CITY OF CHARLESTON
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS - ZONING

PUBLIC COMMENT
SEPTEMBER 6, 2022
A meeting of the Board of Zoning Appeals - Zoning (BZA-Z) will be held on Tuesday, September
6, 2022 at 5:15 p.m. in the Public Meeting Room, 1st Floor, 2 George Street.
The following written comments were submitted to the Mayor’s Office of Innovation Public
Meetings Portal or staff. The comments will be provided to the board members 24 hours in
advance of the meeting and also be acknowledged into the record and summarized. The public is
encouraged to attend the meeting in person to speak in order for comments to be fully heard.
Application information will be available at www.charleston-sc.gov/bza-z in advance of the
meeting. Please check the website on the meeting date to view any withdrawn or deferred
agenda items.
For additional information, please contact:
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, PRESERVATION & SUSTAINABILITY
2 George Street, Suite 3100 Charleston, SC 29401 | (843) 724-3781
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A meeting of the Board of Zoning Appeals - Zoning (BZA-Z) will be held on Tuesday, September 6, 2022 at 5:15 p.m. in the Public Meeting Room, 1st Floor, 2 George
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BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS Agenda - Tuesday, September 6/ Item # 8 9 & 11
Elliott Street - "After the Fact" request for special exception for the pool
equipment housing. My name is Rainey Evans and I am a lifetime resident of
Charleston. I have resided at 14 Bedons Alley for the past 25 years. I strenuously
OBJECT to the request now before you to give a special exception to the owner of
#9 & #11 Elliott Street to add the features listed to the owner’s already
disproportionate, offensive structure. It appeared suddenly above the wall so this
is our first chance to comment. However, we have called the City on many
occasions to complain about the party noise problem. It, and the pool itself, is far
too close to the historic wall and threathens its stability. The wall has been
protected for over 100 years. How did the owner get a permit to situate the pool
so close to the wall?! And then add that outlandish wooden stand?! First hurricane
and it will be in the pooI. I was majorly shocked to see the construction crew
walking back and forth on the wall working on the equipment housing and on to
the neighbor’s property without permission. This was and is, unacceptable ! Our
quiet, respectable neighborhood has morphed on the weekends into a mini Las
Vegas around the pool with its colored strobe lights lasting into the wee hours,
blaring music and screeching laughter. Needless to say this is so offensive to the
residents who work diligently to keep our neighborhood ambiance and beauty as
it was when we moved here. We value our lifestyle and are willing to stand
together for our, here-to-for, long enjoyed, peace and quiet. We ask that you
respect our way of life as long time residents. I ask that this request be denied
with no chance for refiling. That the structure be removed and placed elsewhere on
the owners property, at the owner’s expense, and placed the required number of
feet from ALL THREE WALLS. Thank you in advance. Rainey Evans 14 Bedons
Alley Charleston 843-577-5666
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Item
Date/Time
Description
Submitted
9 & 11 Elliott, Aug 27 2022
Charles Towne
1:56PM
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10 Bedons Alley,
Charleston, SC
29401
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I am the owner of #10 Bedons Alley, with visual proximity to the above mentioned
location. I am particularly concerned that a deliberate violation of a PERMIT
acquisition is the foundation of this request for exception. The property owner is a
practicing attorney, who knowingly sought to avoid the requirement of a permit.
There is ample precedent for all neighbors in this close community to contact each
other when construction issues of all kinds arise, and seek consensus and helpful
opinion. This violation not only occurred with intention and avoidance of neighbor
communication, but the resulting expansion and vertical extension does not in any
way meet CODE requirements that we are all subject to and follow lawfully. The
legal setback requirement is particularly significant here when the construction had
other opportunities (garage use for pool & HVAC) and the historic original walls
are forced to align with a non-conforming setback. It seems only fair and prudent
that the structure be removed and placed elsewhere on the property, and with
compliance to the required number of feet from all original SHARED walls.
Granting any exception, especially when “after the fact” is a deliberate attempt
to modify the outcome for personal satisfaction, sets an unfortunate precedent of
unfairness and disregard for the historic and aesthetic preservation. Respectfully,
Victoria F. Hodges 10 Bedons Alley
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Date/Time
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Submitted
9 and 11 Elliot Aug 30 2022
Street.
12:07PM
Charlestowne
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Cindy Wofford

