CERTIFICATION NOTICE

TAXICABS STRETCHER VAN
NON-EMERGENCY LIMOUSINES
SHUTTLES HOUSEHOLD GOODS

CHARTER BUS

If you are engaged in, or are planning on starting any of the
above Transportation for Hire businesses, you must apply for
a certificate from:

The South Carolina Public Service Commission (PSC)
101 Executive Center Dr., Suite 100, Columbia, SC 29210

This pertains to trips originating and terminating within the State of
South Carolina only (INTRASTATE)

For applications, call (803) 896-5100, email the PSC at
contact@psc.sc.aov or visit their website at www.psc.sc.gov




City of Charleston, South Carolina
APPLICATION FOR ORIGINAL CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY OR
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE FOR TAXI CAB/LIMOUSINE

Applicant name (first/m.i./last):

Applicant street address:

City: State: Zip

Contact telephone number(s): 1 cell: O home:

Email address:

Business name:

Business street address:

City: State: Zip

Business telephone number(s):

fs your business a:
0 corporation Q limited liability company Q partnership Q sole proprietorship

Please list all directors/officers/owners and percent ownership:

2. Number of vehicles actually owned including extra or spare cars?

Number of vehicles operated?

3. Number of vehicles for which a certificate of public convenience and necessity is desired?
Q taxicab QO limousine
4, Net worth of owner or applicant over and above all debts, judgments, claims, and demands

whatsoever? $

5. Are there any unpaid or unbonded judgments of record against owner or applicant, and if so,

the title of all actions and the amount of all judgments? 1 no Q yes (list below)
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6. List year, make, model, and passenger capacity of each vehicle for which application for a
certificate of public convenience is made. Use additional sheet if needed.

7. | Criminal court record, if any, of the applicant, or if the applicant is a corporation, the criminal
court record of the officers, directors, and supervising employees thereof, including the general
manager, if any (please attach)? O no 0 yes

8. | Any liens, mortgages, or other encumbrances on vehicles, and if so, the amount and character
thereof? Q no Q yes (if yes, please list below and use separate sheet if needed)

9. | Ifthere will be other operators of applicant’s vehicles, will they be employees or independent
contractors? O employees U4 independent contractors U non-applicable

10. | If this is a transfer of ownership, give name, address, and phone number of current owner
below.

Required Documents to be Attached to Application

A certified copy of articies (if applicable)

B. Copy of registration card for each vehicle for which a certificate of public convenience and
necessity is desired

C. Criminal court record(s)
Copy of the ORS certificate of public convenience and necessity

E. Certificate of Liability Insurance issued to the Department of Traffic and Transportation, 180
Lockwood Blvd, Suite C, Charleston SC 29403 (may fax to 843-722-5956)

F. If business is a LLC, Inc., etc., a lease agreement is required if vehicle(s) is not in business
name.

G. | Application fee of $5 per vehicle (check or money order only and made payable to the City of

Charleston)
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APPLICANT CERTIFIES:

1. That (s)he is financially able to furnish services in this application.

2. That {s)he understands that the City requires a reasonable time to investigate the information
contained in this application. Applicant will cooperate with the City by supplying additional
information as requested.

3. That (s)he is familiar with the Vehicles for Hire Ordinance set forth in Chapter 31 of the Code of
the City of Charleston relating to vehicles for hire, the annual City Business License Ordinance,
the pertinent laws of the State of South Carolina, and the Rules and Regulations of the South
Carolina Department of Public Safety and the South Carolina Public Service Commission, to the
extent that they apply to the proposed operation, and hereby pledges compliance therewith.

4. That all statements contained in the above application are true and correct.

Wherefore, applicant requests that City Council grants the certificate applied herein,

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON

Applicant Signature

Printed Name

Acknowledged before me this day of 20

My Commission Expires:

NOTARY PUBLIC

Revised 01/24/14
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NOTICE

Per City Code Sec. 31-93, (b), 9, a certificate of public
convenience and necessity may not be granted if the
company name as it appears on the vehicle would
cause confusion as to the type of business being
operated or confusion with any existing business.
Examples of this would be both taxi and limo in the
name, the use of cab or taxi in a limousine company
name, or the use of limo in a taxi company name. Also
the name of the company cannot be of a similar name
of an existing taxi or limousine company operating in
the City of Charleston.



Ratification

Nember_ZodS = ot

AN ORDINANCE

TO AMEND CHAPTER 31, VEHICLES FOR HIRE, TO PROVIDE
CONBISTANT RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE OPERATION OF
LIMOUSINES, TaXI CABS, AND TRANSPORTATION NETWORK
COMPANIES, TO MODIFY THE RATES THAT MAY BE CHARGED FOR
SUCH SERVICES, TO PROHIBIT PUBLIC VEHICLES FOR HIRE PICKING
UP AND DISCHARGING PASSENGERS ON PORTIONS OF KING AND
MARKET STREETS DURING THE HOURS OF 12:30 A.M. UNTIL 3:00 A.M.

§ FRIDAYS THROUGH SUNDAYS EXCEPT THAT TAXI CABS MAY USE

* DESIGNATED TAXI STANDS ON BOTH OF THESE STREETS DURING
THESE HOURS, aND TO FURTHER ORGANIZE AND CLARIFY THE
RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE OPERATIONS OF
LIMOUSINES, TAXI CABS, AND TRANSPORTATION NETWORK
COMPANIES. (AS AMENDED) .

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS IN CITY
COUNCIL ASSEMELED:

Sectionl.  Chapter 31, Article IIf and Article IV, of the Code of the City of
Charleston is bereby deleted in fis entirety and replaced with the following words,
phrases, and paragraphs which shall read as follows:

“Axticle IT. — Limousines, taxi cabs and transportation network companies
Division L ~Definitions.
Sec, 31-36. Definitions.

