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that piles will be used for this new construction. Having witnessed the adverse 
impact of driving piles on nearby residential projects in other cities over the last 
few decades, we are greatly concerned about the construction impact on adjoining 
homes. What are the proposed mitigating steps to prevent adverse impacts for 
vibration, sound and noise on the neighborhood particularly for many single pane 
historic windows? We are hopeful based on your excellent work over the years that 
any permits will be for a project that harmonizes with and becomes part of the 
fabric of our quaint and historic neighborhood. We are hopeful you will carefully 
consider our objections to the project as currently proposed and are hopeful further 
changes are made to insure it conforms to the size, scale, massing of this historic 
neighborhood in conformance with your stated policy statement. Respectfully 
submitted, Thomas A. Maher and Nancy K. Maher 19 Gibbes Street Charleston, 
S.C. 29401 

  
 

9. 25 East Battery Street 
TMS # 457-16-04-081 | BAR2023-001216 
Category 1 | Charlestowne | c. 1885 | Old and Historic District 
Request conceptual approval for reconstruction of south piazza stairs, modification of wall, 
equipment enclosure on carriage house, and add roof cresting on main house.  

Owner:  Robert Honeycutt     
Applicant:  Glenn Keyes Architects 
No Comments Submitted 
 
 

10. 309 King Street 
TMS # 457-04-04-097 | BAR2023-001092  

 NR | c. pre-1884 | Old and Historic District 
Request preliminary approval for storefront renovations.  

Owner:  Redline Property Partners - Andrew Webb      
Applicant: Chipman Design Architecture 
 

1 Comment Submitted: 

• Rich Yessian, 301 B and 301C King Street 
Submitted to Staff on Sept. 12, 2023 

See attached letter. 
  

11. 127 King Street 
TMS # 457-12-02-046 | BAR2023-001217 
NS | Harleston Village | c. 1975 | Old and Historic District 
Request conceptual approval for rear elevator tower. 

Owner:  Eric Roden     
Applicant:  Babak Bryan 
No Comments Submitted 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on Page 7 
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12. 10 Limehouse Street 
TMS # 457-11-04-050 | BAR2023-001121 
Category 2 | Charlestowne | c. 1858 | Old and Historic District 
Request approval for hardscape modifications. 

Owner:  Megan Phillips     
Applicant:  Wertimer & Cline 
No Comments Submitted 
 

  
13. 110 Beaufain Street 

TMS # 457-04-03-022 | BAR2023-001218 
Category 2 / 1 | Harleston Village | c. 1838 | Old and Historic District 
Request conceptual approval for modification to rear addition and replacement of doors and 
windows. 

Owner:  Ben & Kate Towill     
Applicant:  Rhett Morgan 

 
1 Comment Submitted: 

• Laura Wickman Hipp 
Submitted Voice Message to Staff on Sept. 11, 2023 

I would request that the windows at 110 Beaufain Street not be changed from 
9 over 9. They are the original windows with thin mullions and they are in great 
condition and that defines the look of the house. If they have to be changed, 
then please leave the ones facing Beaufain Street as they are which gives the 
house its authenticity as a historic Charleston single house.  

 
 

14. 65 South Street  
TMS # 459-09-03-068 | BAR2023-001219 
Category 4 | East Side | c. 1895 | Old City District 
Request conceptual approval to elevate house and add new rear addition. 

Owner:  Joseph & Christine Fadel     
Applicant:  Becky Fenno 
No Comments Submitted 
 

  
 
PUBLIC MEETING ACCOMMODATIONS: 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, people who need alternative formats, ASL 
(American Sign Language) Interpretation, or other accommodation, should please contact Janet 
Schumacher at 843-577-1389 or schumacherj@charleston-sc.gov three business days prior to the 
meeting. 
 

mailto:schumacherj@charleston-sc.gov


CITY OF CHARLESTON 
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26 Wentworth Street 

TMS # 458-01-03-076 | BAR2023-001212 
Category 4 | Ansonborough | c. 1841 | Old and Historic District 

Appeal of staff decision, replacement of windows. 
 

Owner: Bruce Cook 
Applicant: David Hoffman 

 





From: Laura Hollinger
To: Walsh, Christina
Cc: David Rio
Subject: 26 Wentworth renovation (TMS # 458-01-03-076 | BAR2023-001212)
Date: Monday, September 11, 2023 8:08:01 AM

CAUTION: This email originated outside of the City of Charleston. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello Mrs Walsh,

David (cc'd here) and I live across the street from Bruce and Becca Cook who as you know,
are renovating 26 Wentworth. We wanted to express our support for the Cooks' renovation at
26 Wentworth including the current windows installed. We live right across from them and
have no concerns about the appearance of their new windows as to us, they appear in keeping
with the historical windows of the neighborhood. 
We are thrilled to have them as neighbors in Ansonborough, and greatly admire the renovation
work being done at their beautiful home. It will certainly improve the aesthetic of the
neighborhood while remaining historically significant and I predict that their thorough
renovation will benefit Ansonborough for years to come.
I have also provided our opinion in the public comments for the upcoming BAR meeting
agenda on 9/14/23.

