voted unanimously to enter into Executive Session at 6:34 p.m. 
 
On a motion of Councilmember Seekings, seconded by Councilmember Gregorie, City 

Council voted unanimously to come out of Executive Session at 6:41 p.m. 
 
No action was taken during the Executive Session. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:41 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

Vanessa Turner Maybank  
Clerk of Council 
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