Unless otherwise expressly stated or the context clearly indicates a
different intention, the following terms shall, for the purpose of this Chapter, have
the meanings indicated in this section:

“Agent or Representative™ shall mean the person or persons that a licenses has
authorized to:

(1} File applications, rates, and charges on. behalf of the Hmousine, taxi
cab, or TNC;

(2) Receive and acespt all comespondence and notices from the city
pertaining to the limousine company, taxi ¢ab company, TNC, or to
affiliated drivers operating with these companies; and,

(3) Forward any comespondencs, notices andfor legal process received by
the licensee and intended for an affiliated driver operating within the
Hcenses’s company.

“Certificate” shsll mean a certificate of public convemience and necessity
approved by city council.

“Certificate of Operation” shall mesn the sticker provided by the revenue
collections department to a driver or endorsed driver who is operating an endorsed
vehicle or a vehicle that meets all of the requirements of this chapter.

“Compensation™ shall mean remuneration or anything of economic vakue that is
provided, promised, or donated primarily i exchange for services rendersd. This
includes, but is not limited to voluntary donations, fee-sharing between a taxi cab
or transportation network company, and an affiliated driver, and passenger.

“Day Time Hours” shall mean the hours including and between 35:00 am. and
midnight 9:08-ps=.

“Driver” shall meen any person licensed in accordance with this chapter that is in
actual charge of the operation of a limousine, taxi ¢ab, or transportation network
company vehicle, whether as owper or agent, lessee or employee of the owner.

“Endorsed driver” shafl mean a driver that has been endorsed by zn affiliated
limousine company, taxi cab company, or TNC and authorized to provide for hire
transportation services within the city for that company.

“Endorsed vehicle™ shall mean a vehicle endorsed by the affiliated limousine
company, taxi cab company, or TNC and suthorized to provide for hire
transportation services within the city. An endorsed vehicle has received a
certificate of operation as defined in this chapter.

“Licensee” shall mean the holder of or a person that is required to hold, a
certificate of public convenience and necessity for the operation of a Hmousine
company, 2 taxi cab company, or z tramsportation metwork company issued
pursuant to this chapter.

“Limousine™ shali mean any motor vehicle equipped to carry up to fifteen {15)
passengers that engage in transporting passengers for hire that has a Class C
Charter Certificate issued by the South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff, that
accepts passengers exclusively on a pre-arranged basis, and which remuneration
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is determined on an hourly basis. Limousines shall operate with imousine license
plates and conform to the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards for such
vehicles and be equipped for operation on all public strects, roads, interstates and
other highways; however, such temn shall not be construed to include buses, taxi
¢abs or transportation network vehicles,

“Manifest” shall mean a daily record, prepared by the licensee or electronically,
of all trips made by each Iimousine, taxi cab, or TNC velticle owned, or operated
on its behalf showing the time and place of origin, destination and time of
delivery to destination, and the amount of the fare for each trip.

“Night Time Hours” shalt mean the hours including and between midnight 5:00
pmeand 35:00 am.

“Operation of a fransportation pefwork vehicle or operating a transportation
network vehicle” shall mean offering, making available, or using a transportation
retwork vehicle to provide a transportation network service, including any time
when a driver is logged onto the transportation network provider’s internet-
enabled application or digital platforn showing that the driver is available to pick
up passengers; when 2 passenger is in the vehicle; when the provider’s records
show that the vehicle is en route; or when the driver has accepted 2 rde request
and i in route to provide a transportation network service to a passenger.

“Owner” shall mean any entity to which a certificate of public convenience and
necessity for the operation of 2 business providing or aranging for transportation
services for hire has been issued.

“Peninsula” shall mean the area bounded by Mount Pleasant Street to the North,
the battery to the south, the Cooper River to the Fast, and the Ashley River to the
west,

“Person” shall mean 2 natural person, corporation, trust, estate, partuership,
incorporated or wmincorporated association or amy other lagal entity.

“Place of business in the City of Charlestor” shall mean & location within the City
of Charleston where (1) the city may send, and the licensee shal accept, notices
of hearing or other notices from the city; and (2) a place where records required
by this chapter may be viewed and copied unless provided electronically within
12 hours of a request.

“Public vehicle for hire” shall mean a Jimousine, taxi cab, or transporiation
network vehicle that has been endorsed, owned, leased or operated by a Licenses.

“Rideshare” shall mean the traveling of two (2) or more persons by any mode of

private passenger vehicle, including, but not limited to, carpooling, vanpooling, or
bus pooling to any location incidental to another purpose of the vebicle operator

3

for which corpensation is neither accepted, collected, encouraged, promoted, or
requested,

“Taxi cab” shall mean any motor vehicle equipped to carry less than fifteen (15}
passengers, that engages in fransporting pessengers for hire, that has a Class C
taxi certificate issued by the South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff, that
operates upon any public street, road or highway in the City of Charleston on call
or demand, accepting or soliciting passengers indiscriminately for hire between
such points along such street, wad or highway as may be directed by the
passenger so being transported, and which remuneration is determined on z per
trip basis. Taxi cabs shall have taxi license plates, Taxi cabs shall conform to the
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards for such vehicle and is equipped for
operation on all public streets, roads, and interstate and other highways; futther
provided, however, that such term shall not be construed to ivchude buses,
limousines, or transportation petwork company vehicles.

“Taximeter” shall mean an  instrument or device attached to a iaxi cab
mechanically measuring the distance, time or zone unit upon which the fare to be
charged the passenger shall be based, and recording by figures on the dial of the
device the fare as it accmes.