Best regards,
Laura and David

Laura Hollinger and David Rio Deiros
27 Wentworth St, Charleston, SC 29401
832-433-1492 Laura Cell

mailto:lehollinger@gmail.com
mailto:Walshc@charleston-sc.gov
mailto:driodeiros@gmail.com


From: James Gergen <jgergen@cpmfed.com> 

Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 9:19 AM 

To: Walsh, Chris'na; Pinto, Frankie; bennetl@charleston-sc.gov 

Subject: BAR-S Mee'ng Sept 14, 2023 re 26 Wentworth Street 

 

CAUTION: This email originated outside of the City of Charleston. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 

recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

Dear BAR-S Administrators and Planning Staff, 

 

Thank you for welcoming public comment in advance of your mee'ng of September 14, 2023. I am 

wri'ng regarding the repeal and possible revoca'on of the permit granted to Bruce Cook for work done 

at 26 Wentworth Street. My wife and I reside at 28 Wentworth Street, next door to the subject 

property.  We have been pleased to have Bruce and Becca Cook as our neighbors, they have been 

incredibly transparent about their work, and we have been impressed with their plans and cra>manship 

to improve 26 Wentworth. They have sought to restore the building to be more historically accurate, 

including changing the placement of the windows, while at the same 'me improving energy efficiency. 

We hope your mee'ng will result in the con'nued approval of their permit. 

 

Be well,  

 

 

 

 

James Gergen 
CEO 
1066 E. Montague Ave. | North Charleston, SC 29405  

Direct 843.740.6291  

cpmfed.com    

        
 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The material in this electronic transmission is either private, confidential, legally privileged or 

constitutes work product, and is intended only for the use of the individual(s) named above. If you are not the intended recipient, be 

advised that unauthorized use, disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action in reliance on this information is strictly 

prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately notify us by telephone or return electronic 

transmission.  

 



From: Barbara Van Husen <bhv@vhgroup.com> 

Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 11:53 AM 

To: Pinto, Frankie 

Subject: renova(ons at 26 Wentworth 

 

CAUTION: This email originated outside of the City of Charleston. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 

recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

My husband and I live at 45 Anson Street, around the corner from 26 Wentworth.  We have come to 

know Bruce and Becca Cook, who are in the process of renova(ng the house at 26 Wentworth.  We have 

been amazed and impressed with the care and a7en(on to detail the Cooks have demonstrated in 

turning this formerly deteriora(ng house into a livable gem in the Ansonborough neighborhood we all 

love. 

 

Renova(ng a very old house is difficult under any circumstances (we know, because the history of our 

200 year old house includes both good and bad renova(ons), and a respect for history has to be 

balanced with the need to produce a house that will both be livable and will withstand the next 100 (or 

200) years.  We and other neighbors with whom I have spoken believe that the Cooks have gone out of 

their way to seek permits and work within the guidelines of the Board of Architectural Review, while 

making choices (e.g., for windows) that are both aesthe(cally pleasing and prac(cal. 

 

We urge BAR to consider how important it is to have good neighbors who will keep this neighborhood 

alive.  I would be happy to speak further with one of your representa(ves on this topic. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Barbara Van Husen 

45 Anson Street 

Charleston SC 29401 



Bruce & Barbara Cook 
26 Wentworth St 

Charleston, SC 29401 
305 978 2677 

 
 

September 11, 2023 
 
 
 
City of Charleston 
2 George St., 
Suite 3100 
Charleston, SC 29401 
 
AIn: Frankie Pinto, Bar-S Administrator 
 
 

Re: BAR-S MeeQng Agenda September 14, 2023 
RenovaQon - 26 Wentworth St., Charleston, SC 29401 

 
Good morning. Thank-you for your correspondence Friday informing of us this Staff decision 
appeal and subsequent elevaQon to the BAR-S meeQng this Thursday. We will be aIending. 
 
This BAR appeal news finds us very disappointed in our building permit experience, that Staff 
the community has entrusted with these permit decisions can easily be overturned. It also 
comes the same week we find BAR / Building Department refusing a permit for replacement of 
our HVAC system on our roof – one that has been there for over 45 years. The removal from the 
roof area has cost an addiQonal $14,000 and affected livability within this very small “kitchen” 
house.  
 