8C Elliott Street

As a resident of Elliott Street directly located across the street from 9 Elliott, I
encourage the request for exemption be DENIED. The equipment should have
never been installed “mid-air” - as it was done so without approval by the city.
There is a very detailed approval process for a reason - and requesting approval
“after the fact” should never be allowed. It destroys the city’s perview process.
The equipment encroaches on the property line and shared brick wall of immediate
neighbors. Restrictions to encroachment of that wall need enforcing. The equipment
is a physical and visible eyesore looming over the neighborhood’s respectfully
protected brick wall for both the residents and all tourists who are encouraged to
enjoy the serene beauty of our historic street and architecturally respected
neighborhood. The equipment is a safety hazard for all surrounding properties
with the approach of hurricane season. Unfortunately, your committee cannot
correct the increase of noise and lights and increase of traffic on the street that
the pool parties are creating. You can, however, correct the non-compliance
eyesore visuals of the current location of the pool equipment. Many thanks for
your strong voice of DENIAL of this request. And - many thanks for protecting and
preserving the beauty of our city via your enforcement of process.

Victor Sellier

2 Bedons Alley,
Charleston

This “after the fact” application for a special exception should be emphatically
denied, both because of its immediate structural and cosmetic effects, but also
because of the dangerous precedent it would set for those considering making non
conforming changes to structures in our neighborhood, and throughout historic
districts of Charleston. There is ample evidence that the applicant was fully aware
that his project was non conforming, yet nevertheless chose to proceed with the
work with a total disregard for the impact on his neighbors, and the integrity of
the regulations intended to protect the architectural culture of our neighborhood.
With the amount of renovation work being done, and planned, in our community,
many eyes will be on this decision, and if approved, that action will reinforce the
philosophy that “it is better to ask for forgiveness, than to ask for permission”. The
BZA should fulfill its responsibility to our neighborhood, and to the broader
Charleston community, by rejecting this after the fact special exception.
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458-09-03- 9 and 11 Elliott Aug 31 2022
101
Street
3:13PM
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#8

9 & 11 Elliot

Aug 31 2022
10:14AM
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Sandra Mohlmann 16 Bedons Alley,
Charleston, SC
29401

Submitted Comment
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I am a long time Bedons Alley resident (30 years). I am writing with concerns
TMS #458about the platform at 9-11 Elliott Street. After talking to the BZA office I was
09-03-101
surprised to learn the request for the special exception AFTER THE FACT at 9-11
Elliott was not the Height of the High Rise Platform but the distance of the High Rise
Platform from the Historic Wall, which should be 3’ and is only 1’. My concern is
the height of the platform with its multiple tanks, mechanical equipment and air
conditioner. From the garden view it looks like this platform could have been built
below the wall height. Which makes the dangerous high-rise platform at #9-11
Elliott especially egregious; erected without thought or care for the visual impact
on the neighbors. The platform height rises above the historic wall and is a blight
to behold. Obviously the homeowner agrees. A privacy fence hiding the large
containers and mechanical items from the garden/pool of 9-11 Elliott was built
after the initial platform was completed 2 + months ago. Only In the last few
weeks has a privacy fence been added to the open (north) side of the platform. Is
this platform safe? Is it insured? Will the mechanical items on top of the platform
be safe during a Hurricane? Fall over the wall, topple into the pool, fly through the
air? Is 9-11 Elliott allowed access to the wall? The architectural drawings show an
access gate on the east side of the platform, yet the ladder ends at the top of the
wall. The workmen stood on the wall the entire time while erecting the fence. Were
they trespassing? If they had fallen into the neighboring garden below and been
injured who would be responsible? The photograph taken from ground level on
Elliott Street is looking UP at this structure. "Shooting up" from the ground
effectively "screens" the mechanicals from view. It is NOT the view I see from my
window which is eye level. I hope that you address this situation. It is the
obligation of every resident living in such close quarters to be respectful and
considerate of their neighbors. My concern in granting any exception, especially
“after the fact” sets an unacceptable precedent. What happens the next time a
homeowner fails to do his/her due diligence and applies for a “special exception”
after the fact? Respectfully, Sandra L. Mohlmann
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9 & 11 Elliott
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Sep 1 2022
2:57PM