“TNC” shall mean a Transportation Network Company,

“Transportation Network Company (TNC)” shall mean a person or entities
affiliated with drivers that provide transportation application services via one (1)
unique tansportation application system to compect endorsed drivers with
pessengers for the tramsport of passengers for compensstion and meeting the
Heensing requirements and any other requirements under this chapter.

“Waiting time” shall mesn all of the time when a limousine, taxi cab, or TNC
vehicle is not in motion, occupied by a passenger, and the time consumed while
standing at the direction of a passenger, or person who has engaged such public
vehicle for hire.

Secs. 31-37—31-40. - Reserved.,
Division IL — Certificates of operation.

Sec. 31-41. - Reqquired,

No limousine company, taxi cab company, or TNC shall be Ycensed to do
business in or use the streets of the city unless there shall have been approved by
¢ity council a certificate of public convenience and necessity therefor.

Sec. 31-42. - Application: conitents.
All persons applying to the city council for a certificats of public convenience and
necessity for the operation of ene (1) or more Emousine, taxi cab, or a TNC shall




file with the city council 2 swom application therefor, on forms provided by the
iraffic and transportation department stating as follows:

(1}  The nawe and address of the owner, and in the event that the owner is a
corporation, a certifted copy of the articles of incorporation;

(2}  Thelocation of their place of business in the City of Charleston, the name
of their agent, and an address and telephone number for their agent;

(3)  The number of endorsed vehicles actually owned and the nuimber of
endorsed vehicles operating on behalf of such owner on the date of such
application;

“@ The number of vehicles for which a certificate of public convenience and
necessity is desired;

(3}  The PSC/ORS certificate number and a copy of the ORS certificate of
public convenience aud necessity;

{6)  Theapplication fee as approved by ¢ity council; and,
(7 Such othter information as the ¢ity council may in its discretion require.

Sec. 31-43. - Report of traffic and transportation committee on application.
(1} No certificate required by this division shall be granted wmtil the traffic and
transportation committee of the city council shall report o the question of public
convenjence and necessity.

(2} In determining whether public convenience and necessity regquires the
licensing of a company offering public vehicles for hire or TNC services,
consideration shall be given to the following:
a. Whether the demand of the public requires additional limousine,
taxi cab, or TNC services;
b. The adequacy of existing mass transportation and Limousine, taxi
cab and TNC services;
¢. + The effect which such additional iimousine, taxi cab, or TNC
service may have upon traffic congestion and parking;
d. Whether the additional limonsine, taxi cab, or TNC service will
result in a greater hazard to the publie;
8 Whether the company name or trade dress as it appears on the
vehicle would cause confusion as to the type of business being operated or
confusion with any existing business.
£ Such other relevant facts as may be deemed advisable or
necessary, including tut not limited to, the financial responsibility and
experience of the business owner, the ability of the business owner to earn
a fair retum on the capital invested, and the munber, kind, 2nd type of
equipment and the color scheme ¢ be used.

(3)  The burden of showing public convenience and necessity shall rest upon
the applicant.

Sec. 31-44. - Continaance,

{1}  Pdor to the termination of each calendar year, the director of traffic and
fransportation may continue in fuli force and effect any certificate previously
authorized by the traffic and transportation committee under this division, for the
ensuing year, in the absence of any evidence regarding the lack of qualifications
of the owner of the certificate.  Fee statements for the agtomatic renewal of the
certificate will be postmarked by end of December and payment in full of the fees
for the certificate ate due on or about the 31* day of January.

(2}  Whenever any mnformation submitted on the application for a cerfificate of
public convenience and necessity changes, the owmer, within forty-eight (48)
hours of the change, shall inform the traffic and transportation department of the
change.
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(1)  Certificates issued under this division may be suspended or revoked by the
traffic and transportation committee at any time when:

a The certificate holder's record of performance is unsatisfactory as
evidenced by the issuance of five criminal citations in 2 year;

b. The certificate holder fails to operate his or her limousine
company, taxi cab company, or TNC in accordance with the provisions of
this chapter:

o, The limousine company, taxi cab company; or TNC charges or
deducts a fare other than agreed upon or as provided by this chapter; or,

d. The owner's ORS certificate of public convenience and necessity is
revoked or suspended.

(2}  No certificate shall be revoked wnless and until seven (7) days' notice of a
heating shall have been given to the holder of such certificate and such, hearing is
duly had thereon, such notice to contain the reasons for ptoposed suspension or
revocation.

(3}  Certificates which shall have been suspended or revoked by the traffic and
transportation committee shall forthwith be surrendered to the director of taffic
and transportation and the operation of any limousine, taxi cab, or TNC vehicle
covered by such certificate shall cease immediately.

Sers, 31-46—31-75. - Reserved.

Division III. — Chauffer*s Licenses.




Sec. 31-76. - Reguired.

No person shall drive a limousine, taxi cab or TNC endorsed vehicle within the
city without first having obtained either 4 chauffer’s license from the Charleston
Police Departirent or a driver endorsement issued by a licensee.