Since posQng the BAR noQce on our home Friday, we have had overwhelming support for our 
renovaQon and material selecQons from many neighbors, including every neighbor that can see 
the home. We find it interesQng that no one has heard of the complainer David Hoffman. Is he a 
resident of our neighborhood? Does he walk by the house oben? One neighbor has suggested 
he is a lawyer being paid by an anonymous person that will not be honorable and speak up 
directly. We believe the complainer is not speaking for our neighborhood. Is the complainer 
paying for the retrofit of the windows? Cost - $6,000. 
 
We chose these MARVIN brand double glazed windows for several reasons. Visually, they are 
individual pane windows, double hung – a 1,000 people could walk down the street and noQce 
no difference. They look and appear historic. Wentworth St is a very busy traffic street – loud 
with car fumes, the small home has us living 7’ from the street, the windows afford us much 
beIer livability with the street noise, operable and completely sealed. Most importantly, they 



are heading in the right direcQon of being eco-friendly. HeaQng and cooling costs for this liIle 
home with the single pane was exorbitant. Finally, which should be paramount to the BAR 
Board is maintenance. We are stewards of this home sehng it up for another 100 years with 
very liIle maintenance required. You only have to walk around the historic neighborhoods and 
see a mulQtude of painters at any Qme fixing old windows year aber year. Our home will look 
like day one in 50 years.  
 
The windows replaced in this home were installed between 1970 and 2015. None of the 
locaQons were original to the kitchen house uQlity building. Completely roIed, these cheap 
single pane windows were inoperable and had aluminum storm windows installed over to help 
with livability. These types of windows have a short life expectancy, why keep making the same 
mistake? 
 
Historic Society……we are very much champions of the “historic” part of our community, we 
also have to remember the “society” part. It’s people actually living in these 200-year-old plus 
homes, invesQng in upkeep we are all proud of. We trust you will be conQnuing to support you 
and your staff’s original decision and the BAR Board will support that decision and your ability 
to guide these restoraQons through the City’s processes. 
 
 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
Bruce Cook 
Owner – 26 Wentworth 
 



CITY OF CHARLESTON 

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW – SMALL

             
309 King Street 

TMS # 457-04-04-097 | BAR2023-001092 
NR | c. pre-1884 | Old and Historic District 

Request preliminary approval for storefront renovations. 
 

Owner: Redline Property Partners - Andrew Webb 
Applicant: Chipman Design Architecture 

 



301C King Street, Charleston, SC 29401 

May 10, 2023 

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW - SMALL 
309 KING STREET PROJECT – UNCOMMON JAMES 

I’m writing to provide my position on the BAR-S application for the building at 309 King Street. 

As the owner of the residential condo at 301C King Street, overlooking the outdoor space, and 

along with my partners in the overall building at 301 King, I’d like to address a couple items that 

are of concern.  

I have additionally spoken with Lauren Fox, owner of 307 King Street, and Chip Ervin, owner of 

313 King Street, both having retail and residential units nearby, who agree with this position. 

We are happy to see this space being occupied by a retailer, but do want to point out that the 

application mentions use of the outdoor space for “public and private gatherings”…”that may 

extend past normal business hours but not past midnight.” This would seem to be more for 

zoning, but does state that zoning approvals would be addressed during a review of building 

permit submittal, which doesn’t seem to give us an opportunity. 

While I don’t expect this to be of great concern with this business, without a full understanding of 

the use for events outside and up until midnight, we would like to state the following: 

1. The outdoor space is directly adjacent to Lauren Fox’s residential units, including 

windows into these units. This was previously blocked by a wall for privacy and likely 

helped with sound during Mellow Mushroom’s tenancy. This should be restored in some 

way to provide more privacy than the proposed retractable screen, and by adding some 

sound attenuation. 

2. As its unclear how often, but also suggesting late night use till midnight, we would 

request due to the residences, that the time for outdoor use should be reduced to 10pm. 

Mellow Mushroom’s business hours only went to 10pm and thus patron noise on that 



2 

deck was not an issue, even as they finished their food & drinks and paid checks, to 

eventually leave a little beyond that time. 

3. It is also requested to not allow amplified sound/music in this outdoor area, at least not 

past a specific time, prior to the 10pm time above. With it being such close proximity to 

our residences, and literally adjacent to windows of Ms. Fox’s apartments, amplified 

sound will be an issue if regularly occurring. 

As mentioned, we are happy to welcome Uncommon James to this building, and mostly expect 

that even the outdoor use above will not be an issue, but by stating the above positions, we can 

ensure that it is not overtly used in a way that will impact our peaceful enjoyment of our 

residences. 

Sincerely, 

 

Rich Yessian 

Owner, 301C King Street 

Partner, 301B King Street 


