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Charleston, SC (October 22, 2013): The Charleston Fire Department is proud to introduce a new addition to
its fleet with the arrival of a custom built tiller ladder truck. This 57-foot long tiller ladder was built by Pierce
Manufacturing and features a 100 foot steel ladder, seating for 5 firefighters, 249 feet of ground ladders and
an array of vehicle extrication equipment and tools. This new apparatus will be housed at Station 15, located
at 162 Coming Street on the Charleston Peninsula, and have the call sign of Ladder 104.

The tiller aerial has an extensive history in the American fire service that dates back to the late 1800’s when
larger cities like New York, Boston, and San Francisco needed to navigate narrow city streets to access multi-
story buildings. These highly maneuverable vehicles are driven by two drivers operating independent
suspensions. One driver sits in the front cab, or “tractor”, and steers the front of the apparatus while one
driver sits in the “tiller” seat, at the rear, and drives the rear of the apparatus. The drivers work in tandem to
steer the apparatus through City streets. The Charleston Fire Department featured a tiller aerial in its fleet in
the early 1930s to the late 1940’s.

The Chatrleston Fire Department will conduct extensive training with the tiller before the unit is placed into
service. The Forsyth County (GA) Fire Department has partnered with the Charleston Fire Department to
provide training and guidance on tiller operations. Several members of the CFD previously traveled to
Forsyth County for initial training and now instructors from Forsyth are in Chatleston providing training on
the new vehicle. This training will assist with the skill development from experienced members of Forsyth
County who currently operate two tiller drawn aerials apparatus. The CFD Training Division has developed a
task book for each crew member to complete before operating the tiller.

Other features of Ladder 104 include a 500 hotrsepower engine, light tower with 4 — 1500 watt flood lights,
hydraulic generator, 3 positive pressure fans, rope rescue gear, 2 thermal imaging cameras, and a full
complement of firefighter tools and equipment.

The tiller will be placed in service in mid-December upon successful training of all crew members. A specific
service date and a ceremony to welcome the apparatus to the fleet will be announced at a later date.
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