Sec. 31-77. - Data reqguired of applicant.
(1}  Each applicent for chauffer’s license issued by the City of Charleston
shall make his or bher epplication on forms to be provided by the police
depertment. Such application shall be completed by the applicant with ail
requested information and shall be signed and swom to by the applicant. Any
false statement made by an applicant in applying for a chauffer's license shall
invalidate the license fssued to such applicant. The applicant must submit
along with bis chautler's license appiication the loflowing documents and
information:
z. Signed medical staterent from the applicant cortifying that they
do pot have a documented or known physical or mental disability that
would prevent them from safely operating a vehicle and performing (he
normal duties of a driver;
b. A certified copy of their criminal background check through
SLED:
. A certified copy of their tep-year driving record through
SCDMV;
d. Copy of current South Carolina Driver's License;
e The name of their employer; and,
i The permit fee.
[a] Each licensee who requests 1o endorse their drivers in lieu of the City’s
licensing process shall certify to the police department that their driver
endorsement process shall include at a minimum:
a Signed medical staternenc from the applicant certifying that they
de not have a decumented or known physicat or mental disability that
would prevent them from safely operating a vehicle and performing the
normal duties of a driver;
b aten year criminal background check using a National Association
of Professional Background Screeners accredited agency;
c. 4 ten year driver's license check fror every state issuing a driver’s
license to the applicant; and,
4 anational sex offender registry search.

See. 31-78. - Qualifications of applicant.

Each applicant for a chauffer's ficense or driver endorsement shafl meet the
following requirements:

(1} Beatleast eighteen (18) vears of age:

(2} Beclean in dress and person;

)] Shall have no felony convictions in the last ten (10) years; shall have no
non-traffic gross misdemeanor or misdemeanor convictions in the last ten {10
years involving the use or threat of use of force, possession or sale of a controlled
substance, prostitution, or indecent conduct;
(4)  Shall have a driving record meeting the following standards:
a No convictions in the last ten (10) years for any of the following
offenses involving injury or death; no convictions in the last ten (10) years
for any of the following offenses not involving injury or death-
1. Hit and rum;
2. driving under the influence of an alcoholic beverage or drug; or,
3. Reckless oz carcless driving;
b. For original endorsement: No more than four {(4) moving
violations within the last three (3) years, and no more than two (2) moving

violations in the last year;
c. For annual endorsement renewal: No more than four (4) moviag
violations within the last three (3) years and no more than two (2) moving
viclations in the last year;

5 Shall have at least one {1) year’s driving experience as a lcensed driver;
(6  Has certified 10 the endorser that they do not have a documented or known
physical or mental disability that would prevent them from safely operating a
vehicle and performing the normal duties of 2 driver; and,

{7y Has not had a drdver’s license or commmercial driver’s license suspended,
revoked or non-renewed by 2 city or stats within the five (5) years immediataly
preceding their application to be a driver.

Yee. 178 - Grounds for refusal by the police department or 2 ceriifving
licensee.
The police department or a licensee shall refuse to grant or renew a chauffer's
Kcense or driver endorsement in the case of an application fror any person:
& Whose state automobile operstor’s license or whose chauffer's
license or driver endorsement to operate 4 public vehicle for hire has been
suspended, revoked, or has expired;
b. Who is required to register 4s a sex offender;
<. Who shall have previously been convicted of driving an
automobile resuiting in death to any person Juring the past ten (10
EArST
s d, Who has been 2 hebitual violator of traffic laws or & habital
user of intoxicating liguors or narcotic drugs during the past ten (10}
rEars:
€. Who shall have been convicted of 2 violation of any Jaw, state or
federal, relating to the possession with intent to distibute, sale or
trafficking of narcotic drugs dusing the past ten (10) years;




f. Who shall have been convicted, during the past ten (10} years.
sFa violation of Jaw. state or federal. which is considered to be a violem
erime as defined under South Carolina law as amended from time to
tme

2 Who shall have been convicted of driving a motor vehicle while
imoxicated during the past five (3) years; or

h. Who shall have been convicted, during the previous five (5)
years, of any other viclation of iaw, state or federal. which offense
carries a minimurn term of imprisonment of mare thar one (1) year.

Sec. 31-80. - Issuance; term.

Should the police departmenit find that the spplicant for 2 chauffer's license has
satisfactorily complied with all the ¢onditions of this division, he shall issue to
him or ber the appropriate Heense. Should a licensee find that an applicans for &
driver’s endorsement meets all of the requirements of this division: the ficsnses
shall issue to him or her a driver endorsement. Chaunffer Jicenses and driver
endorsements shall expire one year fom the date they are granted or
automatically when the driver’s emplovment terminates with the licensee for
whom the endorsement was issued £or o by.

See. 31-81. - Fees for new permits, renewals, transfers, replacements.

Al applicants for & chauffer's livense or driver’s endorsement shall pey to the
reverue collections depsriment & fee in accordance with the schedule of fees
approved by city council from Hme to time for the renewal, transfer, or
replacement of such licenss or endorsement.

Sec. 31-82. - Contents; display i vehicle or on person,

Chauffer licenses and driver eadorsements shall be maintained on the driver at all
times while the driver is operating a vehicle for hire. The driver shall be required
to present their cheuffer license or driver endorsement upon request for inspection
by 2 passenger, a police officer, or the traffic and wansportation department
Driver endorsements and chauffer’s licenses shall have the driver's photograph,
driver’s name, company neme cndersing or employing the driver, and the
expiration date of the license or endorsement.

See. 31-83. - Suspension, revecation, and surrender,
(1) The City of Charleston pofice department and its designee shall have the
authority to suspend any driver and require the sureender of his chauffer’s license
or driver’s endorsement for a period not (o exceed sixty (60} days for a violation
of this chapter or any ordinance dealing with public safety or public morals, or for
making any false statercent in his or her apphication for a chauffer's license.
(2)  The police department and its designee shall revoke a chauffer's license
or driver endorsement if the person hoiding such license or endorsement
becames ineligible for 2 license or endorsement under any of the grounds get
out in 31-7% or is convicted of any of the following:

a Petit larceny; '

b. Two (2} charges of reckless driving within the preceding twelve

(12) months;

<. Charging and collecting for any transportation service 2 sum in

excess of the lawful rates therefor: or,

4 Three (3) charges of violating any other provisions of this

chapter as now in effect or as may be hereafter amended and put into

effect, all within dhe preceding twelve (12) months.
(3  The police department, except in the cases set forth in paragraph 2 of this
section where the revocation is mandatery, after due hearing and upon not less
than five (5} days' notice in wiiting to the driver, sech notice to be sent by
registered letter to the address given by the driver when applying for such fizensc,
or if an endorsed vehicle driver to the compeny endorsing the driver which shall
constitute sufficient form of notice, may suspend, pursuant to paragraph 1. of this
section. the chauffer's [icense or driver endorsement of any person. ot 406G cas:
shown.
(4} In the event of such revocaton or suspension of such license or
endorsement, the chauffer’s license or driver endorsement shall be forthwith
aull and void, and in case of suspension only. the license or endorsement shall
be restored to the driver at the expiration of the peried of suspension. In the
cvent of a second suspension for the same cause or of a third suspension for
any cause, the police department shall revoke the license or driver
endorsement, Each such suspension shall be noted on the chauffer’s license o¢
driver endorsement,
(3} No person whose chanffer’s license or driver endorsement has been
revoked shall again be issued a chauffer's lcense or driver endorsement unless
upon the presentation of reasons satisfactoty to the police department as to wins
anew chauffer’s license or driver endorsement should be igsued.

See, 31-84. - Appeals from decision of police department,

Any person aggrieved by the action of the police department i the depial or the
revocation of a chauffer's Heense or driver endorsement shall have the right to
appedl to the traffic and transporiation committee by fling with the eity's clerk of
cauncil & petition in writing setting forth piainly, fully, and distinctly why the
decision is contrary to law. The appeat shall be filed within thirty (30) days after
the affected party receives notice of the decision of the police department. The
sole issue before the committee shall be whether the police department abused
their discretion in denying the permit,

Any persor whose appeal for 2 chaoffer's icense or driver endorsement has
been denied by the traffic and transportation committes shall wait one vear frem
the date of denial by the committee before reapplying for another chaunffers
license or dtiver endorsement.

Secs. 31-85—31-300. - Reserved.

Division IV.-Insurance Requirements.
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Sece, 31-161. - Liability insursznce policy required.

Before the issuance of & certificate of public convenience and necessity, the
licenses must provide and have accepied by the city evidence of an insvrance
pelicy or strety bond from an insurance company leensed and admitted to do
business in Scuth Carolina, an eligible surptos lines Insures pursuant to 5.C. Code
ection 38-45-96, or self-insurance in the amounts prescribed and the conditions
required by state law. as amended from time to time.

Ser. 31-102. ~ Effect of policy canceflation.

Qv In the ncnsn of caneellation of the policy of insurance or bond, as required
1, the certificate of public convenience and necessity, as provided
in &ﬁmuan 2, mrmm become nufl and void and shall immediately be surrendered by
the owner of the company 1 the director of traffic and transportation. and the
operation of any vehicle licensed or endorsed to operate under that certificate is
autornatically revoked. The failure to sumender such cerdficate of public
convenience and pecessity or the continuation of a vehicle operating under a
revoked certificate shali be violation of this chapter.

{2 Such canceliation shall not relieve the insurance or bonding company of
lisgbility from any ijury or dwnage heppening hefore sueh cancetlotion
becomes effective.

Secs. 31-103—31-113. - Reserved.
Divigion V., - Vehicle Registration.

See. 31-114. Vehicle registration.

Ne person shall operate 2 Bmousine, taxi cab, or & 'TNC endorsed velicle until
such vehicle has been registered in accordance with all of the requirements of the
state and uriil all proper licenses. inciuding a City of Charleston business license
shall have been obtained therefor,

Sec. 31-115. Proof of registration

All vehicles registered with the revenue collection departinent shall display on
their rear window 3 certificate of operation sticker issued by the city’s revenue
catlection depariment. Such certificate of operation sticker shall be issued after
receipt of proof of compliance with all of the licensing requirements of this
chapter and payment of the business license fee.

Sees. 33-116—31-126. - Reserved.
Division VL —Vehicle requirements.

Sec, 31-127. - Compliance »ith chapter prersquisite 1o operating 2 public
vehicle for hire.

No person shall operate a vehicle as & Hmousine. a taxi cab. or 2 TNC endorsed
vehicle unless it conforms 1o 8ll the provisions of this divizion.

Sec 31128, . Vehicle inspection.

Prior to using any public vehicle for hire and annually thereafier, a licensee or 2
driver of a public vehicle for hire shall have the vehicle inspected by an ASE-
certified mechanic. Drivers are required to maintain complete documentation of
such inspections in their vehicle at all times, and & wrtter copy of such
documentation shall be made available for review by the licensing official upon
request. To pass a vehicles inspecton, a vehicle shall, at a minimum, be rust-free,
damage-free, and pass an inspection of the vehicle components identified on an
approved vehicle inspection form provided by the City.

Sec. 31-129, - Inspection,

(13 The director of traffic and transportation and the chief of police shall have
the right, at any me, after displaying proper iden:ification, to eater into or upen
any vehicle for hire for the purpose of asceraining whether or not any of the
provigions of this chapter are being violated

(2)  Any public vehicle for hire found by the driver or, licenses, upon
inspection, 1o be unsafe for operarion shali have such repairs and alterations made
as may be required, and shall not operate or cause or permit to be operated any
such vehicle until 21l such repairs and alterations have been completed,

{3}  Norwithstanding paragraph (1) of this section, no public vehicle for hire
which has: visible denis on any body panels, broken glass on any windows or
mirrors, or visible unpainted body filler shall be used to transport passengers,

)] Any public vehicle for hire which is found, after jaspection, to be
unsafe or in any way unsuitable for service may be immediately ordered out of
service by the chief of police or the director of traffic and transporiation and
before again being placed in service, such vehicle shall be re-inspected and
approved by the chief ot pollee or the director of vafiic and wunsporagon for
service,

See. 31-130. — Trade dress.
A public vehicle for hire shall display. as approved by the licensing official. a
consistent and distinctive paint scherse, signage, emblem, or weap at all times
while a public vehicle for hire is being operated on the public right of way. The
distinetive prine scheme, signoge, emblern, or wrap shell be sufficientdy Jargs
and color contrasted:
a. As to be readable from ithe front and the rear of the vehicle
during daylight hours at a distance of at least fifty {5) feet; and
b, Reflective. itluminated or otherwise patently visible so as to be
seen in darkness from both the front and the rear of vehicle, end two
identify that a particular vehicle is essociated with a particuler licensee.




Acceptable forms of distinctive trade dress include, but are net lingited to.
symbols, decals, or signs on vehicle doors, windows, roofs, or grilles,
Megnetic or temporary trade dress shall not be acceptable. Licensees shail fie
an Hllustration of thele distinotive trade dress with the license official.

Secs, 31-131—31-140. - Reserved.

Division VII. General Rules Regarding Service and Operation

See. 31-F41. — Minimum standacds of service

{13 It shall be unlawful for asy person to refuse to pay for 2 public vehicls for
hire.

(2} Upon demend, the driver of a public vehicte for hire shall jssue a receipt
for the full fare charged any passenger.

(3}  Wo driver of any public vebicle for hire shall lay bold upon of take
possession of any trunk, baggage or any other article belenging to any traveler
or person without the eonsent of the ovner of such {runks, baggage or other
article.

(4)  No vehicle for hire, other than a taxi cab, may engage in cruising.
Cruising shall mean the driving, parking, stopping, or standing of 2 limousine
or TNC endarsed vehicle on the streets, alleys, or other public property for the
purpose of attracting/soliciting passengers.

(5)  MNo vehicle for hire shall be aperated except by a driver who possesses o
valid chauffer’s Hoense or a driver endorsement as set forth in division 1]
herein. .

{6} No driver shall deceive, or atlempt to deceive, any passenger who may
ride in his vehicle, or who may desire to ride in bis vehicle, as to his destination
or the rzie of fare to be charged.

{7} No driver shall knowingly vonvey any passenger, or cause him to be
conveyed, 10 2 place other than direeted by him.

(8)  No driver shall take a longer Toute to his destination than is necessary
unless so requested by a pessenger.

(%) All drivers shall comply with all reasonable and lawful requests of their
DRSSengers as o the speed of trave] and the routs te be taken.

(10)  Except for a taxi drives, no driver shall solicit passengers when, sitting in
the driver’s compatment of their vehicle or while standing immediately adiacen:
to the curb side thereof.

(11 No driver shall solicit patronage in 2 loud or annoying tone of voice, nor
shall any driver annoy any person by any sign or in any mammer, nor shall any
driver obstruct the movement of any persor or follow any person for the purpose
of soliciting patronage.

(12y  No owner, driver, or any other person shall solicis the patronage of persons
assernbled at the temninal of any comteon carrier, nor at any intermediate points
along any established rowte of such carrer, when such persons have assembled for
the purpose of using the service of such common carrier. Nothing in. fhis section

shall be construed to prohibit or interfere with a response to any call for a public
vehicle for hire made by a pedestrian.

(i3} Drivers of public vehicles for hire shall not receive or discharge
passengers in the roadway, but shall pull up to the sidewalk on the right-hand side
of the roadway, or in the absence of a sidewaik, to the right-hand side of the
roadway and there receive or discharge passeagers,

(14} No driver shall permit the swmber of persons to be cared in a public
velicle for hire at eny one (1) time to exceed the smount of passetigers specified
by the vehicle manufacturer’s original specifications without modification.
Fuather, the driver aod every occupant of the motor vekicle, when it is being
operated on the public streeis and highways of the City of Charleston. shall wear a
fastened safety belr which compiies with all applicable provisions of the Code of
Laws of South Carolina. 1976, § 56-5-6320 { Mandatory Use of Sestbehs o

amended,

(15) Whenever any taxi cab is occupied by a passenger, the drver may permit
other pecsons to occupy o7 ride in the taxi czb fram the original point of departure,
uniess the origimal passenger objects thereto,

{16) It shall be unlawful for any person to transport in a motor vehicle used in
the transporiation of passengers for hire, any aleoholic beverages. This section
shall not apply to aleoholic beverages belonging to » passenger being transported
when such aleobolic beverages are in the bagpage of such passenger.

See. 31-142. - Driver's manifests to be prepared and preserved.

(1Y Ewery driver or licensee shall maintain a daily manifest upon which is
recorded every trip made cach day. Such manifest shall show the time and
place of arigin, the time and place of destination, and the amotnt of the fare.

{2 Daily manifests are required to be kept for at least six {6} months and
they shall be made available for inspection wpor demand to the direclor of
traffic and transportation, the city police, and the city council.

Sec. 31-143. -~ Generai rules of operation,

(1}  Every public vehicle for hire shall be operated in accordance with the
laws of the state, this Code, and the other ordinances of the city and with due
regard for the safety, comfort, and convenience of passengers and for the safe
and cavefui transportation of property and for the safety of the general public.
(2 Mo vehicle for hire shall be operated in such a menner or in such a
¢ondition, when in the opinion of the director of traffic and rransportation or the
chief of police such operation would endanger, or be likely 1o endanger, the
safety of passengers, pedestrians, vehicies, or the property of others.

Secs. 31-144-31-166. - Reserved.
DIVISION VIL - METERS AND FARES

See. 31-167. - Meters—Use of; required specifications.
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(1) All charges for taxi cab service shall be caleuiated by taximeter rates.
AQl taxi cabs shall be eguipped with taximeters which shall dispiay. in a
conspicuous piace in the td cab as approved by the direstor of traffic and
transportation, the maximom fee that shal! be charged to the passenger(s). All
taxi cab drivers shall be required to activate the Enﬁn mLm charge no more than
the maximum rates permitted pursuant 0 s 1.1 7% when tansporting
passenger(sl.

(2y  Every taxi cab is required to display a rate card in 2 covspicuous place
within the vehicie whers it may be easily and conveniently read by any
passenger which upon it shall be printed 5n plain legible type the name of the
owner of such taxi, the driver’s name, and the rates charged by the taxi cab
COMPADY,

(3)  Every imousine, taxi cab and TNC vehicle is required to display either
in their vehicles, on their web page, or or thelr vehicle mobile reservation
platform  information tegarding regulatory inguiries or where to file 2
complaint. The information posted shall in addition to the licensee’s contact
information include the area code and phone number of the City of Charleston’s
uracess and service improvement division.

See. 31-168. - Taximeters to be kept accurate.

Tt shall be the duty of every licensee and driver using any meter 1o at all thmes 1o
keep the meter acturate and calibrated with the authorized rates provided herein
and sealed by a certified dealer.

Sec, 31-169. - Inspection of meters.
Meters shall be subject 1o inspection from time 10 time by the director of traffic
and transportation and/or the chief of police.

Sec. 31-170. - Indication of status of taxi cab by flag.

1t shall be wnlawinl for any taxi cab driver, while carrying passengers, to display
e fiag attached to the meter in such pesition as to dencte that such vehicle is not
employed, or to fail 1o throw the flag of the meter to 2 position indicating that
such vehicle is unemployed at the termination of each and every trp or drive,

See. 31-171. - Certain meters and nses prohibited.

No meter shall be used whose mechanism will register a combiped charge for
mileage and waiting time in any single position, and 1o meter shall be so operated
as to cause any charge o be registered thereon except during the time the vehicle
for hire is engaped by a passenger,

Sen. 31-172. - Metered rates and fares
{1} No taxi cab operator shall chazge any passenger more than the raze for
transportation or waiting time as determined and preseribed by the city council
which is hereby declared to be as foilows:
a. The maximum rates 1o be charged for day time taxi cab service on the
peninsula shalt be 25 follows:

1. There shall be a seven-dollar (87.00) flat rate fee for all trips that
pick up and discharge on the peninsula.
2. For peninsuia wips with more than ome (I} passenger. 2 one-
doilar ($1.00) per uip suwcharge is permitted to be charged to each
additional passenger after the first passenger.
b. The maximum rates o be chasged for day time taxi cab serviee oulside
of the peninsula shall be as follows:
i.  For the first twa (2} miles. or fraction thereof, five dollarg and
po cents (83.00); for each succeeding one-fifth {1/5) wile or fracdon
thereof, fifty cents (3G.50).
2, A one-dollar {31.00) surcharge may be charged per passenger
per wip above the first passenger.
3.  Day time hours are defined as the hours including and between
3:00-a-m-end-9:00-p=s. 5:00 a.m. and midnight.
¢. Puring night time hours. the maximum rate that may be charged (MRC)
shali be one hundred percent of the maximum daily metered rate that may
be charged for the same trip.
. Night time hours are defined as the hours including end between 9
30063 12:0] 2m. and 4:59 2. m.
d. Gas surcharge.
1. A gas surcharge shall be permitted to be cherged per trip art the
following amounts:

Gas Price Surcharge

$3.00 " 50.50
$3.50 © B0
$4.00 £1.50
$4.50 " '52.00
§3.00 , '82.50
56.00 53.00
$6.50 £3.50

2. The “gas price” shall be as determined by Carolina Trple A. It
shall be the duty of every driver to verify the gas price.
3. When the surcharge is in effect, the driver shail post a notice ina
censpicuous place stating the amount of the surcharge and that the
surcharge is in effect.
(2)  For cach one and one (1) minute of waiting time, a charge of twenty
cents (£0.20) may be made, with no free minutes. This is squal o twelve
dollars (§12.00) per hour. Charges for baggage shall be as follows:
i. Fifty cents {$0.50) for each zdditional bag after the first three {3)
bags;
2. Ore dobar ($1.00) for eack foor locker (average weight sixty
(60)—seventy (70) pounds);




3. One dollar ($1.00) for each duffle bag (average weight sixty

(60) pounds).
(3}  For transportation of passengers in a taxi cab within the ¢ity limits and
city controlled property, the above tates shall be applicable. When two (2) or
more passengers, bopa fide traveling together, engage a public vehicle to
different destinations, the charge shali be made as if the vehicle was hired by
one {i) passenger for the last destination.
{4}  For the purpose of this seclion. "waiting time" shall mean the nme
consumed while a wvebicle for hire is not in motion at the direction of a
passenger and alse the time consumed while the driver is waiting for a
passenger after having responded to a call; but no charge shall be made for the
time consumed by a premature response t¢ a call, or for the first three (3)
minutes following timely amival at any location In response 1¢ a call or for the
time lost through traffic interruptions or for delays caused by the inefficiency o
the vehicle for hire or its driver.
{5}  [fatransportation company, other than & taxi cab, elects to use a pricing
structure other than the priciag structire filed with the Office of Regulatory
Staff, the company shal inform the rider in advance of the change in pricing
structure, if the proposed trip will be subject to a change in priciep, and the
amount of the fare before the rider elects to use the service.
(6)  TNCs may set their own fares. They must comply, however, with the
fare transparency provisions required by law. A company that uses a digital
dispatch service must disclose the fare calculation method, the applicable rates
being charged, and the option for an estimated fare.
(7) Fares may be reviewed by the Committee on Traffic and
Transportation annually.

See. 31-173. - Fares posted.

Fares for taxi cabs shall be prominently displayed on the rear door or rear quarter
pane! of each side of every vehicle. Eech letter used in the display en the side of
the vehicle shall be no smaller than ons-half (%) inch in height and width.

See. 31-174. « Fares for baggage.

No extra cherges shall be made for the transportation of ordinary hand baggage
carried by passengers. More than three (3) bags or parcels per persen shall not be
construed to be ordinary hand baggage, end a reasonable charge may be made for
such excess bagpage. Trunks and other bulky packages not ordinarily construed to
be hand baggage may also be charged a reasonable fee. Baggage fees may only be
charged at an established rate, 2s printed on the rate card, and then only if
accompanied by a passenger O passengers.

Sec. 31-175. - Severability.

The provisions of this chapter are declared to be severable. If any atticle.
section, sentence, clause, or phrase of the chapter shall for any reason be held to
be invalid, unconsdtutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, or pre-empted by
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state law, sueh decision or legislation shall not affect the remaining articles,
seetions, sentences, clauses and phrases of this chapter. but they shail remain in
eifect, it being the legislative intent that this chapter shall remain in effect
notwithslanding the invalidity of any pan.

DIVISION IX. - TAXI CAB §TANDS
See 31211, - Findings.

(1) Whereas, city council finds that the use of the public streets and rights-cf-
way by taxi cabs provides a public benefit; however, they may also inpede travel,
interfere with the rights of others using the streets and public rights-of-way. affect
the public safety, and creaie a public nuisance. Therefore, taxi cab certificates of
public conventence and necessity are issved as a special privilege. not as a matter
of right, subject to the regulations in this Code.

o Whereas, after the bars and soctal establishments close, patrons exit out
anto the public rights-of-way; many in search of wansportation.

(3)  Whereas, the city is interested in creating an orderly process w increase
taxi cab availability and organizaticn in certain areas of the city during this
time period.

Sec. 31-212. - Taxi cab stands—Creation and rales.
(1)  The traffic and transportation department, with the assistance of the
police department, ts hereby authorized and empowered to establish taxi cab
stands in such place or places upon the streets of the oty as may be deemed
necessary for the use of t2xi cabs and the convenience of the general public,
The department shall in consideration of the need for such stands by taxi cabs
and the convenicece to the general public, prescribe the dimensions of said
stand by which o accommodate tre number of cabs that shall occupy an opes:
stard.
(2)  Texd stands shall be used by the drivers of taxi cabs on a first come first
served basis. The drivers shall pull into the siand from the rear and shall
advance forward as the cabs ahead pull out.
(3y  During the howrs and within the areas created herein. it shall be
uvnlawful for any limousine. taxi cab, or TNC endorsed vehicle to:
a Park. stop, or stand a imousine, axi cab, or 2 TNC eadorsed
vehicle upon any street. allev, or public property, for the purposes of
picking up or dropping off passenger(s), or 0 load and unfoad in 2
{oading zone adjacent 1o & botel. motel, inn. or other accommodations
use.
b. Park. stop, or stand a limousine, 1axi cab, or TNC vehicle where
parking i3 restricted or prohibited.
<, Qceeupy of use any texi cab stand with any vehicle except 2 taxi
cab. licensed by this chapter.
{4y  The driver or 2 taxi cab occupying the first or second position in line at
a taxi cab stand shall remain in the drivet's seat ready to accept passengers at all




times. The drivers of any other taxi cabs lawfilly located at such a taxi cab
stand shall not engage the drivers of the first two vehicles and shall be no more
than five fect away from their axd cab &t 2ll times. Al} dejvers shall remain
readily availabie to zocept passengers at all tiroes while located at a taxi cab
stand. Nothing in this subsection shall prohibit a person from leaving the
vehicle for the purpese of assisting a passenger into or out of 2 vehicle,

{5)  Drivers waiting st a taxi stand shall refer any prospective passenger 1
the head of the line.”

Section 2 . Chapter 31, Article I, of the Code of the City of Charleston is herehy
amended by deleting the struck through text and replacing it with the underfined
wozds which shall read as follow:

Sec. 31-2. -~ Authorized vehicles.

Any vehicle for hire or any vehicle used for shuttiing pessengers that is
operating it the Pendnsula-City shall be a standard automobile, limousine, tour
bus, van or trolley-type vehicte which Is compatible with and not damaging 16 the
infrastrocture and arnbiance of the historic district. Such vehicles shail be no more
than thineen (13) feet in height, shall load and unload passengers only on the
right-hand or curb side, shall not have double-deck passenper compartments, shall
nct be combination or traintype vehicles, and shall not be amphibious or boat-
type vehicles.

Section 3. This Ordinance shall become effective 30 days after upen mtification.

Rafified in City Council this g% day of
.%.mb&rll in the Year of Our Lord, 2015,
in' fhe 23%th Year of independence of the

United States of America,

Vanessa Turner Maybank ;
Clezk of Council b




